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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


PLO OFFICIAL CONDEMNS TERRORISM, OFFERS PEACE TO ISRAEL 


Rome RASSEGNA SINDACALE in Italian 13 May 82 pp 35-36 


[Interview with Nemer Hammad, PLO "ambassador," by Raul Wittenberg] 
[Text] Terrorists? For us they are traitors. Nemer 
Hammad, the representative in Italy of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, explains to RASSEGNA SINDACALE 
how the Palestinians reached a conclusive condemnation 

of terrorism. A peace message for Israel. 


The United Nations have set 15 May as Palestine Day, to remind world public 
opinion of the national question of Palestine, one of the most burning 

points of international tensions, around which the whole Middle East problem 
obviously revolves. In Italy by now there are few who do not recognize that 
the Palestinian people should have the right to live peacefully in a state 

in whose sovereignty they would have a part, without, however, its being 
necessary to erase the state of Israel from the geopoliticai map of the 
Middle East. The bloody struggle between the two ethnic groups is a war 
between two peoples, and we are familiar with its international implications. 


For some time now, the Palestinians have had one more enemy. It is terrorism. 
Not only because the current Israeli Government considers as terrorist al] 
the acts of war carried out by their adversaries (in fact, the Palestinians, 
like the Israelis, themselves, had occasion to use terrorism); but also 
because in various European countries the most brutal "political" criminals 
claim they receive military assistance from the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO). However, the latter has for some time rejected the 

use of terrorism; recourse to it is considered a "betrayal,'' so far as the 
PLO is concerned, with all the consequences such a notion has in a state 

of war. Nevertheless the misunderstanding continues and in our country 
recently the Red Brigades have confirmed, through those who have reformed 

or have broken away, that they receive arms from that source, without however 
having indicated names and convincing details to prove such claims. The 
latest declarations, made in court at the end of April by the ex-Red 
Brigader Savasta, who again accused the PLO, was the direct cause of a 
politico-trade union incident. Because of CISL [democratic trade union with 
Christian Democrat origins] opposition at the last minute it was not possible 
for the PLO representative to speak at the meeting in Rome to celebrate May 
Day. His speech was largely devoted to condemning terrorism, and included 

a communique from the [PLO] organization condemning Savasta's claims as 
"seeking to defame the liberation struggle of the Palestinian people." 














That does not eliminate the fact that public opinion is asking questions. For 
that) reason we went to Nemer Hammad, the PLO representative in Italy, to ask 
for clarifications on this matter of terrorism and also on the Palestinian 
proposals for a civilized and peaceful life with the Israelis. 


Born 41 years ago in a village in the north of Palestine, Hammad has 
followed a diplomatic career after studying in Lebanon and Egypt. In Paris, 
in 1978, his younger brother, Adnan, was the victim of a terrorist crime. 

lle was torn to pieces along with the PLO representative in the French 
capital. The first question is standard: 


R.S.: Palestinians and terrorism. Just where do matters stand? We can 
understand the requirements of armed struggle in a given territory, but not 
terrorism. 


Hammad: Terrorism really is an isolated phenomenon perpetrated by small 
groups operating clandestinely; a people's revolutionary struggle is a 
different matter. Even the UN recognizes that a people has the right to 
struggle for its own rights, above all, the right to self-determination, by 
all means. It can happen that a national liberation movement may once have 
used terrorism but a single action does not characterize a whole movement. 
On the contrary, in order to ke a movement it must organize its people 
around it. Today the PLO has adopted three forms of struggle: military, 
political, and diplomatic. Terrorism is not among them. 


R.S.: However, some crimes abroad, airplane hijacking, etc., were not 
extraneous to Palestinian action. 


Hammad: Many thought we were defeated in 1970 after the action of King 
Hussein of Jordan when 20,000 Palestinians were slaughtered. It was indeed 
a moment of isolation and weakness; and terrorist action emerged abroad to 
prove our existence. But that does not mean terror was our strategy. 
Nevertheless, for some groups in our movement, it was; we have struggled 
against them politically and won. In 1973 our parliament (National Council) 
condemned terrorism as weakening the military action we are carrying on. 

In fact, it diverts the attention of world public opinion away from the 
military struggle we are conducting, and directs it toward a single act. 
This becomes counterproductive. The year after the Yom Kippur war such 
condemnation was reiterated and better clarified. ("It is a phenomenon 
that is contrary to the just struggle of the Palestinian people.") 


R.S.: What effects has this political choice had on developments? 
Hammad: Today the PLO considers that any Palestinian who uses terrorist 
methods is a traitor to the cause of his own people. Do you remember the 


massacre at Fiumicino in 1973? Well, the PLO tried and sentenced the persons 
responsible for that crime; their chief was condemned to death and the 
sentence has been carried out. 


R.S.: In a word, then, everyone in the PLO agrees about terrorism? 














Hammad: Undoubtedly. All the Palestinian organizations have voted against 
terrorist activity, although it came after an internal political struggle. 
R.S.: Let us get to your relations with Israel. What is your peace message 


for the Israelis? 


Hammad: The Palestinian question is not a religious question among Moslems, 
Christians, and Jews; nor is it of tribal origin. Even the Palestinian 

Arabs are Semitic. Indeed, how can one speak of racial integrity in these 
territories where there has been great fusion of demographic currents? (It 
is not the same thing for the Hebrews who were isolated for centuries in 
European ghettos.) I myself perhaps have more Hebrew blood than many Israeli 
citizens. Zionism has considered Israel as a state for the persecuted 
Semites, whose majority believes in Judaism. There would be no problem in 
the Middle East if the question were posed only in those terms. 


R.S.: But instead? 


Hammad: Instead, Herzog, the founder of Zionism, also presented the new state 
as one "that could serve British interests East of the Suez Canal." That 
added a colonialist aspect to the question, and it has poisoned and continues 
to poison all of Israel's development. Let us not forget that in addition 

to the European Jews living in Israel, there is a majority of Oriental Jews 
(for example Iraki and Moroccans), and 650,000 more, between Moslems and 
Christians. 


R.S.: So, then, what is your peace proposal? 


Hammad: Forgetting the past, we propose at the outset a non-confessional, 
secular state in the zone, in which the diverse ethnic groups would peace- 
fully coexist with equal dignity. This continues to be our dream. We 

must learn to live together, we Palestinians and this group of people that 
considers that this land is their fatherland, which is a fact. Otherwise 
the war will continue until its protagonists are destroyed. Many democrats 
and intellectuals of Israeli background have welcomed this proposal. But 
their government had said no. Hence, our 1974 counterproposal: the creation 
of a Palestinian state on whatever occupied territory Israel would agree to 
withdraw from, a state that will ensure the renunciation of the use of arms 
against Israel. But even this proposal has now been rejected. 


R.S.: Will it always be? 


Hammad: | have hope in the development of progressive forces in both camps, 
the [sraeli and the Palestinian, which would mean overcoming Begin's settle- 
ment policy; it is a racist policy directed against democrats, with a view 
to creating obstacles to the forces for peace present in Israel. 














EGYPT 


PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY APPROVES EMERGENCY LAW CHANGES 
NC202255 Cairo MENA in Arabic 2138 GMT 20 Jun 82 


[Excerpts] Cairo, 20 Jum (MENA)--Minister of State for Health Dr Sabri Zaki has 
stated that the health insurance clinics and hospitals will be generalized 
throughout the republic early next year. 


Answering a question tonight at the People's Assembly session, which was held 
under the chairmanship of speaker Dr Sufi Abu Talib, on the reasons for the 
increase in doctors fees, his excellency said that the ministry is working to 
confront the difficulties arising from the increase in the doctors fees by 
providing treatment within the reach of every citizen. 


The People's Assembly also approved a draft law amending some provisions of 
law 163 for the year 1958 on the state of emergency. 


The amendment stipulates that anyone arrested or detained must be immediately 
notified in writing about the reasons for his arrest or detention and that it is 
his right to inform whoever he wishes about what has happened, seek the aid of 

a lawyer and be treated as those under detention pending investigation. 


The amendment also stipulates that the detained person and others concermed 

can appeal their arrest or detention if they are not released within 30 days. 

The appeal will be made in the form of an application, which will be submitted 
without the payment of fees to the Supreme State Security Court formed in accord- 
ance of the provisions of this law. 


The amendment further stipulates that the court will decide on the appeal and 
issue a decision explaining the reasons for the continued detention within 

15 days of the date of the appeal and after hearing the evidence of the ar- 
rested, or else he must be released immediately. 


The amendment also stipulates that in the event that a release decision is 
issued or that the appeal is not resolved within the stipulated period, the 
interior minister has the right to contest the release decision in 15 days of 
its issuance. If the contest is opposed, then the objection will be submitted 
to another court within 15 days of the date of the objection. This court will 
decide on the objection within 15 days of referring it to it, or else the 
detained will be released immediately. The court's decision in this case must 
be implemented. 

















In all cases when an appeal is rejected, the appealant has the right to submit 
a new appeal 30 days after the rejection of the original appeal. 


The amendment also stipulates that appeals against orders and decisions issued 
before the implementation of this law and which can be appealed according to 
its provisions must be made within 30 days of the date it comes into force. 


The amendment stipulates that the Supreme State Security Court and non other 
will have the jurisdiction to consider all contests and appeals. All cases, 
contests and appeals referred to which are being considered by any judicial 
or other quarter will be referred to this court. 


Interior Minister Hasan Abu Basha told the People's Assembly that the emergency 
law applies to everybody who has a connection with a terrorist activity char- 
acterized by violence which seeks to overstep the legitimate channels to reach 
power in an illegal way--a matter that contradicts democracy which cannot co- 
exist with terrorism. 


Mukhtar Hani, the minister of state for the People's Assembly and consultative 
council's affairs, pointed out that the amendment of the state emergency law 
gives the state security courts the jurisdiction of considering the appeals 
against the orders of arrest and detention instead of the president of the 
republic. 


The assembly also ratified the agreement on the implementaton of the guarantees 
relating to the nuclear arms ronproliferation treaty, which was signed between 
Egypt and the International Atomic Energy Agency in Vienna last October. 


CSO: 4500/208 

















EGYPT 


CONSTRUCTION MAGNATE EXPLAINS RELATIONSHIP WITH AL-SADAT, REGIME 
Cairo AL-AHRAR in Arabic No 197, 3 May 82 p 3 


[Interview with 'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman by Sa'id 'Abd-al-Khaliq: "I Was Not a 
Partner in Power in Al-Sadat's Regime--I Offered Advice!"; date and place not 


specified] 


/Text/ AL-AHRAR presented Eng ‘Uthman Ahmad ‘'Uthman with the charges some people 
have levelled against him in recent weeks, following statements by Rashad ‘Uthman 
and Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy in the cases in which they were indicted. ‘Uthman Ahmad 
‘Uthman answered all the questions AL-AHRAR presented to him with total frankness, 
not excusing himself from answering any question and not trying to present devious 
answers to any question. This interview took place: 


In a conversation he held with AL-AHRAR, 'Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman defended the posi- 
tion of the Popular Development /Committee/, stating that it did not, as some 
people thought, engage in commerce but offered consultation on self sufficiency 
in food projects. He said that the attack on him and the Popular Development Con- 
mittee had become the rage: "If the goal is to push me to resign, I will not re- 
sign but will continue to serve my country from my position." 


‘Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman denied that he was a partner in power in the era of the late 
leader Anwar al-Sadat. He said that he just offered advice and counsel. In his 
conversation ‘Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman described his relationship with Rashad ‘'Uthman 
and Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy and the relationship between the Schweppes company and the 
Faith and Hope Society. 


I asked Eng ‘Uthman, "It has been said that Popular Development is behind a number 
of phenomena which our society has witnessed lately; what is your opinion on each 
phenomenon, in order:" 


First, the subtle infiltration of rotten goods 


Eng ‘Uthman said,''Is the subtle infiltration of rotten goods the responsibility of 
Popular Development or ‘Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman? Rotten goods in the country are the 
responsibility of an existing government agency; if this agency permits rotten 
soods to come in, that is a responsibility and it must be held to account," 














Second, creation of a class of new millionaires. 


Enz ‘Uthman said, "To the contrary, Popular Development has benefited from every 
millionaire and has encouraged domestic capitalists, who are in reality able to 
redevelop Egypt. I am not against anyone who is a success and I am not investi- 
gating anyone. For heaven's sake, if everyone in Egypt becomes a millionaire and 
one of them turns out to be a crook, that's no problem! I personally did not own 
a piaster, but because of my faith in God and my love for my country, I worked 
seriously and with personal effort. The people who own the big companies now are 
people of ordinary backgrounds who represent domestic capitalism," 


Third, the takeover of agricultural lands: 


Eng 'Uthman said, "You think that Popular Development consists of gangs and plunder- 
ing. I did not ask anyone to plunder land. The government has massive agencies 
which can recoup its usurped land. We encourage people to do successful jobs 

which will lead to increased national income." 


Fourth, squandering the money of Egyptian banks and damaging their reputation. 


Eng 'Uthman said, "You are confusing squandering the money of banks with Popular 
Development. Banks are economic units which run themselves; they have a system and 
long experience. For example, the Suez Canal Bank has the best managers--they are 
viants., The are liberal in opening credit for people who ask, and they have ex- 
pertise and system. Popular Development has not interfered and will not interfere 
in the management of development companies and banks; there are 170 of these. Go 
ask the companies and the banks." 


Eng 'Uthman added, ''Suppose a merchant has a transaction with a bank and the bank 
account is not controlled. That happens. Does that mean that they helped it 
smuggle their money out? In any case there is a committee from the Central Bank, 
another one from the socialist public prosecutor and a committee from the Suez 
Canal Bank. These committees have assumed charge of investigating the sybject of 
Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy, but the Suez Canal Bank was not shaken and its reputation 
abroad was not affected. Indeed, the bank tripled its capital in a period of 3 
years and deposits came to about 500 million pounds," 


Fifth, the /charge of / intrusion of middlemen and patronage. 


Eng 'Uthman said, "That's not right at all. There were no intermediaries and there 
was no patronage. You think that if Popular Development or ‘Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman 
says 'let it be,‘ then it will be. Not at all. We have nothing to do with the 
Popular Development companies except to offer advice and counsel. 


"One day Maj Gen ‘Abd-al-Mun'im Wasil came to me. He was the head of a Popular 
Development agricultural company. He told me that he had to have 150,000 pounds 

to buy fodder for 1,500 cattle and to buy seeds and fertilizer. I got in touch 
with the Suez Canal Bank and said, 'Zakariya'--the head of the bank--''Abd-al- 
Mun‘im has a requirement. He has 1,500 head of cattle worth 3 million pounds and 
he wants 150,000 pounds to get the company going.’ Imagine, the board of directors 
of the bank met, rejected it and asked for a guarantor! ‘'‘Abd-al-Mun'im went and 














ot a guarantor who placed a deposit in order to get a loan. I have absolutely 
nothing, to do with the activities of the banks and the companies." 


[I Am Happy with My Role 


Eng 'Uthman shifted in his chair and took a deep puff on a cigarette; there was no 
room in his office for the clouds of heavy smoke. He said as he was looking at 

the smoke, ''The government spends years and years putting a company together and 
spends thousands of pounds, and at the end the company might take a loss! However, 
we established 170 companies in the course of 2 years and we spend millions.. If 
our lord has given me that ability and others do not have it, that isn't my prob- 
lem. I feel joy when a company arises in a short time with little expenditure. 


''| want to tell the doubters and biased people: ‘'Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman does not 
own any shares in these companies. I prohibited myself from buying shares in the 
Schweppes company so that people wouldn't talk. I am happy with this role." 


Pasha, Not Boss 
I asked Eng ‘Uthman, "Did 'Uthman Pasha get angry with Rashad 'Uthman?" 


Eng ‘Uthman broke in on me in protest: "Don't say ‘Uthman Pasha or ‘Uthman Bey. 
I would be most happy if people called me ‘Boss ‘Uthman!" 


I repeated the question, saying "Did Boss ‘Uthman get angry with Rashad ‘Uthman 
and put him in prison?" 


Eng 'Uthman smiled and said, "In my whole life I have never tried to harm anyone. 
I have established myself everywhere just to be of help. Popular Development has 
opened its doors to every Egyptian, regardless of his party affiliation. 


"When I went to Alexandria I saw that people were fond of Rashad ‘Uthman and that 
he was a leader who was beloved in his constituency. Not at all. Rashad is a 
good, well loved man. When you sit down with Rashad you find that he has an 
enthusiasm for popular development in his spirit. I have never tried and never will 
try to harm anyone in my life. 


"I was brought up to feed anyone as long as he was Egyptian.'"' Eng 'Uthman went on, 
in exasperation, "If I had wanted money I would have set these companies up in my 
name, but the country has given me a great deal and I must give to it." 


I asked Eng ‘'Uthman, "Did the good fortune which Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy enjoyed opeua 
doors for him?" 


Eng ‘Uthman stated in a loud voice, 'I want everyone to know that Tawfiq ‘Abd-al- 
Hayy brought me Popular Development and is a great giant. He came to me after he 


had imported 15 million chickens for millions of pounds!" 


I said, "However, Tawfiq ‘'Abd-al-Hayy had a relationship with you since 1974." 














En; ‘Uthman stated in a loud voice, "In the redevelopment days, that man supervised 
AL-TA'MIR magazine, but I didn't like his management style and I told him goodbye. 
{ didn't see him from that day until I was surprised to see him in Popular Develop- 
ment, a great giant owning distribution outlets. These outlets were our concern 
then. 


"I did not help Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy and Popular Development did not help him. 
Rather, others besides him helped us. On top of that, I can say that the govern- 
ment has a massive apparatus to prevent the infiltration of rotten goods. Where is 
this apparatus? Why isn't it performing its role?" 


[ Will Inform the Office of the Prosecutor on Anyone 


I asked Eng 'Uthman, "What is your opinion of the money the Engineer's and Suez 
Canal Banks own?" 


Eng 'Uthman said, "You must realize that the Engineer's and Suez /Banks/ are giant 
domestic banks that play the most beneficial of roles in the Egyptian economy. They 
have been successful and their administration has been left to the people of our 
country. The Suez Canal Bank contributed to 38 domestic companies and the Engineer's 
Bank to 20. I would like you to name me a_single foreign bank that has contributed 
to any project or company."' /Line missing/ 


He said, ''You are free to administer your company, but not to run it into the 
ground, We are liberating management, the people in these banks have a reputation 
and a history, and the country trusts them and gives them freedom of management. 
This is the sort of sound administration which people must learn. However, at the 
end of the year the general assembly holds them to account, because the sharehold- 
ers pay out the bank's money. We will inform the office of the prosecutor immedi- 
ately on anyone who is proved to have squandered the banks' money." 


The Egyptian Press 


I asked Eng ‘Uthman, "What is your opinion of the Egyptian press?" 
Eng ‘Uthman said, "okay.'' He Lit a cigarette and took a deep draught on it. ‘''The 
press has a great role, and no one can ignore it. I am one of those who loves the 
press the most, and I give it the utmost respect and appreciation. Had it not been 
for the press, the man in the street would not have become acquainted with the ef- 
forts of my boys working underground. My relationship with the press is honest 

and stron: and I do not argue with them, because they are one cause for the success 
of any project, and if a project does away with the press it will be destined to 
fail!" 


L asked him, "It has been said that you were exposed to a process of journalistic 
extortion, and that you spoke about this extortion." 


Ene 'Uthman became agitated. He put out his cigarette and said, "Don’t say that. 
I have not spoken about extortion. [I have not paid anyone, have not made payments, 











and no one has used me or will use me for extortion in my whole life. I have seen 
no one in the press except honest people. 


fT get in touch with journalists to thank them when they write a good piece." 


I asked him, 'In one of his articles, Ibrahim Sa'dah wrote that 'Uthman Ahmad 
'Uthman contributed to the idea for the newspaper MAYU." 


Eng ‘Uthman smiled and said, "Don't worry, that is an incorrect notion and I would 
like to clear it up. The story is that the National Party wanted to set up a news- 
paper. We in Popular Development brought in specialists and experts in the field 
of the press and told them 'We want a modern paper,' and they gave us their ideas. 
They actually did set out their conceptions and then we, in Popular Development, 
proceeded to bring these conceptions to the founders, who founded the newspaper 
MAYU in isolation from us." 


I asked Eng 'Uthman, "Before we leave the press, what is your opinion now about the 
press organizations that were recently proposed and presented to the political 
leadership?" 


Eng 'Uthman said, ''Look, I'm a straight:man.. By the lives of my children, I did 
not know anything about the press organizations." 


I asked him, "For example, it has been said that you nominated ‘Abdallah ‘Abd-al- 
Bari to AL-AHRAM,"’ 


Enz 'Wthman said, "I will not withhold advice from anyone, whether he is great or 
small. If someone comes and asks me about a person's character, I will not refuse 
to discuss it. Do you consider that nominating? I do not believe it is." 


Lamb Patty Liberalization 


I asked Eng 'Uthman, "What are the relations between the Engineers’ Union, the 
Faith and Hope Society, and the Schweppes company?"' 


Enz 'Uthman said, "I am now a man of 65, I have been in the market 43 years, and no 
project that I took charge of ever failed. When they said ‘liberalization,’ I found 
foreigners making lamb patties. On my word, that was the talk, and I was amazed. 
Then I found foreigners making Seven Up. All right, I can make Seven Up and drink 
it, that's not an industry or an invention--a foreign investor comes in and gets 
93.5 percent of the profits and remits them abroad. That really isn't proper. ‘t 
that time I said that the people in the country are more worthy of consumer pro- 
jects than the foreigner is. At the same time I was surprised at the size of the 
Engineers’ Union retirement fund and I told them, ‘Let the people who have 1 pound 
or 100 pounds pay that.' We set up the Engineers’ Bank, the Schweppes company and 
seven other companies with 100 percent Egyptian capital; I didn't give the British 
Schweppes company a piaster except to purchase raw materials, since those are 
secret and they do not divulge them! 
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"As for the Faith and Hope Society, that is a philanthropic society which needs 
help. In order to give it help, I asked the society to rent the Schweppes company 
a loader for 52,000 pounds a year to put up a factory. The contract and rental 
actually were made. The Faith Society also has a share in Schweppes, and disabled 
people in the society work in the plant. Heaven's sake, stop all this spreading 
of doubts by people that I know are trying to wreck the country!" 


The Country Needs Leaders 


I asked Eng 'Uthman, "Do you believe that mistakes have been made by Popular De- 
ve Lopment?"' 


Eng ‘Uthman said, ''No one is immune from mistakes. A person who does not make mis- 
takes is not working. It is from mistakes that we learn. 'Uthman Ahmad ‘'Uthman 
has long experience but sometimes learns from others. In spite of that, these mis- 
takes are no more than orein a thousand." 


/Line missing/ 


Eng ‘Uthman replied, ''There is an important fact, which is that the country is lack- 
ing in leadership. When I come up with leaders I am compelled to overload them. 
Popular Development has prepared a course in conjunction with the Suez Canal Uni- 
versity to train managers and we are now preparing another course with the American 
University for the same purpose." 


IL asked Eng 'Uthman, "What do you think about the National Party's involvement with 
commerce, which is contrary to the Law on Parties?" 


Once again Eng ‘Uthman became agitated and said, 'I challenge any one to say that 
the National Party is active in commerce or is taking part in it--the National Party 
or Popular Development. I make the challenge, and I would like anyone to prove to 
me that the party or the committee has worked in commerce. The things that are be- 
ing said are nonsense. 


"However, the party and the committee do have another role, which is to enlighten 
people, and this is the parties' responsibility, people who can offer expertise 
and counsel, for example in establishing poultry plants or the like. 


‘Germany and Japan, after World War Two, turned to puplar development for welfare 
and reconstruction," 


L asked him, 'What in your opinion is the definition of a party?" 


Eng ‘Uthman said, "A party is a group of people who rally around a belief, a lead- 
er or an objective. They set out a program whose objective is to benefit the 
country. Every party must contain a popular development committee. 


"Egypt is a big country and its economy is solid. It would be very easy for us to 
briny; our economy up to the highest levels. We could solve the food shortage over- 
night. This is not a problem. One hundred chicks for 4 million peasants and we 
will vet 400 million hens! 
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‘The country can provide eggs, chickens, meat, ordinary clothing and building mater- 
ials only through popular development. We must encourage everyone to break into 
the market with his sayings and his investments." 


Where are the Apartment for Rent Signs? 
I asked Eng ‘Uthman, "Why did you leave the Ministry of Housing and Redevelopment?" 


He said, ''That is an old question, but I will answer it. I took over the Ministry 
of Redevelopment for a limited task, which was to replan and rebuild the canal 
cities. I performed that task through the most up-to-date consulting firms in the 
world and I put a million citizens back in these cities. I planned 10 Ramadan and 
al-Sadat Cities and the entrances to Cairo and the north coast." 


I asked Eng 'Uthman, "But you did not achieve what you had announced while in the 
ministry, which was to bring back the ‘apartment for rent' signs." 


He said, with a smile, "I do not want to say that I left the ministry because they 
didn't adopt my views. I had an opinion which the majority did not adopt, and I 
respected them, gave them my thanks and told them 'God be with you.' I didn't have 
a housing shortage. The shortage began the day the government intervened, volun- 
teering to import cement and ircn, assess rents and issue laws every day to compli- 
cate life! 


"When I was minister, I said that the government's responsibility was to build or- 
dinary and low-cost housing only. Let us see how many apartments of this type 
people want per year, and then the government construction companies will build 
them with subsidized cement and steel, while at the same time freeing the private 
sector to import cement and iron, leaving apartment owners uncontrolled, and in 5 
years the shortage will be resolved. 


"We are a people who love to own real estate! However, it is the government that 
is creating the black market. Show me anyone who has acquired an apartment without 
key money or a deposit. I defy you. The government must take its hands off hous- 
ing, issue laws and concentrate on building ordinary low-cost apartments, 


"Through my long experience, the government has not gotten into anything without 


spoiling it. The government is a bad merchant and a worse manufacturer!" 


The Arab Contractors 


L asked Eng ‘Uthman, "What is your relationship now with the Arab Contractors Con- 
pany and its branches?" 


Eng ‘Uthman said, 'I have no relationship to it. However, my children in Arab Con- 
tractors insist that I be honorary »vresident of the company. As far as I am con- 
cerned, the company is everything, my body and my soul. I built in it for 40 years 
and it is considered one of the biggest building companies in the world. Why are 











you alraid of it? It is a 100 percent public sector company. When it was nation- 
alized in 1961 Jamal ‘Abd-al-Nasir asked me ‘What do you want?' I told him, 'To 
have the Arab Contractors remain like a single family, proceeding to produce in 
the manner that has been set out. I want a government company in Egypt that gets 
a profit of 62 million a year the way my children do in the Arab Contractors Com- 
pany, whose capital amounts to 600 million pounds and which has 60,000 workers. '" 


‘Uthman's Relationship with Al-Sadat 
I asked Eng ‘Uthman, 'Were you a partner in power before al-Sadat's assassination?" 


Eng ‘Uthman laughed a little, then said "When a citizen is loyal to his country, 
does that mean that he is a partner in the affairs of the government? When him- 
self Anwar al-Sadat saw 'Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman's unlimited sacrifices to his country, 
he said that 'Uthman was a good man and a patriot. Is that being a partner in 
power? 


"If somebody asks for my advice, I will not hold back. I will give him advice 

most truthfully and sincerely; anything said to the opposite is idle talk on top 

of idle talk! Sincere advice and devotion to the country do not mean participation 
in power," 


I asked him, "Was it al-Sadat's mistakes that led to the incident on the podium?" 


He said, "Not at all. He was a devout man, devoted to his country. We find that 
sort of incident everywhere. When a group of somewhat extremist young people do 
something, does that mean that there were mistakes by al-Sadat? All right, Reagan 
was shot, before him Kennedy was assassinated, the Pope of Rome was shot, and 
Egyptian leaders were assassinated. 


'Zealous young people, it was our Lords's will and no one knows where the good 
lies. Death will catch up to you if you are ina lofty tower. There were no 
direct mistakes. The man believed in God, and the important thing is that the 
parade did not stop." 


Parasitic Incomes 


I asked Eng ‘Uthman, Did the class of new millionaires with parasitic incomes 
make their appearance after the October War?" 


He replied, ‘If you want to develop a country you mist guarantee every individual 
security, safekeeping, confidence, stability and freedom. If that is achieved, 
the country will not fail to progress toward welfare and progress at terrific 
speed, 


"As IL said, freedom of movement and stability lead to revival and welfare. After 
the October war, the country felt security and safekeeping. Everybody started to 
exert themselves and a process of revival and rapid strong development took place. 
Because Egypt's situation is choice and desirable, money rained down on us from 
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everywhere, There must be welfare. If all the people of Egypt become millionaires, 
should that anger anyone? We will be the richest and happiest country in the world, 
but millionaires must give the government its due in taxes. That will not prevent 
the emergence of persons who commit deviant acts; they must be subject to punish- 
ment by the law, 


'That is, I would like to know if it is wrong if someone earns a million pounds 
and becomes a millionaire through sound principles, There are people in Egypt who 
are against the country and they made an uproar after Anwar al-Sadat's death, but 
the patriotic current will sweep them away, because they are a minority who want 
to take over the land of Egypt. The people who took their money and left will 
come back," 


The Arab Contractors and Groppi 


I asked Eng ‘Uthman, “Are the Arab Contractors partners in any projects in the 
name of others, like Groppi? 


Ene ‘Uthman became agitated and stated angrily, "What people from Groppi have 
joined the Arab Contractors? This is a 100 percent government company, it has its 
role to play and we understand it well!" 


He went on, "I know that there are many people who consider that Arab Contractors 
is in the private sector. One of them is a former prime minister, who told me, 
when I was a minister, ‘Of course the Arab Contractors has to succeed because it 

is in the private sector." I told him, ‘Not at all, it isn't in the private sec- 
tor.’ He said, 'Oh, that's right, I'd forgotten, it is 50 percent private sector.' 
I corrected his thinking, saying ‘This is a public sector company and the govern- 
ment owns it.‘ Here the prime minister didn't know who owned Arab Contractors," 


L asked Eng ‘Uthman, 'What is the story about the al-Salihiyah Project and the 
statements raised concerning that." 


He said, "Nothing at all. Those are a group of people who spread doubts. I know 
them well, they are clearly identified, and their goal is provocation and chaos. 
They sit around attacking al-Salihiyah. See how much attention they have given 
it. This attack benefits Egypt's enemies and its goal is to crush young people's 
morale. I would like to reassure those people who spread doubts that the govern- 
ment formed six committees to study the al-Salihiyah project and it came up with 
the same view as the Arab Contractors did--in fact, these committees praised the 
project. Now there are no investigating committees and it has been actually 
established that the costs of the infrastructure and reclamation per feddan tot»l 
2,400 pounds, 1,000 for reclamation and 1,400 for facilities, buildings, water 
hookups and the purchase of fertilizer and seeds. 


"Al-Salihiyah is a pilot project and a successful job, and it will advance whether 
the casters of doubt want it to or not." 
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Settling Old Scores 


L asked Eng ‘'Uthman, "I am sorry that the session has taken more than 3 hours, but 
[ have another question, which is, do you believe that there now are people trying 
to settle old scores with Boss ‘Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman?"' 


Eng ‘'Uthman stated, as if recalling old memories, "I personally do not have old 
scores with anyone. There has been nothing between me and people but mutual af- 
fection and respect all my life. However, I have a line that I cherish, which is 
that Egypt has taught me, given me more than I could have imagined and been gracious 
to me, and at this age, with this expertise I enjoy, I must make sacrifices for 
Egypt. 


It would have been easy for me to establish these companies and own them had I 
wanted money. However, ‘Uthman Ahmad 'Uthman has enough; he does not own one 
share in a popular development company." 


Eng ‘Uthman went on with an intensity that I had not noticed before: "It has now 
become the rage to attack 'Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman and Popular Development. I tell 
then that this attack has not shaken me and will not shake me, scare me or make me 
turn back from my course, nor will I tender my resignation. Egypt has given me a 
ereat deal. By God, if they all crowd around to get ‘Uthman to stop, I never will 
stop. I have a patriotic course of action which is well known and a specific task 
to perform. We are the richest and strongest of countries, and everyone can become 
a giant if he believes in God, loves his country and works seriously on his own 
initiative." 
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EGYPT 


PROSECUTION OFFICIAL DISCUSSES ‘ABD-AL-HAYY, SURUR CASES 
Cairo AL-JUMHURIYAH in Arabic 13 May 82 p 6 


/Article by al-Sayyid al-Mu'bidi: "Details of the Assistant Socialist Prosecutor's 
Press Conference: Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy_and Husan Surur: The Two Most Important 
Cases Before the Socialist Prosecutor''/ 


/Text/ For 2 whole hours, in a press conference Counsellor Husni ‘Abd-al-Hamid, 
director of the Property Department in the Agency of the Socialist Public Prosecu- 
tor, described the accomplishments that have been made over the past 4 months. 


Counsellor Husni ‘Abd-al-Hamid began his press conference by declaring the issuance 
of two verdicts by the court of values this week. 


The first called for the removal of sequestration over a citizen's money. That had 
been imposed by a verdict issued by the court of values after he had been accused 
of receiving large sums outside the context of rental contracts, 


He stated that this verdict was in accordance with a request from Counsellor 
"Abd-al-Qadir Ahmad to the socialist public prosecutor and is considered the first 
of its kind since the provisions of Law 34 for 1971 and Law 95 for 1980 on the pro- 
tection of values from wrongdoing went into effect. 


The assistant socialist prosecutor justified his request for the removal of seques- 
tration on the grounds that it had been proved to the agency that this citizen had 
returned all the money he had received from citizens, and it had also been proved 
after careful investigation that there no longer were any flaws in his conduct. 


Refusal To Permit Submission of a Protest 


The second verdict bore on the refusal to permit the submission of @2 protest before 
the higher court of values against the decrees issued by the court of values, after 
these verdicts had been issued by the court of sequestration in final uncontestable 
form. 


He stated that it was natural that since the person involved had exhausted the 
means for contesting the verdict issued imposing sequestration on his money, the 
matter on the legal status of this sequestration would be resolved and the con- 
flicts over it would not be raised again. 
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15 Decrees 


At the press conference, the assistant socialist public prosecutor reviewed the 
agency's accomplishments during the first 4 months of 1982. He stated that in that 
period Counsellor 'Abd-al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Ali, the socialist prosecutor, had issued 

15 decrees holding back the money and property of people who had received key money 
from residents. 


He said that one decree had been cancelled before it was submitted tothe court of 
values because the person involved had taken the initiative to return all the sums 
that he had received from the citizens, which had come to 43,000 pounds; the social- 
ist prosecutor did not find any justification for continuing the procedures against 
him after he had made the payment. 


The assistant socialist prosecutor spoke about the sums of money that had been held 
back over the past 4 months on six of these 15 cases which were determined to have 
come to more than 2.5 million pounds; the rest of the money, on the eight other 
cases, is still being calculated. 


Seven of these cases have been submitted to the court of values; as for the rest, 
it is expected that the financial status of the people involved in them will be 
draim up. 


2.5 Million 


Counsellor Husni ‘Abd-al-Hamid concluded that during the past 4 months the Social- 
ist Prosecutor's Agency had returned to citizens about 2.5 million pounds that had 
been paid outside the framework of rental agreements. These were: 


43,000 pounds from Kamal Tamam; 

2,023,000 pounds and $45,000 from Kamil al-Kafrawi. 
52,000 pounds from Faridah ‘Ali Hamid. 

43,700 pounds from [brahim Nasr. 


The assistant socialist public prosecutor stated that these were the two most prom- 
inent cases the socialist prosecutor's agency had carried out: 


Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy. 

Hasan Surur and his brother Mustafa. 

"\bd-al-Hayy's Trial This Month 

vith respect to Tawfiq ‘'Abd-al-Hayy, he has been alleged to have inflated his 
wealth by speculating in the people's food, and has also been alleged to have com- 
mitted actions which had the effect of harming the national interests of the soci- 


ety, in the detailed description which is contained in the decree remanding him to 
the court this month. 
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The Property Department of the Socialist Public Prosecutor's Agency has managed to 
make a list of Tawfiq ‘'Abd-al-Hayy's possessions. These are: 


Forty-four trucks and 107 distribution outlets broken down among the Governorates 
of Cairo, Gizah, al-Gharbiyah, al-Daqahliyah, al-Buhayrah, Alexandria, and al-Isma' 


iliyah. These outlets contain furniture, moveable assets, refrigerators and food- 
stuffs. 


Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy also has 10 apartments, some set aside for residences and others 
for headquarters for his companies, in addition to a truck repair shop in Cairo, 

six refrigerators in Alexandria, seven storehouses and pieces of real property in 
al-Daqahliyah, an automated bakery, a poultry farm and about 14 feddans of farmland. 


Regarding the companies which Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy owns, these are five in number: 


The International Company for International and Industrial Relations, with a cap- 
ital of half a million pounds, 


The Arik Advertising Company, with a capital of 28,000 pounds. 
The Arik Redevelopment Company, with a capital of 100,000 pounds. 


The Arik Storage, Refrigeration and Engineering Company, with a capital of 1,113,000 
pounds. 


The Panamanian Excellence Company, in Panama, whose capital has not yet been ap- 
praised, 


It became apparent in the course of the investigations that Tawfiq ‘Abd-al-Hayy 
was a shareholder in the Giza Self-Sufficiency in Food Company and the Engincers' 
Bank, 


The assistant socialist public prosecutor said that Hasan Surur and his brother 
Mustafa had exploited citizens’ need for housing and represented a serious major 
phenomenon in view of the large numbers and massive sums they had received from 
tenants. So far, the agency has received 650 complaints against the two brothers 
and has investigated 400. The total sums requested in these complaints come to 
3.5 million pounds, 


Counsellor al-Sayyid al-Jawhari, assistant socialist prosecutor, who is assuming 
charge of investigating violations by Hasan Surur and his brother Mustafa, is siill 


investigating other notices. 


The socialist public prosecutor has issued a decree holding up all the funds and 
property of Hasan and Mustafa Surur, which consist of: 


Five plots of open land totalling 4,536 square meters in area worth 500 pounds per 
square meter in the city of Cairo. 


Ten items of real property in Cairo and Gizah. 
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Six apartments that have been deeded out. 


Seven places of residence, in view of the fact that each of these two has more than 
one wife. 


‘4 comercial establishment in Roxy, Heliopolis, bearing the name of Golden Gate, 
to which are attached two storehouses whose value is estimated at about a quarter 
of a million pounds in principle. 


Four vehicles and 11 distribution outlets for the al-Safa milk distribution company. 
This company is owned by Mustafa Surur and two other partners. 


The sister of Hasan and Mustafa Surur presented the socialist public prosecutor with 
a demand, including an official power of attorney from her two brothers, for the 
sale of two of the items of real property which they own. The value of the two 
pieces is estimated at about 2.1 million pounds. 


In addition, according to a preliminary estimate by the Property Department in the 
acency, the property and possessions of Hasan Surur and his brother are worth more 
than LO million pounds, which is greatly in excess of the sums that were received 
from residents in the form of key money. 


The socialist public prosecutor asserts that the citizens who have paid sums out- 
side the framework of rental agreements should be reassured that their money will 
be returned to them, in light of the fact that many properties are in possession 
of the Department of Public Funds, 


A strange phenomenon has come to light in the course of this period of disclosure: 
that is the flight or disappearance of some of the people involved in these cases 
dealing with payments of key money. This phenomenon will have the effect of bring- 
ing great harm upon them, and it may not be possible to rectify it if they continue 
to be in flight. 


Their flight will also make them miss a chance to defend themselves and retain their 


money. Others will be able to come up before them and make allegations which might 
not be true, and consequently they will not have a chance to reply to them. 
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EGYPT 


MAJOR POLITICAL STRUGGLES, IRREGULARITIES UNEARTHED IN OIL SECTOR 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI in Arabic No 697, 24 May 82 pp 4-7 
/Article by Mustafa Imam: '"'Oil Stories!"/ 


/Excerpt/ Eng Ahmad ‘Abd-al-Halim was not the only person who came up against 
strange decrees in the oil sector because he had opposed the views of the deputy 
prime minister for production and minister of petroleum. A decree was issued 
making it unlawful to deal with him, then after a while a decree was issued pardon- 
ing him but not giving the real reasons for the issuance of these two odd decrees. 


However, the publication of this strange story in /AL-AHRAM/ AL-IQTISADI revealed 
numerous tales which unfolded inside the oil sector, where many company officials 
came up against a series of measures which had the objective of banishing them 
from the productive or labor positions at which they excelled. The reason was 
their opposition to the views of senior officials in the sector and the fact that 
they had revealed some deviant conduct which occurred in some companies in the 
sector. 


These persons sent their complaints, backed up by documentation, to senior govern- 
ment officials and submitted notices to the office of the public prosecutor and 
the socialist public prosecutor demanding that an investigation be made into them 
and the facts contained in their notices. Some of these notices and cases have 
been lost or retained in the office of the prosecutor in spite of the serious 
facts they contain, It is indeed worth pausing to find out what is happening in 
the petroleum sector. 


At the Outset 


[It happened in the Governorate of Alexandria, in the oil refining and processing 
companies, where a number of senior officials--the company board chairman, the 
chairman and vice chairman of the union committee and the head of legal affairs 
were transferred in 1980. They were transferred to other companies; indeed some 
were prohibited from exercising their right to work in the company to which they 
were transferred. The reason was that they had revealed some deviant acts and 

had demanded that these be investigated. They also refused to be silent on what 
was happening in the petroleum sector in Alexandria, and they spoke, and the tales 
and facts they told and declared in the statements which were sent to officials, 
the office of the prosecutor, the socialist prosecutor and others seem almost like 
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a three-chapter novel. In each chapter, one or two personalities play the role of 
the trapic hero or 'martyr'' who revolves about events in bewilderment, tossed about 
by events and decisions, ultimately rounding out the story, constituting an inter- 
woven fabric that tells of a number of acts of specific deviation, bringing the 
characters to a bitter end--banishment from the scene of events, the Alexandria 
Petroleum Company. 


The Dismissal of Two Members 


The first two characters in the first chapter are Hanafi Jabr, chairman of the 
company's union committee, and Muhammad Sulayman, vice chairman of the committee. 
They are also two elected workers’ company board members. One day they were sur- 
prised to find pamphlets distributed in secret inside the company talking of the 
existence of deviant conduct. Of course the two members asked the company president 
to carry out an investigation into the contents of these pamphlets. However, of- 
ficials in the company and the oil sector demanded that they be silent and not re- 
quest an investigation, to avoid stirring up a commotion. However, when they re- 
fused to be silent, the deputy prime minister and minister of petroleum issued a 
decree suspending their membership in the company's board for a period of 6 months. 
That was his right. When they did not respond to the appeal to undertake to be 
silent, the deputy prime minister renewed his decree for an additional 6 months. 
Then the inconveniences began, The two members protested against being kept out 
of the company and their role as full time trade union members, as the union law 
stipulates. The chief of legal affairs in the company supported their position, 
stating ''The deputy prime minister's decree of dismissal from membership in the 
board of directors does not deprive them of their right to function in the company 
as workers and union members.'' Ahmad al-'Amawi, chairman of the General Petroleum 
and Chemical Union, affirmed this view sending a letter to the deputy prime minis- 
ter demanding that the two members return to the company and carry out their union 
activity, especially since the 6-month period in which they were banished from the 
company was considered sufficient to quiet things down. However, the deputy prime 
minister was not persuaded by the general union head's point of view and he issued 
a decree transferring the two members from the Alexandria Company to the al-Nasr 
Petroleum Company. The transfer created a conflict between the ministry and the 
general union, since the deputy prime minister said that the union had agreed to 
the transfer of the two members from the company and their banishment from the 
union committee there, but Ahmad al-'Amawi, the union chief, sent a letter to the 
deputy prime minister asserting that the union did not concur in the suspension 

of the two members either from the board or from the union committee, but to the 
contrary had previously declared its frank opinion in defense of the position of 
both men, and had demanded that a decision be sought through an investigation by 
law, that they be prosecuted if anything proved against them, there were false al- 
lezations or full time union work was stipulated by law, and that the two members 
had to return to the Alexandria Petroleum Company. However, the deputy prime 
minister was not persuaded. Events remained heated. The cases of deviant conduct 
that were mentioned remained uninvestigated until the start of the second chapter 
of the story. 
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To Warehouse 13 


The character around whom the events in this chapter revolved was the chairman of 
the board of the same company, Fawzi Husayn, whom the two members had attacked 
because he had not conducted an investigation into the incidents contained in the 
pamphlets that had been secretly distributed. The ball continued to roll with the 
chairman of the board in the same position as the two members, starting to demand 
an investigation into the deviant conduct that the company's head of legal affairs 
had revealed. Fawzi Husayn told me, "When we started the investigation, the deputy 
prime minister issued a decree suddenly transferring me to the petrochemical pro- 
ject, or, as it was called in the oil sector at that time, Warehouse 13. That con- 
sisted of two rooms only.'' He went on, "This decree should be considered arbitrary 
because petrochemicals are not my specialization; rather, my specialization, which 
I had learned and succeeded in, was oil refining. I had turned the Alexandria 
Petroleum Company, where I worked, into one of the three best oil companies in the 
sector in Alexandria, and I received a trophy of excellence in production for 5 
years running." 


I asked, "What makes you imagine that the deputy prime minister's decree transfer- 
ring you was arbitrary?" 


He said, ''Because if he wanted to make use of me he would have transferred me to a 
company where I could pursue my specialization." 


I asked him, 'What excuse was given to transfer you the petrochemical project?" 


He said, "That the minister of petroleum had declared a principle, which was that 
the company chairman would not remain in his position for a long time lest it 
develop into a position of power although I am not the only company head who has 
worked with continuous success for a period of 7 years. There are people who have 
gone on longer than that in other companies in the sector. During the period of 
my chairmanship of this company I managed to enjoy the affection of the workers, 
to the point where when a decree was issued transferring me the workers staged a 
sit-in in the company for more than 12 hours demanding that I be brought back. 

The sit-down was dispersed until the security officials in Alexandria were con- 
vinced that they could return me to the company, but that did not happen,"' 


These Are the Reasons 
I asked, ‘What in your opinion were the real reasons for your transfer?" 
He said, ''There were three main reasons: 


"First, the fact that the Alexandria Petroleum Company was selected for a visit by 
President al-Sadat without the knowledge of the minister of petroleum. That was 
not my doing. The company was chosen and arrangements were made for the visit by 
the office of the president, because the company was one of the most successful 

in the sector. Nonetheless, I told the minister to attend the president's visit, 
but the minister interpreted this visit, which took place without his knowledge, 
as meaning that I was a power center, and the proof was the company workers' af- 
fection for me and the coordination between me and the union committee in the 
company. 








"Second, the fact that I was responsible for National Party committees in Alexandria 
and the party had decided to nominate me as candidate for the Mina al-Basal district. 
[ was the party's first nominee; the second one was Rashad 'Uthman. Pressure was 
exerted on me not to be a candidate for the district, but the mere fact of my nom- 
ination, my potential for success and my appearance meant, to the senior officials 
in the ministry, that another person had emerged alongside the minister in the 
National Party who could manage to assume important positions in the sector. 


"Third, the minister had told me over the telephone that the Standardana /sic/ Con- 
sulting Company which takes charge of most studies and does consulting work for the 
oil sector should be in charge of carrying out the job of preparing special comput- 
er programs for the lubricating oil project. However, this job is very specialized; 
only a single company can do it, the American firm Lummus. At that time I consid- 
ered it appropriate to persuade the minister to subcontract part of the job to the 
company, provided that that be done through the same American company, and the per- 
son in charge of the American company accepted a loan. However, after a session 
between the person in charge of the American company and the Standardana Company 
official, it became apparent that that official's expertise did not qualify him to 
take part in the job. However, the minister considered that an act of defiance 
against him, and a position of opposition to him! 


"Fourth, when the procedures were started for establishing the petrochemical com- 
pany, the minister asked me to set up a company resembling a joint investment com- 
pany alons, the lines of Law 43 for 1974, a large part of whose capital would be 

held by the Egyptian Petroleum Authority and the al-Nasr Company. However, I recom- 
mended that the company be established as a public sector firm, and that was done." 


I asked him, "Do you believe that your transfer from the Alexandria Company to the 
petrochemical project was based on motives for removing you from a vital location, 
such as the Alexandria Petroleum Company?" 


He said, "Yes the goal was to remove me and send me away from a location where I 
had been successful," 


Details of the Events 


While the banishment of the chairman of the board of the company rounds out the 

end of the second act of the story, all the acts of deviant conduct are still wait- 
ing for people to bring them forth in all their detail. One still must await the 
events of the third chapter, which the third character in this story, Mustafa 
[sma'il, head of legal affairs of the Alexandria Petroleum Company, has brought 
forth. He was not content with merely disclosing the details of this deviant con- 
duct but informed a number of judiciary and non- judiciary bodies, presented infor- 
mation to the al-Dukhay-lah office of the public prosecutor, and corresponded with 
the socialist public prosecutor, the prime minister and the deputy prime minister 
for production and petroleum himself. As a result of the declaration he made of 
this comprehensive, violent confrontation with deviant conduct, he was trensferred 
to the al-Nasr Petroleum Company; there the company head decided to give him a 
forced leave of absence, because he had carried out an investigation into some con- 
tracts and discovered that there were irregularities in them. This enforced 
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vacation meant his banishment from the jobsite and the fact that he was given an 
involuntary vacation. Mustafa Isma'il also said "All the measures taken against me 
in the Alexandria Petroleum Company and the al-Nasr Petroleum Company were to pun- 
ish me for notifying the al-Dukhaylah prosecutor's office of the deviant conduct 
that [ had unearthed in the Alexandria Company. I informed the magazine of the in- 
cidents of which I had given notice to all judiciary and non- judiciary bodies. 

There have been five basic incidents or cases so far. Former members of the com- 
pany's board of directors have tried to disclose the details of some of them and in- 
vestigate them.'' These cases are: 


The al-Timsah Contract 


The contract issue concerns the forgery of a contract for work on the lubricating 
oil project, which the al-Timsah company carried out. It was assigned construction 
of the marine lines and the civil work for the project pump station, and the cost 
of the operation came to approximately 1,387,000 pounds. The head of the legal af- 
fairs revealed that the text of the contract with the contractor was different from 
the copy in the company's possession, since it appeared that the text in the com- 
pany's possession included a commitment on the contractor's part to offer all ser- 
vices bearing on the project, as well as to provide equipment and materials and 
transport them to the project site, while in the copy of the agreement in the con- 
tractor's possession it appeared that it was the company that was committed to pro- 
viding the equipment and materials, The legal affairs chief discovered that the 
company's manager of engineering affairs had made a change in the contract in the 
contractor's possession which caused the company to sustain a loss of about 100,000 
pounds. In the investigation the office of the al-Dukhaylah prosecutor made, the 
contractor in charge confessed and said that the company bill gave him this right, 
while the office of the prosecutor said that in spite of the validity of the de- 
tails there was no suspicion of criminality and the incident was set down and given 
an administrative number, that is, was filed away! 





‘hy Was the Auction Cancelled? 


The issue of the lumber auction the company held for wood left over from the lubri- 
cating project: the highest price per ton in the project was 176 pounds, while a 
contractor offered a price of 175 pounds per ton. Of course the auction was to be 
awarded to the hichest price, but the company's engineering affairs manager demandec 
that the contractor, who had offered a price of 175 pounds according to his state- 
ments in the prosecutor's office's ledgers, increase that price to 176 pounds so 
that the award could be given to him. Asked why he had done that, he said "So that 
everyone who participated in the auction could be given a chance.'' However, the 
contractor, according to the manager's statement, refused to keep the price he had 
offered at the beginning, which was 175 pounds, and said that if the company wanted 
to have the auction awarded to him that would have to be at 165 pounds a ton. There- 
fore, as the manaver of engineering affairs said, it was decided to hold the auction 
avain, In the repeat auction, the price per ton dropped to 125 pounds, and that 
consequently caused the company to sustain a loss. Therefore the legal affair: 
chief demanded an investigation and asked that the official be punished. In the 
office of the prosecutor, as the ledger states, although the incidents were real, 
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there was no suspicion of crime and the case was set down and given an administra- 
tive number, thac is, filed away also! 


Leakage Threatens the Area 


As for the issue of the leakage of bunker fuel from the company's tanks, that 
stirred up much discussion in the petroleum sector, because of the risk that posed 
to the al-Dukhaylah area, exposing it to the danger of serious fire, because of the 
leakage of some bunker fuel from Tank 126. The story of the case goes back to the 
arrival of a shipment of an estimated 20,000 tons of bunker fuel on a (Limonyatar) 
vessel to the Petroleum Authority's account. However, some leaked out of Tank 126 
almost causing a fire in the plant and threatening the area with destruction. It 
also polluted the canal alongside the plant and exposed fishermen's vessels to the 
risk of fire. Statements by company officials during an investigation by the office 
of the al-Dukhaylay prosecutor stressed that these two tanks were not equipped to 
receive the shipment and that industrial safety instructions had warned against 
using Tank 126 because it was near the factory flare. In spite of that, this tank 
was used; officials in the company stated that stringent measures were taken and 
that the risk in this sort of activity, and in the oil refinery had been taken into 
account. The legal affairs head also revealed that the shipment that had come in 
was not all bunker fuel but was partly, according to the customs papers, kerosene, 
totalling about 10,000 tons. 


The legal affairs chief added_that the value of the loss that resulted from the 

leak was about 151,979 tons /sic/, basing the value of the loss on the fact that 

the kerosene cost 5,673,598 pounds, while the value of the loss, if calculated as 

if it were bunker fuel, would come to 49,634,775 pounds. The investigation stressed 
that it was neglect in the failure to inspect the lines and valves which resulted 

in this leakage and discharge of bunker fuel. In addition, in spite of the validity 
of these facts, which were included in the report by the office of the al-Dukhaylah 
prosecutor, the incident was set down and given an administrative number, that is, 
also filed away! 


Why This Company? 


There was the computer incident, in which the legal affairs chief pointed to a 
ereat error. When the Alexandria Company brought up the issue of the computer in 

a competitive bid, a number of international companies came forward and the most 
appropriate bid from the standpoint of the company, which was from the NCR Company, 
was chosen. The IBM company bid was eliminated; the NCR company was notified that 
it had been awarded the bid and it was sent a draft of the contract. However, the 
company received a Letter from the Petroleum Authority stating that the capital 
soods purchasing committee had in the 6 January 1981 session decided to observe in 
the future to reach contracts with the IBM company, in order to unify the comput- 
er systems in the authority. When the NCR company to which the bid had been 
awarded learned of the intent to abrogate the contract with it, it wrote the com- 
pany threatening /to ask/ compensation, as Mustafa Isma‘il also said; he sent a 
memorandum to the chairman of the Petroleum Authority and the deputy prime minister 
for production, informing them that the decision to award the bid had been properly 
carried out and authorized by the board of directors and the company was informed 
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of it, and consequently that abrogation of the contract would cause the company to 
bear unjustifiable financial burdens, 


Who Is Sharif Danish? 


Apart from the broad economic and technical discussions which took place on the 
feasibility of the two bids and the appropriate computer system / Main body of text 
stops here/ 


Text of the Document the Petroleum Authority Purchasing Committee Sent to Public 
Sector Companies Requesting That All Company Activities Be Assigned by Direct Order 
to the Inpi and Petrojet Company /ies/ 


/Heading/ Egyptian General Petroleum Authority 
Capital Goods Purchasing Committee 
(Committee Secretariat) 


File number: 115/4 
Date: 14 May 1981 


Subject: Assignment by direct order of projects in the authority and its companies 
to the Inpi and Petrojet Companies. 


Chairman of the board of /Space/ company: 
Warm greetings, following which: 


With reference to the above subject, which was presented to the committee at its 
12th session of 1981 on 22 April 1981, the committee has, in this regard, decided 
the following: 


First: To give agreement in principle to assigning the Inpi company by direct or- 
der all the work in companies in the sector (the public sector) that lie within 
the area of this company's activities. 


Second, To give agreement in principle to assigning the Petrojet Company by direct 
order all the work in the authority and its companies (the public sector) which 
lie within the area of this company's activities. 


In addition, when the committee decree was presented to the deputy prime minister 
and minister of petroleum for approval, he referred to the agreement to making the 
assignments to the two companies by direct order for a period of 2 years, after 
which the matter would be reviewed, on condition that the prices were appropriate 
in comparison with the prices available from Egyptian and foreign companies, to 
the maximum determined by Mr al-Kima'i, board chairman of the authority, who must 
authorize the direct order in each case separately. 
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Please be so kind as to read and give notice that the necessary measures are to be 


taken with respect to assigning the company activity lying within the area of ex- 
pertise of the Inpi and Petrojet Companies. 


Please accept my highest regards, 
/Signed/ Rapporteur of the conmittee 
Eng Muhammad Talib Zari'. 

In Anticipation 


AL-AHRAM AL-IQTISADI, while carrying out the investigation into the acts of deviant 
conduct that took place in the Alexandria Petroleum Company, was careful to meet 
with current company officials, so that they could reply to everything that was 
brought up and is being brought up in the ledgers of the prosecutor's office in- 
vestigations, making it possible for them at the same time to offer a convincing 
explanation of the strange interconnections in these incidents, which raise doubts 
concerning some officials. When I went to the company headquarters in Mex and 
asked to meet with the chairman of the board, I was expecting that there would be 
a willingness to reply to every point that was raised. However, I was told that 
the head of the company was busy and that the manager of administrative affairs 
was considered the company spokesman. I presented the manager with all the facts 
that had been raised on the deviant practices in the company through the investi- 
sations by the prosecutor's office and my own investigations, and the company man- 
ager got angry. The company manager became excited at the mere mention of these 
facts in his presence. I bore with him and convinced him that it was in the in- 
terests of the company, and its officials, to answer these charges and said that 

I hoped the answer would be given through documents. He promised that that would 
be done the following day. An appointment was set and I went at the set time the 
following day, only to be surprised to be detained within the security booth and 
to be met by the security official and the claim that directives had come from the 
office of the deputy minister for production and minister of petroleum that I was 
not to go into the company and meet with officials in it and that all answers to 
these charzes were to be made by the director of the deputy prime minister's office. 
[ tried to persuade him that I had an appointment with officials in the company, 
but he said "The officials will not be able to meet you!" I was surprised to see 
a «roup of security men surround me. [I left the company headquarters. We are 
placing these facts and charges before the deputy prime minister and minister of 
petroleum so that he may answer everything that has been raised regarding the 
petroleum sector, as the director of his office has promised. 


inhabitants of the Sixth Floor! 


At the Ministry of Petroleum Building, ministry experts sit in the sixth floor, 
and it is said that the people who occupy this floor are Egypt's petroleum experts 
in disfavor and that people who are in disfavor are appointed experts. Among the 
people on this floor one might mention: 
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‘\hiad ‘Isa: former chairman of the board of the Cooperative Petroleum Society, 


who made comments about the oil agreements some years ago and was transferred to 
the cixth floor as an expert. 


Salah al-Jibali: A mechanical engineer and former chairman of the board of Egypt 


Petroleum Company; he was transferred to the sixth floor as an expert. 


'Abd-al-lIlamid Kaddush: He established the Sumed company, the oil pipeline that 
vas built after the closure of the Suez Canal following the 1967 aggression. He 


vas transferred to the Cooperative Petroleum Society. Of course the difference 
betveen the two positions is obvious, 


Ramzi al-Laythi: Former chairman of the Petroleum Authority, he was the actual 
motive force behind the oil agreements, He held the rank of minister, then was 


demoted in rank after he was transferred to deputy minister and was moved to the 
Sumned company to satisfy him financially. 


Some oil giants have left the field and have found work in the private sector 
setting up companies dealing in oil company services. 
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STRATEGIC, FOREIGN POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF GULF WAR EXPLORED 


London ARABIA THE ISLAMIC WORLD REVIEW in English No 10, Jun 82 pp 28-29 


[Article by Javed Ansari] 


[Text] ( More than 18 months have passed since 
7 Iraqi troops crossed into Khuzestan on 
September 22. 1980. Despite heavy losses on 
both sides and numerous conciliation attempts 
onthe partof the UN. the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conterence and individual Arab 
States, the war drags on. New Iraman offen- 
sives in| March and April seem to have 
achieved some success in the recovery of 
territory and the taking of several thousand 
Iraqi prisoners. But casualties on both sides 
are heavy. Iraq has stepped up its mobilisation 
effort. The net has been cast far and wide to 
enlist: recruits — including essential service 
workers, government employees previously 
granted exemption and even Iraqi research 
students in Europe and the United States. 

The Tragi war effort has recently found 
support among the countries of the Gulf 
revion. Throughout 198]. most of the Gulf 
States had carefully avoided strategic involve- 
ment in the war and Saudi Arabia has attemp- 
ted to play a part as a mediator. In December 
1981. the Bahrain government accused Iran of 
being a party to a Shia sponsored revolt. 
Documents alleging Iranian involvement in 
cncoouraging msurrection among the Shia com- 
mumty of severalbother Gult States have also 
been unearthed 

Phese documents are being used to fuel a 
well orchestrated = propaganda = campaign 
against Iran. Saddam Hussain’s old argument 
that Tran ts a more dangerous enemy than 
Israchis rapidly becoming an important theme 
nm Gault politcal literature where the war ts 
bemy portraved as a struggle to establish Arab 
ractabsupenornty over “the Persianenemy 7 

An escalation of the Gulf waris impossible 
without superpower acquiescence. It has been 
reported in the Middle Eastern press that the 
Reagan administration is seriously re-asses- 
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sing its role in the Gulf war. A re-appraisal of 
its commitment to official “neutrality” and to 
the “localisation” of the war has not served 
American interests, it 1s argued. There ts a 
need to counter growing Soviet influence in 
Iran by providing forthright American support 
to the Arab Gulf States and probably to Iraq 
itself through another country like Jordan, as 
has been rumoured. Such a policy could play 
an important part in overriding Arab objec- 
tions to an American military presence within 
the Gulf, but it 1s difficult to see how an 
extension of the Gulf war can serve as a means 
for reducing Soviet regional influence. 

The USSR’s policy of careful aloofness has 
paid some dividends. Its main Iranian client - 
the Tudeh party — remains an important and 
legal focus of power within the Iranian politic- 
al svstem. There are influential leaders within 
the ruling Islamic Republic Party - including 
the Prime Minister Musavi Kani and Majlis 
Speaker Hujatal Islam Rafsanjani — who argue 
that the USSR “has done no harm to the 
revolution.” A limited rapprochement with 
Russia following an intensification of the warts 
a distinct possibility. This will involve a dilu- 
tion of Avatollah Khomeinis “neither Fast 
nor West” policy and a virtual abandonment of 
the [ramian government's courageous stand on 
Afghanistan 

Success in oats Afghan initiative will im- 
measurably strengthen the USSR’s regional 
position. It will move rapidly to consolidate tts 
strategic hold in Iran in order to ensure that an 
anti-Soviet administration can never take pow- 
erin Teheran whatever the eventual outcome 
ofthe Gulf war 

There are important reasons tor a cautious 
re-appraisal of policies by both belligerents 
and their alhes) The Arab Gult States must 
carefully assess the price they must pay in 
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mulitansy and diplomatic terms ait the war as 
prolonged Tncreased US military. develop- 
mentin the Grult will peopardise the ettorts ot 
Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates to 
toster the development of a genuinely non- 
aligned and independent toreign policy 

The extension of the war wall entail large 
scale mobilisation. Traqg has already exper 
enced considerable ditticulties in army recruit 
ment. Desertions have become increasingly 
trequent and. contrary: to western press re- 
ports. these desertions trom the Traqiarmy are 
by no means contined to Shia troopers 
Although the Iraqi Baath party has proved to 
be an ettective political machine. its authority 
is being increasingly disputed — particularly in 
the western provinces and traqi Kurdistan 

Despite token Jordanian and Moroccan 
presence on the war tront. the contribution of 
the Arab States in manpower terms wall have 
to remain timated) This tact must be viewed in 
the context of the Tranian official claim that to 
date the government has succeeded in “arming 
“OU million people.” Whatever the truth of this 
clam. the factus that the Iraqitorees have been 
heavily outnumbered on the tronts. Most of 
the fighting on the Traman side has been 
undertaken “by swarming hordes of tanatic 
inregulars” (to quote Iraqi military: sources) 
and Iraman desertions have been virtually 
unknown, Moreover. the war has consolidated 
the hold of the [Islamic government on. the 
pol tical system 

Phe Islamie Republican Party has succeeded 
in destroving the political legitimacy of the 
Muyahidin-e-Khalg and its other mvals) Tt has 
branded them as “enemy agents and has 
succeeded ins winning support tor its) war 
poles in the non-Perstan provinces 

Perhaps the greatest loss of an extension ot 
the Gault War will be a@ gradual but inevitable 
decline in the commitment to the Palestine 
cause) With Arab opinion tully focused on the 
Cault. Israel will gam much-needed time to 
build upats nuclear arsenal Israel will become 
mereasingly capable of exercising regular poli 
tical hevemony. Tt wall seek to reduce its 
neighbours to the status of vassal states) The 
Arab states will tind themselves ina position 
Where they will have no option but to tolerate 
Israch expanstonism Arab inability. to retale 
ateoonthe Psrach bombing of the Praqrnuclear 
PROcessily pant nd more recentl on the 
Anne iron of the Golan Herghts may prove to 
be the fist steps am the direction of a Muslim 
accephince of snack hevemons 

Vn increase in’ Israch) combativeness and 
mulitary supenornty ts likely to be of concern to 
the Islamic government in Teheran which has 
consistently supported the Palestinians since 
the victory of the revolution in February 1979. 
Iran has alse reacted both diplomatically and 
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mulitarily to the seizure of the Golan Heights 
and has maintained relations with the PLO. 

An extension of the Gulf War ts potentially 
as injurious for Teheran as it is for the Arabs. 
The war provides an opportunity for Soviet 
entrenchment in Iran and increases the miltt- 
ary dependence of that country. A disengage- 
ment on the Iraqi tront can be a first step in 
countering Soviet influence in Iran and in 
Stepping up Iranian support for the embattled 
Afghan Muyahidin whose cause has been 
virtually abandoned by most Muslim coun- 
tries 

An end to hostilities in the Gulf area 
depends crucially upon a re-assessment by Iran 
of her foreign policy. Since the revolution 
Iran's foreign policy initiatives have been 
based on two crucial assumptions. The first of 
these is that the United States continues to 
pose the greatest military threat to Iran and 
containment of US Gulf initiatives ought to be 
a primary cornerstone of Iranian policy. Given 
America’s unreserved support to the Pahlavi 
regime. it was inevitable that the Islamic 
government should take such a view. Howev- 
er. the rapid movement of events during the 
last two years has induced astute Iranian 
politicians. including Mohandis Bazargan. 
Ibrahim = Yazdi and Sadeq Qutzbadeh. to 
underline the 1inportance of the threat trom 
the Soviet Union and to warn against: an 
under-estimation of the Soviet Union's poten- 
tal tor encouraging insurrection in Tran. The 
Iamic Republican Party has thought fit: to 
sience these voices, and its publications tre- 
quently accuse Bazargan of being “an Amer- 
ican svmpathiser. ~ 

The leaders of the IRP must not labour 
under the delusion that they have a monopoly 
on ideological sincerity or statesmanship: 
Bazargan’s Knowledge of Islam and his sac- 
rifices for the cause are second to none. A 
re-assessment of the potential threat) trom 
either superpower is an important: necessity 
and should not be delaved simply because 
those who advocate mn do not originate trom 
the ranks of the Shia ulema and place less 
emphasis on the preservation of Shia character 
of the Islamic revolution than do the leaders 
of the ruling IRP 

The second major assumption underiving 
Iranian foreign policy is that Shia theology and 
eschatology constitutes an indispensable basis 
for Islamicising society. The Iranian govern- 
ment has placed emphasis on developing 
contacts with Shia movements and organisa- 
tions in Trag. Svria. Lebanon. Afghanistan, 
the Gulf States. Pakistan and India. Most of 
these groups enjoved the patronage of the 
Shah 

Theys have little difficulty. in developing 
anew “revolutionary” image without under- 
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Pou AN structural re-organisation. Thes 
remain predominantly Shia in] membership 
and character and have developed no dialogue 
with other sections of the Muslim community 
lranian commitment to these organisations ts 
interpreted as an attempt to export Shism by 
ordinary citizens of Pakistan, Iraq and Saudi 
Arabia. 

The pro-Shia bias of Iranian foreign policy 
has soured the relationship between non-Shia 
Islamic groups in the Muslim world. Iran’s 
support for the minority Aliid Syrian dicta- 
torship is nothing less than a body blow to the 
Islamic revolutionary movement in the Fertile 
Crescent. 

Iranian) support) for Mrs Gandhi's 
regime induced by her party's support for Shia 
communal organisations in India ws bound to 
affect the relationship between Iran and the 
Jamaa-i-Islami Hind 

Istamicisation of Muslim societies inthe 
Middle Feast depends upon the unique historic- 
al evolution of each political entity and on the 
character of its own culture. The Tranian 
revolution does not — cannot — provide an 
infallible model for institutine Islamic social 
change in the other countries of the region. 

A nave beliet in the universal applicability 
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of the Iranian experience throughout the 
Muslim world is self-defeating. It creates 
unnecessary misunderstanding and hostility 
within the world Islamic movement, isolates 
Iran from the Muslim community of nations 
and creates opportunities for Soviet imperial- 
ism. 

Iranian foreign policy must be based on a 
more realistic assessment of regional possibili- 
ties. Iran must respond positively to current 
UN initiatives for an Iraqi withdrawal from all 
occupied territories and a subsequent uncon- 


ditional opening of negotiations to discuss 
regional disputes. 

An intensification of the Gulf War can only 
serve to widen the cleavage between Muslim 
states. The Iranian government's domestic 
policies have gone a long way towards uniting 
Shias and Sunnis within that country. These 
policies have been crucial in stimulating popu- 
lar support for the IRP government in the 
Kurdish Azerbaijan and Baluchi provinces. 
There 1s a need to reformulate Iran's foreign 
policy along similar lines. Both Arabs and 
Iramans must respond to the Quran's com- 
mand: “Hold fast altogether to the rope of 
Allah and do not separate... .~ 
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POLITICAL FATE OF COUNTRY AFTER KHOMEYNI DISCUSSED 
Brussels SPECIAL L'EVENTAIL in French No 120, 23-29 Apr 82 p 15 
[Article by C. Schaller: "The Post-Khomeyni Era"] 


[Text] Is Ayatollah Khomeyni turning his back on political 
life to devote himself to his role as Imam and executor of 
God's law? What will become of Iran if he disappears from 
the scene? Should we expect annexation by Moscow or radi- 
calization of the present dominant party, the Islamic Repub- 
lican Party, which wants to commit the country to the path 
of nonalignment? 


The dissidents in exile, among them former Prime Minister Bakhtiar, believe in- 
stead that there will be Soviet penetration. Isn't the current president Ali 
Khameini a former member of the Tudeh communist party? 


Islam and Communism: Incompatible 


And hasn't the sending of several Iranian economic missions to the countries 
of the Soviet Bloc been recently observed? Minister of Energy Ghafouri-Fard 
has, moreover, just signed an economic and technical cooperation protocol with 
the Soviet Union while other members of the Iranian Government went to Hungary, 
East Germany and Czechoslovakia with the object of exchanging their oil for 
pharmaceutical products. Besides, according to the most pessimistic rumors, 
the number of Soviet advisers working in Iran is presently estimated at 2,000. 
Isn't their role to promote a chaotic situation in the country in order for 
Moscow to be able to establish its authority there more easily? And at the 
same time certain observers feel that the Tudeh communist party is continuing 
to infiltrate into the Iranian Government while it appears evident that the 
United States and Western Europe are not sufficiently powerful in the region 
to ward off a possible crossing of the Iranian border by Soviet troops. 


In any case, the current Iranian foreign policy obviously differs relatively 
little from the Moscow line. Only 10 percent of Iranian trade is with the 
Soviet Union, much less than that of commercial exchanges with the United States. 


The most optimistic observers feel that the post-Khomeyni era will mean the 


maintenance in office of the current regime, despite the social revolution which 
affects both urban and rural classes of the population. Because relations with 
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Moscow would perhaps not be as favorable as they appear. Teheran required a 
reduction in Soviet diplomatic personnel in Iran as well as the closing of a 
consulate. Undoubtedly this should be viewed as Iranian disapproval of the 
Soviet posture in Afghanistan, its determination not to make any distinction 
between the superpowers and its assertion that it considers the alliance of 
communism and Islam incompatible. 


Although such an attitude is not irreversible. More moderate ayatollahs than 
Khomeyni could prove to be more favorable to communism, while being partisans 
of a clergy not given to politics. 


But the big question mark remains the army, presently very busy in its war 
against Iraq: an army which has lost the Shah's former generals, who are all 
in exile, and which finds itself directed by colonels who "Sharpened their 
claws" in the Gulf war. They could very well consider themselves the "saviors 
of Iran" and endanger the government's fragile stability. 


Under Moscow's Thumb 


As for the Soviet Union, in the eyes of international public opinion, it prob- 
ably has no interest in creating a new Afghanistan in Iran. Unless...unless 

the country sinks into anarchy. But Moscow probably would more gladly hope 

for a radical, independent, nonaligned Iran, using Soviet "advice" and depend- 
ing more closely on the trade of the countries of the East. This is not favor- 
ably regarded by certain Iranian nationalists because they want the construc- 
tion of a natural gas pipeline tying Iran to Turkey and the Western bloc. After 
all, the majority of observers think that in this imbroglio of influences, the 
post-Khomeyni period probably can not come about without the intervention of 

the army which in the end would lead the country into an alliance with the West. 
For the present, several Western countries are cooperating with the Teheran 
government. Commercial relations bind! 


Hasn't Great Britain just decided to reopen its embassy? 
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CABINET APPROVES BUDGET FOR WAR AGAINST ISRAEL 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 10 Jun 82 p l 


[Text ] TEHRAN — — Premier Mir =—dignity. 


Hussein Musavi said in a press 
conference yesterday that the 
Supreme Defense Council] has 
taken decisions to face the tss- 
ue of Iran's fight against Zion- 
ism, an Iranian political-milita- 
ry mission has travelled to Sy- 
ria and the cabinet has also al- 
ready approved budget now to 
be ratified by Majlis (parliam- 
ent) to wage war against Israel. 
reported IRNA. 


Evaluating aspects of 4 for- 
thcoming Non-aligned Nations 
Conterence, Premier Musavi 
said that to hold the summit in 
Baghdad 1s to hit the last nail 
in the coffin after which the 
Non-aligned movement will no 
longer be able to regain its lost 


Announced the premier: 
Such a conterence ts bound to 
be a failure because to stage 
the conference in Baghdad goes 
against all initial principles and 
commitments of the movement. 

We have evidence to believe 
that the summit will not be 
held in Baghdad. If it 1s. t will 
be in a disintegrated way whi- 
ch is worse than its non-form- 
ation. 

Of course, the prevailing 
war situation will naturally cr- 
eate a feeling in the conferen- 
ce that there ts no adequate se- 
curity. Selection of Saddam 
Hussein to head the Non-align- 
ed Nations Movement presents 
a situation (o joke about and 
poses as an Illogical aspect. 
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"DON'T THINK EAST BETTER THAN WEST'--MONTAZERI 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 10 Jun 82 pl 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


4600/569 


Qum — — Theleaders of vanous 
liberation movements who are 
now in fran on the occasion of 
the birth anniversary of the 
12th imam, Hazrat Mahdi and 
the day of the Oppressed called 
on the prominent jurisprudent 
Avatullah Montazeri yesterday, 
the IRNA reported. 

In this meeting, the Aya- 
tullah, talking on the invisible 
help from Allah and the 12th 
Imam in the course of the 
imam’‘s absence, sad that if 
they wish to win thet struggle 
they had to base all their 
activities on Islamic teachings 
and decrees, and that they 
could be assured that the 
mastyrdom-seeking attitude 
would bring them victory. 


“You must coordmate,”’ 
added Montazeri, ‘‘your people 
in the course of your strugges 
against Zionism and imperia- 
lism. Avoid the groups who 
follow nationalistic and secta- 
rian interests. All such groups 
have been brought into exis 
tence as a result of the impe- 
rialistic plots for sowing the 
seeds of discord among Mus- 
lims.”’ 


in enother part of his 
speech, Montazeri stated that 
though the Western imperialists 
end the Zwnists were the 
greatest exploitative forces in 
the world, one should not ever 
think that there was any diff- 
erence in the imperialist nature 
of the Eastern and the Western 


Superpowers. 
“Neither East nor West,’’ 


he added, is the only true Isla- 
mic policy. Those who could 
liberate Kivuzestan and Khor- 
ramshahr wich the intention of 
liberating Quns snd the Me; 
que of Al Aqsa, should be 
aware that it is only the begin- 
ning of their strugge. 

He added later that Quds 
could be liberated through the 
unity of Muslim fighters. De- 
nouncing the Egyptian and the 
Saudi Arabian regimes, Monta- 
zeri said that the Islamic lands 
which were occupied by force, 
would soon be liberated by 
force, of the Muslim masses. 

He conciuded his speech 
by saying that it was a shame 
on the one billion Muslims of 
the world, to be under domi- 
Nation and oppression by three 
million Zomsts. 
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IRGC AND ARMED FORCES JOINTLY ENTER IN WAR AGAINST ZIONISTS 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 12 Jun 82 pl 


[Text] 


"SO: 


4600/570 


TEHRAN, (IRNA) - Iran's 
top level military and political 
mission returned to Tehran 
from Damascus Thursday, 
concluding talks with Syrian 
officials on adopting a joint 
military strategy towards the 
ongoing Zionist attack against 
Lebanese territory. One of the 
delegations members, Defense 
Minister Colonel Salimi, speak- 
ing of the mission's outcome 
referred to the talks of the 
delegation with Syrian Presid- 
ent Hafez Assad during the 
first stage of the trip. 

In that meeting, also 
attended by the Syrian Forcign 
Minster Abdul-Halim Khadd. 
am, the aims of the mission's 
trip were explained, the defen. 
se minister added. 

In the second stage of the 
trip, several consultative sessi- 
ons were held with Syrian mill- 
tary officials the consequences 
of which were reported to the 
Syrian president, added Colon- 
el Salimi. 

Another member of the 
mission, (;.round torces Com. 
mandet Colonel Salimi reaffir- 
med that the islam« comba- 
tants were capable of fighting 
against this latest /ionisi aggre- 
ssson amultanecous with they 
fighting the Iraqi aggression. 

IRGC Commander Kezai. 


also among the members of the 
mission, speaking on the Zion- 
wst designs, namely to expand 
its territory from the Nile 
River to the Euphrates, said 
that the Islamic combatants 
would answer this conspiracy 
on the battlefield. 


According to other 
reports the first group of the 
combatants of the Islamic 
Republic of tran will be dispat- 
ched to Southern Lebanon to 
counter the Zionist forces 
today (Thursday) and tomorr- 
ow (yesterday) upon the 
approval of the Syrian gover- 
nment. This was announced 
Thursday by the = deputy 
commander of the Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps 
(IRGC) Ali Shamkhani, in the 
seminar of the Liberation 
Movements in Tehran. 

This followed the recent 
announcement by President 
Khamenei on Iran's prepared. 
ness to dispatch tts forces to 
counter the /tonist troops in 
Southern Lebanon. To further 
prove tran’s support for and 
cooperation with the Muslim 
forces confronting with the 
/ionist enemy, a high ranking 
franian military and political 
delegation ieft) for Svriai on 
Monday. 
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SOVIET VISE SEEN CLOSING IN ON IRAN 
Paris LE FIGARO in French No 11.713,30 Apr 82 pp 88-89 
[Article by Robert Lacontre: "Iran: Moscow Assumes the Offensive" 


[Text] The post-Khomeyni period has begun. Thirty-five million Iranians no 
longer support the bloodbath, the assassinations, the summary executions, 
individuals' taking justice into their own hands, the massacres between 

tribes, the tortures and rapes in the prisons, the generalized chaos into 
which they were plunged by the rabble which controls the street, the false 
mollahs and the fanatics for Allah, more or less remote-controlled by a foreign 
power. In total, more than ten times more victims than during the Shah's 
entire regime: 200,000 dead, without counting 50,000 soldiers fallen on the 
battlefield confronting the Iraqi armies. 


In this atmosphere of butchery, Qotbzadeh's "confession" exploded among the 

22 ethnic groups of this immense Persian mosaic, three times larger than 
France, as a provocation. Hadn't the former minister of foreign affairs, one 
of the most dubious men of the revolution, served the purposes of those who 
wanted to push the "true patriots" aside? So it was a question of implicating 
in an alleged plot against Khomeyni the Ayatollah Shari'atmadari, 83 years old 
and previously untouchable, the true religious head of the Iranian Shi'ites. 
The faithful of ‘Ali (Fatima's husband, Mohammad's son-in-law, the fourth 
caliph, treacherously assassinated) do not have a hierarchy as in the Catholic 
Church, but Kaem Shari'atmadari can nonetheless be placed in the second rank 
of Shi'ism after Ayatollah Khoi, 90 years old, who has been praying for three 
generations in the holy city of Najaf in Iraq; Khomeyni is only in fifth or 
sixth position. Moreover, the powerful old man, who has always been the rival 
of the exile of Neauphle-le-Chateau, is venerated by 13 million Turkish 
speakers in Azerbaijan. He has always been against violence, against cor- 
ruption, the excesses of the revolution, and unlimited powers for revolutionary 
committees. He is especially anti-Soviet, if not to say anti-Russian. It is 
in this respect that he is particuarly annoying. Now, Qotbzadeh, eclipsed by 
the turbans, has made a fortune since leaving the post of minister by engaging 
in the import-export trade. Shari'atmadari knows it, as he also knows that 
the Russians are his country's worst enemies. 


"Here I am, here I stay," Stalin said in 1941, after his troops had occupied 
the north of Iran. It took the ultimatum of Truman, then the only one to have 
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the atomic bomb, for the Red Army to withdraw. The Russians had already come 
to settle in Iran, especially after the World War I. They had even created a 
Soviet republic there. It was the Shah's father, with his cossacks, who 
dislodged them, while Shari'atmadari called on the entire people to revolt 
against the occupier. It is no secret to anyone that the "neighbors in the 
north," tsarist or bolshevik, had a small idea in the back of their minds: 

1. encircle the Gulf, 2. reach the warm seas. Undoubtedly they invaded 
Afghanistan only in order better to strangle Iran or even to have a bargaining 
chip, persuaded as they were that the Americans would intervene directly after 
elimination of the Shah. Carter overwhelmed them. He did better than the 
worst of the sovereigns of the 46 dynasties. He offered Russia the Persian 
Empire on a platter with 30 billion sophisticated weapons, with all the Iranian 
(and Afghan) gas which today is coming to the furnaces of Western Europe in 
exchange for good currency. 


The Soviet Vise 


Qotbzadeh declared that he had made contact with Shari'atmadari through the 
intermediary of two hojjatol-eslam, Haj Mehdi Madavi and Abdul Reza Hejazi. 
The latter was a notorious agent of the Shah's secret police. He has saved 
his skin by working today for the SAVAMA, SAVAK's heir. He would be, as it 
were, a new Father Gapon who ignited the fire on Bloody Sunday in Saint 
Petersburg. Guilty or not, Shari'atmadari was deprived of his religious 
titles. This sanction is without precedent in the history of Shi'ism. It 
immediately set off a chain reaction throughout all the cities of Iran. The 
bazaars were immediately closed. Tabriz, the capital of Azerbaijan, was in 
general unrest. The entireclersy was in turmoil. 


The Qashgai and Boyeralmadi tribes to the south of Shiraz (50,000 men) 
revolted. The “guardians of the revolution" and the army launched a major 
operation with helicopters and heavy artillery in order to subdue them. At 
this moment, several regiments were making for Baluchistan. Advised by the 
Russians, Khomeyni's entourage decided to eliminate all opponents by force and 
to annihilate all ethnic groups who resisted the "religious authorities." 


The Soviet vise is closing on Iran. Three thousand Tajik agents--Tajikistan 
is one of the five Muslim republics of Soviet Central Asia (the only one of 
Persian ethnicity; the four others are of Turkish origin)--are in office in 
all the key posts of the country. With the help of the socioreligious 
authorities, they crept into all the ministries, administrations, and the 
management of enterprises. The Tudeh, the Iranian communist party, controls 
all the trade unions. Thanks to the pro-Soviets of the turbaned regime-- 
President Khamene'i, his brother Prime Minister Musavi Khamene'i, the first 
vice president Kho'ini, who was the head of the student commando unit that 
took the American diplomats hostage for 444 days, the false ayatollah Rey 
Chari, president of the revolutionary tribunals, Prosecutor General Lujavardi, 
the false monk Guilani who speaks Farsi with an Arab accent--the Russians are 
penetrating everywhere. Even Khomeyni's son Ahmed is said to be a Russian 
"mole."' Then again, it would be enough to read the little manual which has 
just been published by the commander in chief of the guardians of the 
revolution, Mossem Reza'i, under the title "Tactics and Technique of 


38 

















Revolution" to understand the marvels of Castroite Marxism. There we are 
indeed far from the Koran, but very close to Che Guevara and Regis Debray. 
To this must be added the presence of 12 Soviet divisions concentrated along 
2,500 kilometers of frontier, then the 350 which are contiguous with 
Afghanistan. 


The head of the Iranian communist party Nureddin Kianuri, is very friendly 
with Ahmed Khomeyni. Son and grandson of mollahs (Imam Khomeyni greatly 
admires his grandfather who was a fanatic monk), he has done remarkable work 

in retirement. He learned patience in the Shah's prisons and the art of 
subversion in the countries of the East and at the school for cadres in Moscow. 
He speaks Farsi, German, French, English and Russian. He is waiting only for 
the Kremlin's order to launch his partisans and commandos in an attack on the 
government. For the present he is constantly saying in private, "The building 
of socialism can begin under the Islamic umbrella...waiting for the mollahs' 
regime to collapse." 


Furthermore, Moscow is in no hurry. With Khomeyni's authorization, the 
Russians are continuing, the construction of an important naval aviation base 
in Tcha Bahar, close to the Pakistani border. This is the first Soviet break- 
through to the Indian Ocean. With Aden and Socotra, the Kremlin today 
controls the oil route. Moreover, this did not prevent the Russian MIG's from 
bombing the small Iranian city of Harmak on the northern border of Afghanistan 
in order to annihilate a concentration of Afghan refugees without the Teheran 
government's becoming uneasy or protesting. 


Particularly astonishing in this situation is Prince Reza's declaration. 
Manipulated by his entourage who speak highly of the mojahedin, his worst 
enemies, and of Qotbzadeh, the prince stated, 'The royalist groups are like 
flies around a pot of honey." No doubt this remark, republished in London in 
Al Dastour, an Iraqi-financed anti-Assad newspaper of Syrian emigres, and in 
Paris in Iran-Diahan, published in Persian (Mossadegh leaning, leftist national 
front) surprised the million Iranian refugees (70,000 in France) and all 
notables of the former regime or new exiles who are trying to find a possible 
successor to Khomeyni between two whiskies in the fashionable circles of the 
Western capitals. Probably they take their wish for reality. All the same, 

a royalist movement advocating the return to power in Iran of the Qajar 
dynasty, which preceded the Pahlavi, has just been created in Paris under the 
wing of Prince Mozaffar Firouz, grandson of the last Qajar Shah. Now, every- 
one knows that the Qajars are not deliberately anti-Russian. Quite to the 
contrary. However, everything leads one to believe that the post-Khomeyni 
period will not be shaped in Paris in London or in Washington, but in Teheran. 


Iran is the history of two shattered dreams, to use the title of the book by 
Houchang, Nahavandi, former vice-chancellor of the University of Teheran: the 
imperial dream, that of greatness, and the revolutionary dream, that of 
freedom and justice, which was swallowed up in a vengeful flood of blood. It 
is also a powderbox which has not finished exploding, as Edouard Sablier 
explains in a work which scrutinizes the secrets of the Islamic revolution. 
But it is above all one of the hot spots of the planetary battle between two 
world views. It is an important case on the international chessboard. It 


39 








took the Americans’ committing a monumental 2rror in judgment by dropping the 
Shah abruptly for the advantage to pass immediately to the adversary. Today 
the Western camp will have a great deal of trouble in obtaining even a tie. 
All the fine speeches ex cathedra won't change anything in the reality in the 
field: a shattered empire, hate-filled and emotive peoples, exacerbated 
tribal nationalisms, Kurds and Baluchis, who will never obey a bogus leader 
and who will never submit to a foreign occupier. Once Khomeyni is dead, the 
massacre will expand; the communists, who are in a perfect position, will keep 
score, and will immediately call the Russian tanks to the rescue. They will 
surge up to the banks of the Gulf, right across from the oil wells. 


9380 
CSO: 4619/108 
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AMAL LEADER DISCUSSES VARIOUS POLITICAL ISSUES WITH REPORTER 
Tehran ETTELA'AT in Persian 21 Apr 82 pp 13, 11 


[Text] As we briefly indicated before, one member of the newspaper's 
editorial council was dispatched to Syria on a mission. We will later, God 
willing, write about this trip and its accomplishments in a report. 


The interviews and discussions took place in Beirut with suffering, experienced 
old Palestinian men, with combative youths of the Palestine resistance move- 
ment, and in general with persons in the resistance in the Palestinian region 
and inside the camps encircled by the bloodthirstiest of enemies, meaning 
Israel and its Lebanese supporters. We held conversations with a group of 
fighting Palestinan youths and drew them into discussion. We will present 
these two sections separately. 


But what we present today is our interview with the vice-president of the Amal 
Movement's leadership council and the movement's official spokesman, "Abu 
Hashem". Some of the most fruitful sections of this trip were meetings with 
the fighting youths of the Amal Movement and its leaders. 


In the trip report which, God willing, we will write, we will present a great 
deal of material in this regard, particularly since Lebanon's Shiites and the 
Amal Movement are forever merged in our minds with two great men of Islam 
(Musa Sadr and martyr Chamran). 


"Abu Hashem" is one of the beloved ones who believes in imam Khomeyni's line, 
and in the best and most loyal way believes in Theocratic Rule and the imam's 
leadership for all Muslims throughout the world. Abu Hashem stoutly defends 
Iran's Islamic revolution, and you will well understand his intellectual and 
political points of view from the text of our interview with him. 


We visited Abu Hashem at the headquarters of the Amal Movement's command 
council in the "Borj Al-Borojneh" district in southern Beirut. He acted 
towards us with great humility, magnaminity and affection. 


The district that we indicated was the target of attacks by Zionist supporters, 
Iraqi Ba'thists and such like during Lebanon's recent clashes. It was hit by 
rockets and mortars, and we shall write about what in general is befalling 
these dear people. 
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Before the interview's text, we have two essential explanations to make 
before you read the interview. 


The Amal Movement has a general congress every year, and an election for the 
leadership council is held once every two years. Our interview with brother 
Hashem took place one day before the annual general congress. 


Despite the fact that an election program was not part of the program of this 
year's congress, sources close to the Amal Movement deemed elections probable. 
In the interview's fifth question we raised this matter with brother Abu 
Hashem. Right here it is necessary to say that the congress was held, and 
just as brother Abu Hashem had predicted, no elections whatsoever took place. 
A renewal of allegiance to the imam's leadership was one of the results the 
congress reached and officially announced. 


Imam Musa Sadr is considered the founder of the Amal Movement, and on the 
basis of the spiritual effect and wide influence which he has among Lebanon's 
Shiites, he is recognized as the commander-in-chief of the Amal Movement. The 
commander-in-chief has total authority, and he can even amend the views and 
decision-making of the Command Council. In his absence, this position has not 
been turned over to anyone, and even now imam Musa Sadr is considered 
commander-in-chief. Shaykh Medhi Shamsoddin, vice-president of the Supreme 
Islamic Majlis of Lebanon's Shiites, is also recognized as a leader of the 
Amal Movement. Since some persons from Amal were bringing up the possibility 
that Shaykh Shamsoddin's succession to the position of commander-in-chief 
might be raised in the congress, we asked about it in our sixth question. 


The text of the interview follows: 


[Question] In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. You have 
certainly heard the news of Islam's warrior's recent victories in Iran. What 
is your view of the matter? How do you view the future of the Iran-Iraq war? 


[Answer] Lt was evident from the beginning that the Islamic revolution which 
began in Iran completely differed from everything else previously called a 
"revolution." This blessed revolution proved that it is a real revolution 
which transformed and overturned everything, and truly put the government in 
the peoples' hands, and the people under the leadership of imam Khomeyni, may 
God preserve him, made Islam and the divine teachings sovereign. Therefore, 
this revolution was able to create a steady, firm movement which had divine 
sanction, support and certain victory behind it. 


This caused others to be frightened. The colonialist forces revised their 
calculations and persuaded the Lraqi regime to start this cruel war against 
the Lslamic revolution, which is nothing but service to Zionism and colonial- 
ism. In this way the advance of the revolution could be prevented. They 

know that if the Islamic revolution is left alone so that it can grow, it will 
expand and include the whole Arab region, and God willing, under the leader- 
ship of His Eminence the Hidden Imam, will embrace the entire world. 
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Therefore, Muslims who know the realities of the revolution and attribute 
importance to its destiny, and who are acquainted with the ways of thought 

of Hosseyn's crusaders will naturally not be confronted with anything un- 
expected when they hear the news of these victories. This is because it is 
natural that Hosseyn's Muslims should never permit the aggressor to remain on 
their soil and should resist so strongly in their battle that it suprises all 
the world. This war reminds us of the battle of Hosseyn's companions in their 
defense of Islam and the truth. 


Iran's Victory in Liberating Jerusalem 


We completely believe that Exalted God and his angels support Islam's warriors 
in two ways. The first support is the bravery that is in the breast of all 
warriors and causes them to desire martyrdom. This inspires them with a 

great deal of strength and power, and makes shields of their chests, so that 
they stand up against tanks and inspire fear in others. The second support is 
direct divine support by means of the angels. The best proof of this claim 

is the crash of the U.S. airplanes in the Tabas desert. 


Therefore, although we have heard and are hearing that people can conquer 

all enemies despite the fact that they do not have the equipment the aggressor 
possesses, despite all the resources that the East and West gives the enemy, 
it is not strange to us. The people have total faith, and as long as they 
long for God and the truth, victory is with them. We believe that this war 
will end, with God's help, in the fall of Saddam's regime ruling Iraq and in 
the establishment of an Islamic government. God willing, this will open the 
way for the Jerusalem army to advance towards the borders of Palestine and 

the liberation of Jerusalem, with the cooperation of the noble Arab belivers. 


Israel's Attacks on Southern Lebanon 


[Question] Southern Lebanon is enduring many difficulties and pains. 
Political experts predict that the Zionists are planning a barbaric attack in 
the future in addition to the present wide-spread attacks. It is possible 
that the future attack will lead to the occupation of some land. How do you 
see the ability and power of southern Lebanon's dispossessed and in particular 
the warriors of the Amal Movement to defend their territory and prevent this 
aggression? 


[Answer] Israel, the United States and their mercenaries find no one 
confronting them at the present time to restrain them from this action. It 
is possible that they will consider the present opportunity a windfall since 
the Islamic revolution is involved in a war with the sold-out aggressors on 
the Iraqi border, and they will aggress against southern Lebanon. This is 
particularly true since the Arabs have decided not to fight or resist. 


At the present, if such an aggression occurs and southern Lebanon or part of 
it is occupied, we are ready to resist the U.S. tanks and self-propelled 
equipment in Israeli hands with our bare chests. If we are incapable of 
attacking Israel alone, we will never be incapable of defending outselves, 
and we will do so with all our existing resources. Our people and youths who 
have studied in Hosseyn's school of thought know how to prove that they are 
Hosseyn's children. 
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The Amal Movement and Palestinian Resistance 


For the same reason, we are striving with all our might to eliminate the state 
of convulsion existing between the Amal Movement, the Palestine resistance 
movement and the Lebanon National Movement, or at least reduce it to a minimum. 
(Here it is necessary to explain that sometimes we have difficulties with 
them). We are trying to impose conditions on our people which are sometimes 
unbearable for them in order to increase our cooperation with the Palestinians 
so that we can have more extensive resources in the struggle against Zionism. 
We ask God for success in this matter so that we can prove our right and merit 
in our belief in Islam and the oppressed. 


[Question] Since the day that the first Jewish emigrant stepped onto 
Palestine's lands till today when the Zionist regime has occupied all of the 
Palestinian territory and some territories belonging to Arab countries, a great 
many compromising solutions have been proposed. 


However, we see that Israel every day has greater boldness in aggressing 
against our Islamic lands. What is your position in relation to these compro- 
mising plans, and finally, what is the solution which can free these 
territories? 


Camp David and the Fahd Plan 


[Answer] We believe that compromising solutions, whether they are named Camp 
David or the Fahd Plan, and whatever else might be offered in the future, are 
different faces of the same program and policy, which is one of compromise, 
degradation and flight from jihad against enemies. The planners of this sort 
of program and its promoters are either real Zionists who have put on Arab 
dress, or they are not Zionists but low, despicable men whose will have been 
destroyed and who do not care what history will write about them or how God 
will punish them, because they have no belief in God or history's judgment. 


As for the Zionist enemy, it has been proved from the beginning of history up 
till now that they will not leave the field unless forced. An aggressive, 
tyrannical enemy that seeks to gain from every destructive, aggressive method 
cannot turn towards negotiation and peace Our only solution is jihad. 


Nearly all the Arab governments are compromisers and made up of those who have 
viven themselves up to degradation and lowness. We are confident that the 
children of the Arab and Islamic lands will be victorious, particularly after 
the ijistory of Iran's Islamic revolution. In its confrontation with the shah 
and the United States, the Islamic revolution put its first obstacle behind it 
and was victorious. We are confident that it also will be victorious against 
its second obstacle, which is the aggressive war imposed by Iraq. Then it will 
unite with the strugglers and crusaders from the Arab countries, and trium- 
phantly enter the Al-Aqsa Mosque, just as at the beginning of Islam. 


Military Balance Between the Arabs and Israel 


[Question] A number raise the issue of a strategic imablance between the Arabs 
and the Zionist regime and thus justify their position of not struggling 
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decisively against the Zionists. Will this logic be productive and 
effective? And since such a balance has not been established, what factors 
exist in the struggle between the Zionist regime and the standard-bearers of 
the liberation of the Islamic territories? 


[Answer] "A balance does not exist"' because we have no will. We stress the 
claim that if the resources being used in the war against Iran were used in a 
war against Israel, we would now have no problem. But just as we have said, 
they have sold their consciences to the devil and their brains to colonialism, 
and have accepted life in degradation. 


The issue is that of the victory of nations over governments. These nations 
now know how to realize superiority on the field of battle and to end Israel's 
aggressions on our history and territory. Those who say that the Arabs' 
problem is the lack of a strategic balance between them and Israel are not 
speaking the truth. This is not the problem. Instead, the fundamental prob- 
lem is the firm solidarity and connections between the U.S. Arabs and Israel. 
All of them are serving a single interest and goal. 


It is for this very reason that oil and Arab resources and the number of Arabs 
(which is a hundred times the number of Israelis) does not permit any rational 
person to consider this behavior and logic correct or acceptable. The issue 
is that of willpower in war and the provision of military equipment and 
achieving a requisite balance for war with Israel. If they want to, they can, 
God willing, just as I said in my previous answer, we will achieve this with 
the help of Iran's Islamic revolution, and we will stand face-to-face with 
Israel and be victorious. 


[Question] The Amal Movement's annual congress will be held tomorrow. What 
is the congress's program, and do you predict any basic alterations in the 
movement's political programs, its cadres or leadership? 


[Answer] In the third grand congress which was held last year, it was decided 
that congresses should be held annually, and elections held every two years. 
Therefore we will not have any elections tomorrow. The congress will listen 

to the political and executive report of the leadership council. There is also 
a political document and declaration which is an indicator of the leadership 
council's political line and which must be approved by the general congress. 


Thus the congress has no other program than this one unless it decides that 
elections should be held, and if so they will be held. I do not predict that 
any fundamental changes will occur, and I even consider elections a remote 
possibility. 


Amal 's Leadership 


[Question] Will the issue of a successor to the commander-in-chief of the 
Amal Movement be raised? 


[Answer] No one has raised this issue because it evokes the thought that imam 


Musa Sadr will not return. The Amal Movement will not accept giving this 
titie to anyone. 
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Perhaps the issue will be raised as to the movement's guide, Shaykh Mohammad 
Mehdi Shamsoddin, having, more authority. This is an issue that should be 
studied and discussed if it is raised. IL prefer to say and emphasize that 
this year everything will remain in its previous state and no changes will 
occur. The Amal Movement will stress unity in the ranks and sincere coopera- 
fion, and no changes will take place. 


[Question] What expectations do you have of the Islamic Republic of Iran 
concerning Muslims outside of Iran, and what are the republic's duties in 
regards to them? 


[Answer] Our first expectation of the Islamic Republic of Iran whose victor- 
ious spring breeze is now blowing our way is that it open the road of jihad, 
against Israel, and give us the chance to liberate the sacred occupied lands. 
This is the basic point. 


As to the services and resources that should be given to the dispossessed 

and oppressed in Lebanon and other places, in our view the Islamic republic 
will not withhold anything in performing the role that the Prophet's family 
carried out in serving the people and God's slaves, in achieving social justice 
and helping the oppressed. What can I say about Islam's true government? 


We have always asked Exalted God: "Your God wanted for you a generous 
government which supports Islam and those of it, and conquers sedition and 
those of it."" And this is that government. We expect it to bring Islam and 
Muslims to honor, and to debase sedition and its followers. 


God willing, we will be part of this government and its helpers, and part of 
those who achieve greatness in its shadow. 


Amal's Political, Military and Social Situation 


[Question] Could you talk a little about the Amal Movement's general 
situation from the political, military and social aspects? 


[Answer] From the political angle, the Amal Movement is endeavoring to inform 
the people, trying to put them in step with the Islamic revolution and its 
policy, and trying to turn them away from the type of political thought 
prevalent in Lebanon, or in better words, from the western policies that 
govern the region. On the same basis, we are trying to gradually coordinate 
and harmonize our relations and positions vis-a-vis the United States, those 
affiliated with it, those Arabs cooperating with Isreal and the United States, 
and those in Lebanon having a link and cooperation with the East and West, 
with the approach and links that the Islamic republic and the Islamic revolu- 
tion has with them. 


Our effort is the preserve the south from Israel's occupation, and prepare 
the people to confront Israel. 


Amal's Relations with Other Organizations 


We want our link with the Palestinians to be a brotherly one, and to have a 
shared destiny. We want them to put aside the approach of interfering in the 
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lives of Lebanon's people, and concentrate their efforts on a jihad to free 
their territory. We will cooperate with them in this area. 


As for the Marxists, we want to struggle against them from the political and 
social angle. It is not imperative that we definitely war with each other 
by using weapons, for we want to avoid bloodshed and inflicting harm on the 
people. We reject any kind of cooperation with the Lebanese Front and the 
Phalangists. This is because they cooperate with Israel. Any time they 
battled against us, we fought against them, and we also had martyrs. 


Lebanon's Government Is Cruel 


We consider Lebanon's government a cruel one which has ignored its duties and 
given itself up to joint plots with the Lebanese Front. On this basis, we 
have the least possible coopccation with them. We expect its condition to 
improve. 


From the military angle we prepare our movement and the people in general for 
defense and carrying weapons according to our resources. This is so that they 
can confront our enemies and every enemy of the community, and achieve 

victory from our righteous and just positions, particularly in dealing with 
Israel. We can say that right now we have 15 thousand combatants who can go 
under arms at any instant. When necessary this figure can rise to 150 or 200 
thousand, because all the people are with the Amal Movement. 


We consider our most important duty to be support of the people, and building 
their relations on a foundation of righteousness, and justice for the orphans 
and children of the martyrs. To do this we have created some institutions 

to provide security to these persons. So far we have not been able to carry 
out our important work in this direction, since we have been constantly 
involved with our difficulties, sometimes with the left, sometimes with the 
right, and sometimes with Sa'ad Haddad, so this is natural. 


This is because everyone wants to restrain Amal from its social reconstruc- 
tion. For if this were to occur, nothing, no goods, would remain for the 
others to trade with. 

We ask God for our condition in this regard to improve in the future. 

Prayer in Jerusalem 

{Question] Do you have a message for Iran's Muslim people? 

[Answer] |! Say to them, increase your unity and self-sacrifice since we are 


expecting, you to meet us in Jerusalem, God willing, and to pray with imam 
Khomeyni and Seyyed Musa Sadr. 


9597 
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HAJJ, AN OCCASION TO SPREAD ISLAMIC REVOLUTION OF IRAN 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 15 Jun 82 p 2 


{Text ] 


TEHRAN (IRNA) — The three-day seminar of the 
religious scholars leading the Hajj pilgrimage groups 
opened here Sunday morning by the Minister of 
Ershad Islami (Islamic Guidance). Hojjatoleslam 
Abdolmajid Ma’adhikhah. , 

In his opening speech, the Minister talked 
about the importance of Hajj in the promotion and 
spread of Islamic culture in human societies as well 
as the role of the Ulema in providing the pilgrims 
with necessary information. 

He further told the audience that Hajj was one 
occasion in which both the internal and external 
dimensions could mark a tuming point in making 
the Islamic Revolution of Iran better known 
abroad. If the Iranian pilgrims and especially the 
Ulema leading the Hajj groups, acted properly, a 
great wave would be created to fulfill the supreme 
objectives of Islam in Muslim societies. 

In another part of his opening speech, the Mini- 
ster of Ershad Islami, said “our pilgrims behaviour 
could express the goals of the Islamic Revolution 
of Iran and they should act in a manner so the vici- 
ous propaganda of the enemies of the Islamic Re- 
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public would be thwarted with the help of God.” 
He further called on the Ulema to use their 


| utmost efforts during the Hajj ceremonies to pre- 
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serve the dignity of Islam and the Islamic Republic 
of Iran which had been under attack by anti-Isla- 
mic enemies. _ 

The next speaker of the session was the repre- 
sentative of Imam Khomeini in the Political Ideolo- 
gical Headquarters of the Armed Forces, Hujjat ul- 
Eslam Safaie, who referring to the role of propa 
ganda in the destiny of the people of the world, 
said that most of the public relations budget of 
European countries was being spent on special poli- 
cies against the oppressed nations. He added that 
the West feared the Ulema of the Islamic Republic 
because of their power of speech and writing used 
to awaken the oppressed nations of the world. 

Some 600 Ulema of the Hajj groups from 
throughout the country, selected according to spe- 
cial criteria of the Hajj organization and coopera- 
tion of the representatives of Imam Khomeini, 
were among the participants in this seminar. 
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ISSUES CONNECTED WITH ILRAN-IRAQ WAR ANALYZED BY MUSAVI 
Tehran JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI in Persian 11 May 82 p 12 


[Text] In a special interview yesterday afternoon with the special correspon- 
dent of JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI, Engineer Mir Hoseyn Musavi, the prime minister of 
Iran, spoke of new problems relating to Iraq's war against Iran. Inthe course 
of the interview, the prime minister warned the reactionary countries of the 
area that Saddam was on his last legs, and that American agents could not 

keep him in power with their propaganda. The prime minister added: 'Saddam 
must be destroyed because if he is allowed to stay in office, the whole area 
may go up in flames."" Addressing the countries of the area, Musavi said, "If 
the countries of the area really want peace, they should realize that peace 

is not possible while Saddam is around." 


Referring to Saddam's war-mongering, Engineer Musavi said, "The war will not 
end until all of Iran's terms are met." In reference to Saddam's delaying 
tactics aimed at reinforcing his armies, the prime minister said, "We will 
do everything that is necessary to defend ourselves." 


In regard to the decision to hold the conference of nonaligned nations in 
Baghdad, Engineer Musavi said, "Such an action is tantamount to the destruc- 
tion of the ideals of the nonaligned movement." He added, "Saddam's downfall] 
will shake the weak foundations of Mubarak's regime." 


The full text of the special interview with the prime minister is as follows: 


[Question] From the very beginning of Iraq's imposed war, the Islamic 
Repub)ic of Iran has propcesed and insisted upon certain specific conditions 
for ending the war. Owing to the changes taking place on the front, the 
first condition, namely, reaching the borders has been largely fulfiiled by 
the direct action of the Islamic warriors themselves. In thie light of this 
fact, what is your opinion about Iran's conditions and do you think that any 
changes are necessary now? 


[Answer] The conditions and standards of the Islamic Republic are based on 
universal values and criteria accepted by people all over the world. Con- 
sequently, both at the time wh... a large portion of our land was occupied by 
Iraq's aggressive forces, and at present, our conditions remain unchanged. 
Whether at the time when we had to face the possibility, however remote, that 
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Saddam's force might advance to Tehran, or whether under the present 
conditions when we are dealing telling blows to them and Saddam's regime is 
on the edge of destruction, our proposed conditions remain the same. 


At present, we are nearing the fulfillment of one of our goals, but we have 
not realized it fully yet. Undoubtedly, the liberation of our beloved 
Khuninshahr will be an important step towards the achievement of this goal. 
But the war will not end until all the conditions are met. It is obvious that 
our nation has suffered great losses and casualties, and reparations for these 
losses will have to be paid by the aggressor. 


[Question] It appears that Saddam has interpreted Iran's statement that we 
are not aggressors to mean that whatever the situation, Iran will proceed 
only up to the border and establish itself there. If the war continues, and 
if Iraq tries to reinforce its armies while using delaying tactics, what will 
be Lran's response? 


[Answer] Having been stung once, a wise man does not allow himself to be 
stung in the same place again. We will do whatever is necessary to defend 
ourselves. 


Saddam's Trial for War Crimes 


[Question] What aims will be achieved by putting Saddam and the leaders of 
the Baath party on trial for war crimes? 


[Answer] I think that the implication of this condemnation announced by our 
vyovernment at that time becomes clearer as the days go by. At present, 
Saddam's regime is faced with innumerable questions not only about Muslim 
Arab nations and the people of Iraq, but also from multitudes of people all 
over the world. Naturally, we are gaining ground on this condition too. At 
present, much is being uncovered in this respect. But we think that the 
matter must be settled officially as well. 


[Question] Western propaganda tries to represent the war forced by Iraq 
upon Iran as a Gulf war. What are the objectives of this propaganda? 


[Answer] They follow their own interests. Our victory in this war has 
endangered or destroyed their obje tives and ambitions. We are not in any 
way approaching the possibility of the outbreak of war in the Persian Gulf. 
Of course, the propaganda being carried out in this respect is aimed at 
creating a fear of [ran among the Persian Gulf countries, and this propaganda 
is drummed up directly by American agents in the area. I warn these agents 
that Saddam is expiring fast, and slogans and propaganda cannot restore him 
to his former condition. 


[Question] What were the objectives of recent activities? Would it be 
correct to say that the most important objective is to end the war as speedily 


as possible? 


[Answer] That is certainly so. The aim of recent attacks has been to deal a 
decisive blow to the Saddam regime. The recent offensive follows a series of 
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plans which have been drawn up and programmed and cannot be considered as a 
separate action. Naturally, decisions have been made for carrying out plans 
in the future under varying circumstances. 


[Question] The Lraqi regime is at war not only with Iran, but is also waging 
an undeclared war against all those countries who do not support its position. 
The sabotage of the plan carrying brother Ben Yahya, antagonistic actions 
against Syria such as explosions in front of the Syrian embassy; the saboteurs 
sent to Syria from the Iraqi border. How do you regard these problems? 


[Answer] The actions of the Saddam government resemble those of a madman 

who has lost all reasoning faculties, and cannot realize what is best for him 
based on his own self-interest; hence, he destroys everything within reach. 
Saddam's attack on Syria, the attack on the late Ben Yahya and attacks on 
countries that are gradually coming to see the justice of our nation's cause 
in the war all result from this problem. In the past, the Saddam regime has 
committed many such violent acts which are alien to the philosophy of us 
Muslims and the belief in man's goodness. The martyrdoms of Ayatollah Sadr 
and his sister were difficult to believe, and when the famous headline appeared 
in the newspaper JOMHURI-YE ESLAMI, liberals in the country attacked it, and 
proclaimed that the news was false. But when all the actions of this regime 
are examined starting from the coming into power of the Baathists, many such 
violent political acts will come to light. 


[Question] We see, however, that in spite of such threats, more countries 
are beginning to come to Iran's defense. 


[Answer] Naturally, the less a country is aligned, the more favorable is its 
attitude towards our revolution; and the deeper the country's alignment, 
naturally the more it will move against our system, whether openly or covertly. 
From the beginning of the war, we had a limited number of friends who proved 
their sincerity as the war progressed. There were also countries at that time 
who, in order to preserve their own stability and to maintain good political 
relations with us, either were ignorant of the facts or for political reasons 
were bending before the prevailing wind. The new realities of the war have 
forced them to take account of the facts. I think that the situation places 
them at our revolution's side. 


[Question] What is your view regarding Ayatollah Montazeri's statement that 
as long as Saddam is in power, there will be no peace in the area? 


[Answer] That judgment is 100 percent correct. Saddam is like a wounded 

snake and must be destroyed because if he remains, the whole area may go up in 
flames. We think that the destruction of Saddam will ensure peace in ihe area. 
Our fight is basically to establish peace and security. If the countries of 
the area really want peace, they should realize that peace will not be possible 
while Saddam is around. 


[Question] As was announced earlier, Iran has expressed its views regarding 
the holding of the conference of nonaligned countries in Baghdad, and has 
officially opposed the selection of Baghdad as the site of the conference. 
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Portunately, the problem is beiny raised by other developing countries as 
well. Have you any fresh information in this respect? 


[Answer| I think that on the one hand, the courageous attack of our warriors 
on the remnants of the Iraqi army, and on the other hand, the shooting down 
of the late Ben Yahya's plane by Iraqi planes has in fact destroyed Saddam's 
hopes for holding this conference in Baghdad. We had announced from the 
beginning that holding the conference of nonaligned nations in Baghdad would 
constitute a disastrous defeat fur the nonaligned movement. It seems highly 
unlikely that the conference will be held in Baghdad, since such a step will 
engender the destruction of the concept of nonalignment over the long run. I 
think that some farsighted leaders of nonaligned countries are accepting this 
idea. 


[Question] When Iraqi fighter planes attacked brother Ben Yahya's plane, it 
meant that Iraq destroyed the plane of a country that mediated the 1975 
avyreement. Does this action agree with Saddam's professions of peaceful 
intentions? 


[Answer] When he started the war, Saddam tore up this agreement and no 
lonyer believes in it. The funny part is that one of the proposals Saddam 
Sent us was that we should adhere to the agreement regarding land boundaries, 


but should negotiate about Shat-ul Arab. The fact is that even after suffering 


losses, Saddam has not even realized where his interests lie. 
fOuestion|] The Syrian press has called Saddam a traitor to the Arabs. How 
far has such a stand roused sensitivities in the area countries? 


[Answer] | think that there is a feeling among the millions of Arab Muslims 
that Saddam's regime has constantly voiced extreme leftist slogans and at the 
same time maintained relations with regimes in the area most closely allied 
with the United States. This behavior has completely unmasked Saddam. The 
entire nation of Muslim Arabs saw for themselves that after the revolution, 
our nation came forward with sentiments and slogans in support of the victory 
of Palestine, and made the issue ot the liberation of Palestine one of its 
highest aims. Our nation took issue with imperialism and Zionism all over 
the world; put to the test the concept of neither East nor West as it had 
never been tested antwhere else before, and proved that such a policy can be 


successtul. 


lt is obvious that when someone attacks this country which is in a state of 
revolution and experienciny, natural political tensions internally, he must be 
Inn agent for someone else. Contrary to the official views epxressed by 
certain reactionary heads of state in the area such as Hosni Mubarak, 

Hussein of Jordan and Hassan of Morocco, the millions of Arab Muslims support 
our revolution and understand our problems very well. 


[Question] Speaking of the Egyptian head of state, how do you view the 
establishment of unofficial relations between Iraq and Egypt, and the restor- 
ation of relationships that are tantamount to an organic graft with the 


» 


Zionist revime? 














[Answer] Iraq's so-called unofficial relations are in fact more firm than any 
official relations, as is proved by the amount of supplies that Iraq is 
obtaining from Egypt, and the outright support of Mubarak the malicious. I 
think that Hosni Mubarak not only is entrusted by the Americans with the task 
of protecting American pawns in the area, but also realizes that Saddam's 
defeat in the area will endanger Egypt's shaky regime by reawakening strong 
Islamic desires among the aware and suffering people of Egypt--desires that 


beat in the pulses of the courageous men and women of Egypt, as was proved by 
the sacred blood of Khaled Islamboli and his companions. 


9863 
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Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 14 Jun 82 p l 


[Text ] 
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TEHRAN (IRNA) — Lran should 
stand against the aggressor Zio- 
nist enemy who imposed force 
by retying on the United States 
to bring it down to its knees, 
President Ali Khamenei said in 
a meeting with the Commander 
and Deputy commanders of 
the Ground Forces Seturday. 

The President noted that 
some 100 million Arabs and 
about one billion Mustims would 
support Iranians if their govern- 
ments failed to back Iran.. 

The President added that 
as a Mustim nation Lran could 
not accept the Zionist aggress- 
ion and denounced the silence 
of reactionary Arab countries 
in this respect. He questioned 
that how they could accept an 
Arab country be disintegrated. 
Khamenei reiterated iran's 
support for defensiess Leban- 
ese nation saying that those 
who granted any type of aid to 
Seddam under the pretext of 
defending pan-Arabism were 
now keepmg silence before the 
Zionusts who were massacring 
mnocent masses. 

Preardent Khamenei said 
that while billions of dollars of 
oil of the oppressed people fue- 


MUSLIMS WILL BACK IRAN IF THEIR GOVERNMENTS FAIL TO 


fled arsenals of great powers, in 
retum for which billions of 
dollars of weapons were recetv- 
ed never a bullet was used in 
the region against the Zionist 
enemy 

The president emphasized 
that there was no difference 
between aggressions of Begin 
and Seddam. Some 2] months 
ago, ambitious rulers of Bagh- 
dad staged s war against iran 
suppoaing to usurp parts of the 
islamic land but now that they 
were weakened they would de- 
mand tee peace. But if Saddam 
found any opportunity, he 
would continue his eggression 
against Iran, Khamenei added. 

He then told the military 
officials that they were the 
only commanders in the world 
who could claim to have folow- 


ed humanitarian objectives and’ 


were representatives of s nation 
and government which was res 
isting injustice. 

Prior to Khamenei's speech 
Col. Sayyad Shirazi comman- 
der of the Ground Forces ann- 
ounced the ground forces’ rea- 
dimess to fight against the Zion- 
ist regime. 
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ECONOMIC IMPROVEMENTS ANNOUNCED FOR VARIOUS FIELDS 
Gas for Esfahan Refinery 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 27 Apr 82 p 7 
[Interview with Mr Soheli, local head of National Gas Company] 


[Text] Nine hundred and fifty million rials have been allocated for operations 
to bring gas to the Esfahan refinery and to Shahreza. During an exclusive 
interview with IRNA's Esfahan center correspondent the chief of the National 
Gas Company for Region Two announced the above news and added: The work to 
bring gas to the Esfahan refinery will begin in late April or early May of 

this year. To carry out this project, 15 kilometers of a transfer line and 

60 kilometers of pipe will be laid to bring gas to Shahreza. He added: By 
bringing natural gas to the refinery, 300 tons of liquid gas presently pro- 
duced and consumed in the refinery will be transported for use in the villages 
and far-distant points. 


In this interview, the chief of the gas company for region two pointed out 
that gas-transport operations for the March 1981-March 1982 period equalled 
those of the three previous years, i.e., March 1978-March 1981. He also 
stated matters concerning this year's Esfahan gas-transport program in 
connection with marketing, planning and network expansion. 


Concerning gas-transport operations in region two of the National Gas Company 
during the past year, Mr Soheylipur said: The figure of 1,000 hookups prior 
to the revolution has reached 22,000 at the present time, 15,000 of which 
relate to the previous year. He added: Furthermore, 100 [as published] to 
1,200 hookups were made in Khomeynishahr, 1,000 hookups in Najafabad, 1,000 
hookups in Borujen and 1,500 in Kashan. In addition, gas also has been 
connected to 4 villages. All of the above took place last year. Meanwhile, 
500 more hookups have been made in Esfahan during the past month. 


Funds for Bread Subsidy 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 27 Apr 82 p 7 
[Text] So that consumers obtain inexpensive bread during the March 1982- 


March 1983 period, the government is paying a subsidy of about 4 billion rials 
for 3 million tons of wheat to be distributed. 
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Daring the first six months of this year, four silos with a total capacity of 
185,900 tons will be ready for operation. The noteworthy level of wheat 
purchased trom farmers has caused foreign wehat purchases during March 1981- 
March 1982 to decrease by a half compared to the similar period of March 
1980-March 1981. During yesterday's exclusive interview with IRNA, Javad 
'Asemipur, overall head of the State Grain Organization, announced the above 
facts and stated: Just as we witnessed great transformations during the past 
year in various organizations and organs in the country's political, cultural, 
military and economic dimensions, as we defeated the plots of the world- 
devouring United States one after another, and also witnessed the sacrifice 
of Islam's warriors on the front, so to has the grain organization carried 
out its duties behind the front in the best way possible through unstinting 
cooperation. '‘Asemipur added: This organization undertook to purchase wheat 
during March 1981-March 1982 with the help of various organs of the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Development, the Rural Cooperatives Organization and 
the Centers for Rural, Cultivation and Industries Services. In this way about 
874 thousand tons of wheat were purchased from farmers and delivered to 
storage silos throughout the country. He added: This figure is about twice 
that of March 1980-March 1981, and comprises the highest figure for post- 
revolution wheat purchases. '‘Asemipur then said: This purchase level has 
caused foreign purchases to be cut in half during March 1981-March 1982, 
decreasing to 1.1 million tons, while the country's monthly consumption is 
about 50 thousand tons. Pointing to the grain organization's developmental 
work, he said: During the past year about 300 thousand tons of capacity 
comprising five silo units were added to the country's silo capacity. These 
include the 100 thousand ton Martyr Eslami silo in Esfahan, the 113 thousand 
ton Martyr Ravaqi silo in Mashhad which is the largest silo in the Middle 
East, the Martyr Estaki silo in Shahr-e Kord, the Martyr Rastgu silo in 
Yasuj, and the Borujerd silo. The organization's basic developmental actions 
also include the operation and expansion of the Martyr 'Elmi silo in Karaj 
whose capacity has now reached 80 thousand tons. ‘Asemipur then added: 
During the March-August period of 1982, 4 more silos will be put into opera- 
tion, including the 103 thousand ton Neka' silo, and the silos of Semnan, 
Jiroft and Azna, each with a capacity of 27,500 tons. By completing these 
silos we will be more resistant to economic pressures and boycotts. By 
creating basic reserves, we will go to confront any kind of economic policy 
on the part of other countries. He added: The significance of the Neka' 
Silo in the northern region is that, in light of the high level of wheat 
purchase in the Gorgan and plains region and the non-existence of storage 
facilities in that region, wheat will be stored in that area from now on. 
When the roads are closed in the winter, wheat will promptly reach consumers. 
"Asemipur, concerning wheat purchased abroad, said: An attempt has been made 
bo enter new markets, and to make deals with Islamic countries in particular. 
ln this way about 350 thousand tons of wheat from Turkey and 50 thousand tons 
trom Pakistan have been purchased for the March 1982-March 1983 period. We 
are planning to increase the figure of purchase from Pakistan to 100 thousand 
tons so that we can use that country's roads. He added: The policy concern- 
ing foreign wheat purchases is based on having several suppliers and preventing 
vulnerability. ‘Asemipur said: ...In connection with aid during the war 
period, according, to statistics from the War Refugees Foundation, wheat is 
being given to the toundation. Furthermore, whatever quota the Armed Forces 
want, the Grain Bureaus place at their disposal without any justification 
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necessary. Furthermore, Imam Khomeyni's Assistance Komiteh monthly receives 
1,000 tons of flour from the organization at the reduced price of 10 thousand 
rials per ton so that each kilogram has a 25 rial subsidy. Elsewhere, through 
an agreement made with the Tribal organization, all the tribes have been 
placed under the umbrella of the Grain Organization by means of quotas ceded 
to the provinces. ‘Asemipur then said: Villages which do not plant wheat 
came under the Grain Organization's umbrella in November, 1981. As a result, 
consumption quotas for the year rose about 50 thousand tons, and the total 
amount of government distributed wheat reached 3 million tons a year. He 
added: During the March 1981-March 1982 period, we had the highest storage 
figures ever due to proper storage. From this point of view we have no worry 
at all. We even used factory warehouses for this storage. He added: We 
also see that bags of flour are piled up in bakers' shops while news coming 
from Iraq testifies that there is a noticeable shortage of foodstuffs and 
bread. ‘Asemipur said: This organization dispatches a delegation twice a 
month to the provinces in order to settle provincial problems related toc this 
organization. Furthermore, the organization's managing director's entire 
authority has been given to the provincial general managers so that they can 
carry out appropriate actions to achieve the government's policies. He said: 
By this means we prevent a concentration of power in the center. ‘Asemipur 
said: ...Necessary agreements have been made with the Central Organization 
for Rural, Cultivation and Industries Cooperatives and the Rural Services 
Centers to purchase wheat from farmers for March 1982-March 1983 at 30 rials 
per kilogram. Furthermore, about 8 billion rials of advance payments have 
been placed in the hands of the forenamed organizations so that wheat farmers 
receive an advance representing the price of a third of their wheat. At the 
end he thanked all the employees of the Grain Organization throughout the 
country active in purchasing, transportation and storing wheat, and said: Up 
to the present day this organization has self-sacrificingly discharged its 
debt to the revolution behind the front. We ask farmers to place their wheat 
at the government's disposal as they did last year so that we reduce our 
dependency on foreign countries. We ask the people to ration their consumption 
of bread by not being prodigal and by valuing bread. If persons in various 
trades bring about dissatisfaction by limiting sales, baking less or causing 
agitation in the flour mills, identify them [to the police]. 


Zahedan-Kerman Rail Link 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 5 May 92 p 9 
[Interview with Engr Hadinezhad Hoseynian, minister of roads, transport] 
[Text] In an exclusive interview with IRNA yesterday Engineer Hadinezhad 
Hoseynian, minister of roads and transport, described the ministry's accom- 
plishments in the past year and its plans and goals during the current one. 


Concerning, the ministry's programs to implement the imam's recent guidance 
concerning the expansion and construction of rural roads, the minister of 


roads and transport said: Following the revolution the ministry of roads 
and transport has constantly put its maximum effort in this direction, based 
on the guidance of the revolution's leader. Comparing the 18 thousand 


kilometeres of rural road built or under construction after the revolution 
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with the 2 thousand kilometers of rural road built or under construction prior 
to the revolution clearly demonstrates this point. He said: In the past year 
12 billion rials, meaning 81 percent of the ailocated funds, were expended on 
rural road construction. This year 18 billion rials credit has been allocated 
for this work. Nezhad Hoseynian noted: In order to eliminate a basic diffi- 
culty in road building in the villages, namely a shortage of committed and 
expert personnel, the ministry of roads and transport has trained a large 
number of youths having high school diplomas or better from various deprived 
provinces. In the next month or two these youths will be sent off to under- 
take rural road construction and expansion with the resources that the 
ministry of roads and transport will place at their disposal. Concerning 

the date of the Tehran-Qom superhighway being completely operational, the 
minister of roads and transport said: We hope that with God's help this 
superhighway will go into complete operation 28 June 1982. Concerning rail- 
way expansion plans, Engineer Nezhad Hoseynian said: Connecting the Zahedan 
railway to Kerman has top priority for our country. Its implementation will 
begin after complete implementation of the Bafq-Bandar ‘Abbas railroad plan. 
He noted: By constructing the Zahedan-Kerman railway, the country's west will 
be connected to its east, and the border with Pakistan connected to the one 
with Turkey and Europe. He added: In light of the country's basic needs, 

new plans to electrify or double-track the railroad are not being looked at. 
Only the Tabriz-Jolfa track will be electrified in accordance with the previous 
plan. This line is operational trom Tabriz to Sufian. In this regard, 
several electric locomotives have been purchased by the government. Further- 
more, according to the prior plan, the Ahwaz-Dandar Imam Khomeyni line will 

be double-tracked. He added: Building the 700-kilometer railway between 

Bafq and Bandar ‘Abbas has particular importance for the country. So far 9 
sections of it have been implemented. Operations to implement 6 more sections 
will begin during the current year, and will be completed in 4 years. Con- 
cerning expansion of air routes, the minister of roads and transport said: 
Expansion of domestic and foreign flights is part of our program. Flights to 
many points in the country will be established during the current year, 
including Sanandaj and Hamadan. Furthermore, during negotiations held with 
friendly, Muslim countries, Libya, Algeraia and Syria in particular, it was 
decided to establish airline links with these countries. Also, in negotia- 
tions held with a high-ranking Nortn Korean delegation, this country invited 
them to visit our facilities and resources in the aviation area, and if an 
accord is reached, they can use our resources for navigational and pilot 
training. Concerning airplane purchases, Engineer Nezhad Hoseynian said: 
During the current year, four Airbuses which were purchased during the former 
revime will be delivered to Iran. The significant point is that having these 
airplanes is protitable for us trom the cost angle, and the price paid is also 
a vreat deal less than the current market price of this airplane type. Con- 
cerning the government's programs to expand and rebuild ports damaged during 
the imposed war, the minister of roads and transport said: A plan to build 

14 new ports is ready. Construction of five ports have already been put up 
for bid. Furthermore, the ministry of roads and transport has announced its 
readiness to implement the decisions of the War Zones Reconstruction Commit- 
tee in regard to reconstructing the ports of Khuninshahr and Abadan. 
Concerning the implementation of the Astara-Ardabil road, Engineer Nezhad 
Hosevnian said: One section of this road is under construction now from the 





Astara direction, and two others from the Ardabil direction. As for the two 
remaining sections, the previous plan was not accepted, and we decided to 
improve the existing route. Furthermore, construction operations on the Lake 
Urumiyeh road are continuing. The ministry's technical committee is studying 
connecting two parts of the lake by means of a bridge or tunnel. Concerning 
actions taken to eliminate the shortage of road-building machinery, the 
minister of roads and transport concluded: Through actions taken, a great 
number of spare parts will soon enter the country. We will gradually eliminate 
the shortage of spare parts and the black market in them. In the same area, 
the ministry of roads and transport has ordered machinery from abroad. He 
stressed: The government has definitely decided to eliminate the shortage of 
this type of machinery and equipment by increasing the ministry's credits. 


Development Loan for Kohkiluyeh va Boyer Admadi 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 8 May 82 p 9 
{interview with Engr Moradinezhad, local chief of Plan and Budget Organization] 


[Text] Development plans for Kohkiluyeh va Boyer Ahmad Province will be 
implemented during the current year with credits of 5.17 billion rials. 


Engineer Moradinezhad, chief of the Plan and Budget Organization for Kohkiluyeh 
va Boyer Ahmad Province, announced this news, and added: Due to the importance 
of road construction in this province, 25 percent of the development budget 

has been allocated to this section. After that, in order of developmental 
priority, come agriculture and water-transport with 840 million rials, train- 
ing projects with 590 million rials, and plans for housing, industries and 
mines, health, tribal affairs and rural electrification. 


Concerning the province's current budget, he added: Current credits to 
departments whose budgets are provincial total 6 billion rials. Of this 
amount, 3.17 billion rials have been allocated to education, 1.59 billion 
rials to Health and Sanitation Offices, and the remaining 1.24 billion rials 
to 13 other provincial executive departments. He added: The province's 
current credits have decreased 12 percent compared with last year. Thus it 
appears that Kohkiluyeh va Boyer Ahmad is a province whose current and develop- 
ment budgets possess a very desirable ration, since last year we had 1.4 rials 
in the development budget for each rial of the current budget. Concerning 
agriculture and stockraising, the chief of the province's Plan and Budget 
Organization said: Agriculture and stockraising are the two basic axes of 
economic activity for the region's people. In order to increase agricultural 
output and fodder cultivation, plans to bring water to the Saruk, Rum and 
Basht plains will be implemented by the Fars Province Water Organization. 
Construction of irrigation canals has also been turned over to the chief 
Agricultural Office. 


Concerning construction of Tribal and Rural Services Centers, Engineer 
Moradinezhad said: Following approval and promulgation of the country's 
planning system by the Supreme Economic Council, the Production Affairs 
Planning Council and the province's development komitehs, we undertook to 





understand the existing conditions and resources for expanding agriculture 

and stockraising. Extensive programs have been prepared for the expansion of 
these two sectors. They will be implemented following approval by the prov- 
ince's Planning Komiteh. The Tribal and Rural Services Centers will carry out 
a major role in this regard, and they will offer all services to tribal 
persons and farmers. 


The chief of the Plan and Budget Organization for Kohkiluyeh va Boyer Ahmad 
Province at the interview's conclusion again noted the importance of building 
secondary and rural roads, and added: Maximum utilization will be made of 
existing resources to build rural roads and expand the economy of isolated 
villages. 
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NEWS OF IRANIAN TROOPS' ARRIVAL SAID LIFTING SYRIAN FORCES' MORAIE 


Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 14 Jun 82 p 2 


[Text ] 


CSO: 


TEHRAN (IRNA) — Represen- 
tatives of World Liberation 
Movements sat for the fifth 
day of a seminar at the 
Esteqial Hotel of Tehran Sat- 
ruday. 

A representative of the 
Afghan Liberation Movement 
said that desptte the flight of 
more than four million Afghan 
refugees from Atghanistan 
since the Soviet invasion there, 
and desprte them plight the 
workd had not supported as it 
should the struggie of the 
wronged masses in Afghanis 
tan. He said the Afghans were 
inspired by God-given goals in 
thew siruggle against the Kabul 
regime. He noted while they 
were fightmg agamst “the 
aggressor Soviets”, they had by 
no means, overlooked the 
“plots of the great satan, the 
United States,” and adhered to 
the Islamic principle of remain- 
ing independent of the West 
and East such as did the people 
of Iran. 

A religious scholar of 
Iraq's Liberation Movement, 
Hujjat ul—Eslam Hakim said 
that those struggling against 
the ruling regime in Iraq should 
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rety on the Islamic Revolution 
in Iran and promote an armed 


the seesion, criticized some lib- 
eration movements for 
adhering to conservative 
rather than revolutionary app- 
roaches towards the plight of 
the oppressed masses of the 
world. 

Rezare further said that 
[raqi's aggression against Lran 
had been made only after an 
implicit agreement between 
Washington and Moscow. He 
said while the war continued mn 
Iran, the flight of Soviet-made 
MiGs and T-72 tanks to Iraq 
continued without mterrup- 
tion. 

Rezaic said during his 
recent visit to some of the batt- 
jefronts m Lebanon, and m the 
course of his meetings with 
some Syrian officers, they had 
said that the morale of the 
Syrian Armed Forces had been 
lifted upon hearing of the im- 
pending arrival in Syria of Iran- 
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silent in the face of the Zion- 
ists’ aggression agzinst Leba- 
non, since they had been the 
very orgamizations which had 
given bath to the Zionist 
regime. 

He said such international 
Organizations as the United 
Nations had plans to bring 
some so-called peace keeping 
forces into the region in order 
that the Zionist regime might 
live in peace within safer bor- 
ders. 

In conclusion, he urged 
the World Liberation Move 
ments to feel more self-confi- 
dent and to adopt a more clear- 
cut and uncompromssing 
policy. He noted for the re- 
presentatives of the Liberation 
Movements that the task of 
making decisions in the inter- 
ests of the oppressed masses of 
the world should be made in 
sessions such as that of the lib- 
eration movements in Tehran 
and not in the close-door meet- 
ings in palaces. 
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REGIONAL IMPACT OF IRAN'S VICTORY ASSESSED 


Kaduna SUNDAY NEW NIGERIAN in English 30 May 82 p 3 


[Article by M. A. Mongu] 


[Text] 


IR.AN'S sudden major break- 
through in the stalemated war 
with Iraq i having repercus- 
sions throughout the divided 
and volatile Middle Fast. 

As details of the crushing 
defeat) of entrenched Iraqi 
forces in the Dizful area 
emerged, the fears of the 
more Conservative Arab Na- 
tions were underscored by the 
recent unscheduled meeting 
which was held in Baghdad at 
the request of the Minister of 
Defence of Saudi Arabia, 
Prince Sultan. 

During the recent meeting 
with President Hussein of Iraq 
the Prince Sultan’ brought 
what was described as a 
message of support in the war 
from the rulers of Saudi 
Arabia, King Khalid and 
Prince Fahd 

Saudi Arabia has until now, 
provided Traq with over 20 
ullion US dollars to maintain 
their war effort 

the Saudis are worried 
that the Iranians want to ex- 
port their revolution to the 
minority Shiute™ population 
that lives in the Eastern Pro- 
vinces Which contain most of 
the oil fields and to relatively 
nulitarily weak Gulf States, 
several of which have Sunn 
Moslem Rulers) and shite 
populations 

Relations between Saudi 
Arabia and Iran have been 


particularily strained = since’ 


last falls pilgrimage season 
to Mecca, when there were a 
number of clashes at the 
Moslem Hoiy Places between? 
Saudi authorities and Iranian 
Shiite pilgrims. 

The Secretary of Defence of 
the United States said that the 
US would not stand idly by 
while the Gulf Region is 
engulfed by a Fundamentalist 
Revolution, and that suéh US 


intervention would not. be. 


merely diplomatic’ but 
military. And this applies 
definitely to the defense of 
Saudi Arabia, in which the US 
has a definite interest. 

King Hussein of Jordan has 
already sent several hundred, 
largely symbolic, *volunteers 
to Iraq to support what he 
describes as the ‘‘frontline’’ 
against Fundamentalist 
Forces. The Jordanian 
Monarch rushed to Baghdad 
last week when the Iraqi 
President Hussein announced 
that his fourth army was being 
re-organised to the rear. 

Jordan's ruler has been 
plagued by the fact that he has 
within his boarders large seg- 
ments of Palestinians who are 
lovad to fhe Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) led by 
Yassar Arafat. It was also this 
large group that held pitched 
battles with Jordanian forces 
and came close to toppling 
King Hussein from his Ahrone. 

A victory for the forces of 
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hana the 1 month old war 
would place in jeopardy the 
mlationship between the Jor 
damans and other hard line 
Arab states who consider the 
Monarch 2s a stumbling block 
in the establishment of a 
unified front against the 
forces of Israel. 

Realising his weak position 
both in the Arab world and 
against the Israelis, King Hus- 
sein has been searching for 
new military weaponry from 
any source. He has visited the 
Wmited States, and has also 
said that if he cannot get 
weapons from the US then he 
will be forced to accept 
military aid from the Soviet 
bloc nations. 

Bahrain, one of the smaller, 
oil rich producer nations in the 
Gulf and one of the relatively 
militarily weaker of th-m all, 
is currently holding trials of 
over 70 people it charges with 
trying to foment an Iranian 
aided revolution. 

Syria, considered as being 
dependent upon the Soviet 
bloc nations for their military 
hardware and aid, has 
established strong ties with the 
yovernment of Revolutionary 
Iran, which raises the specter 
that anv expansion. of 
hostilities could) spread 
throughout the area 

Svrian Foreign Minister 
Abdel Halim Khaddam only 
recently concluded an agree- 
ment with Iran to swap oil for 
food... thus guaranteeing. both 
isolated countries their most 
needed commodity. The 
Syrian government has 
acknowledged the fact that 
they assist the Iranians with 
all forms of military hard- 
ware 

The Soviet Union has step- 
ped up their aid to the Syrians, 
and have just concluded 
another agreement where the 
aid will be massive along with 
technical and military ad- 
visors. This came as clashes 

mmside the country Was 

registered, and it was clan ed 
that the clashes were fron 
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elements of the Mosler) 
Brotherhood headquartered ir 
Jordan. And this placed both 
countries at loggerheads and 
on the edge of hostility. 

Israel has stepped up its 
overflights of Lebanon, and 
has recently shot down 
several, Syrian planes near 
Beirut. The Minister of 
Defence for Israel has re- 

ested that seventy five F-16 

ghter planes be sold to the 
israeh government, and thal 
the Israelis be given a better 
leeway towards manufacture 
licenses with respect to 
nulitary equipment 

Israel would, indeed, profit 
from a long protracted war 
between Tran and lraq. for it 
would better its position 
militarily. They have 
diplomatically gotten Egypt 
in a position where they are not 
Willing to be involved in any 
further adventure of the Arab 
nation against Israel. this 
isolates from the scene the 
giant of the Arab world. ‘rhe 
victory for Iran would mean‘ 
another force imbued with 
revolutionary zeal would not 
have any hesitancy in leading 
and uniting the Arab world 
against Israel. 


But Iranian progress in the 
Gulf War has given rise to new 
fears in the area, and the Con 
servative Arab Countries have 
become increasingly worried 
that the Revolutionary 
Ideology could spread. 


Iran has stated that it has no 
designs on the territory of 
Iraq, but have also called for 
the ousting of President Hus- 
sein as one of the conditions 
for peace. 

With fears of the Israelis, 
Saudi Arabia, Jordan and 
other Gulf states, coupled with 
power of the two bloc nations 
involved who have a vested or 
strategic interest in the 
region...the Gulf area 
becomes more volatile and ex- 
plosive as the Iranians. 
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COORDINATION OF FISCAL, TAX POLICIES STUDIED 


} WRVLUANIT : T) _—— one LIDS 2) -. a 
Tehran KEYHAN in Persian 22 May 82 p 5 


[Interview with Central Bank Director Mohsen Nurbakhsh ] 


[Text] The national fiscal policy must be 
devised and implemented in coordination with 
the national monetary policy. This 
coordination between the monetary and fiscal 
policies is essential to the successful 
enforcement and implementation of the 
Objectives of the economic policies. The 
national budget plan shows the state of the 
fiscal policy. In devising it in coordination 
with the monetary policy, the revenues and 
expenditures of the government are determined. 
In the previous issue of this report, the 
national monetary policy for the current year, 
which is a reduction policy, was examined. In 
this issue, the coordination between the 
monetary and fiscal policies stated in the 
budget are described and the method for 
collecting taxes, which 1s one of the essential 
levers in implementing the fiscal policies, is 
examined. In this examination, a number of the 
1ational economic authorities have been 
terviewed, whose views you will read in this 
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Economic experts say: An anti-inflation policy requires a 
monetar:t policy which is coordinated with the national fiscal 
policy to prevent an increase in the volume of money in 
Circulation. Fighting price increases by increaSing wages at a 
time when we are Shortage of goods will double the 
rate of inflation. The control of the national monetary system, 
not giving bank credits to inflationary activities and using the 
banking resources exclusively for production, on the one hand, 
and taking this issue into consideration in devising the budget 
ynd fiscal policy, which will result in freezing the current 
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budget and increasing tax revenues, on the other, can only be 
successful if, in the area of monetary policy, those projects are 
given bank credits which would not in any way result in problems 
in terms of dependency and about which all the restrictions and 
policies of ownership in accordance with the Constitution are 
taken into consideration. In the area of fiscal policy, too, the 
freezing of expenditures in the current budget alone is 
insufficient and will not remedy inflation and its resultant 
problems. But an effort must be made to prevent the increase of 
prices and to control inflation by reforming the distribution 
network. In the area of government revenues, a major portion of 
which 1s provided through taxes, the existing changes in the tax 
System and the decrease in the tax pressure on low income people 
Will effectively create a fiscal policy which conforms to the 
high goals of the Islamic Republic. 


Coordination of Monetary ard Fiscal Policies 


The divisions of the budget are indicative of the national fiscal 
policy. The budget determines the various sources which will 
enable the provision of the necessary funds, such as taxation, 
the sale of goods, and exports. Also in the section of the 
budget on expenditures, the level of credit allocated to fixed 
investments and the current. expenditures of the country are 
determined. Experts believe that the fiscal policy must be 
devised and implemented in coordination with the monetary osolicy 
of the country because duality and lack of coordination between 
the monetary and fiscal policies will have negative and 
unpleasant results. 


"Dr Nurbakhsh" said concerning the coordination between the 
national monetary and fiscal policies: "The fiscal policy 1s 
reflected in devising the budget and in the same way that the 
monetary policy is one of reduction, the fiscal policy also takes 
this issue taken into consideration, so that in the current year, 
the celling of the current budget has been frozen. Of course, we 
will have a series of expenditures as a result of the imposed 
war. However, the policies of the organizations have been based 
n preserving the ceiling of the current budget and in this 
regard, complete coordination between the national monetary and 
fiscal policies has been achieved. The government will not 
inject new currency through the national fiscal system in order 
to enable us to continue the reduction policy in both the fiscal 
and monetary sectors." 
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ro coordinate the fiscal policy with the reduction monetary 
policy, the current budget has been frozen and wages and saiaries 
Will not be increased. Although the action to prevent an 
increase on the volume of currency in circulation will prevent a 
rise in the rate of inflation, the present freeze on salaries, 
under the present circumstances of a high inflation rate, 1S very 





lifficult for tnd vee LS with fixed incomes. In the opinion of 
the authorities: faintaining a freeze on the ceiling of the 
Current budget, decreasing the volume of Currency in circulation, 
and controlling inflation can be successful if, along with the 
implementation of this policy, major changes are created in 
lomestic production, the method cf entry of gooc from abroad, 
and the domestic distribution network. Preparing the proper 
qrounds for the growth of domestic production in the long term 
Will eliminate the shortage of goods as well as inflation without 
relying on ene Las markets. However, under the present 
conditions, the reform of the distribution network and the 
haulting of the activities of eed emen Can prevent the 
uncontrolled increase of prices and, consequently, inflation. 
Otherwise, with the Salary remnes., on the one hand, and the 
inflation rate, on the other, life will be very difficult for 
Salaried people and those on fixed incomes." 


The director-general of the Markazi Bank of Iran said concerning 
the freeze on the level of eaiacies and wages in the current year 
and the economic consequences of this action: "Maintaining the 
sudget ceiling and salary freeze, considering the rate cf 
inflation, will put pressure on the people. However, ultimately, 
its benefits will return to the society. 
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ecause, if we control inflation and begin production and then 
increase salaries and wages, we will certainly have a successful 
policy. However, if we increase salaries without controlling 

-latic ing pr ‘lon, this would naturally create 
demands and we would not have a successful policy." The deputy 
minister for tax revenues of the Ministry of Economic and 
inancial Affairs also said concerning the coordination between 
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the monetary and fiscal policies of the current year: The fiscal 
Olicies of the government are det ermined by the government and 


iition to the regime of the 
ISlamic Republic being a seaple Ss regime, there exists an 
extraordinary characteristic which does not exist in any other 
country in the world. This characteristic is that the masses of 


the people demand the implementation of the exaulted laws and 
1lues of Islam. fence, the fiscal policy of the government, in 


to being based on the wishes of the people, must also be 
Islamic values and must stem from these high values. He 
iddeds: Economic yrowth must result from the fiscal plans of the 
yovernment. In various regimes, different results are obtained 
frot In Islam, we consider the economy a tool 
ind not a goal. In other systems, the economy is the goal. The 
economy 1S a means; Our main goal is the growth and elevation of 
human beings towards God. Therefore, we implement the fiscal 
policy of the government with a direction in addition to the 
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desire for economic growth. 
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He added: The most important tool for implementing the fiscal 
policies in any system is the annual budget of that system, 
because in the budget, the kinds and amounts of government 
revenues and expenditures are determined. In fact, more than 
two-fifths of the nation's production is determined by the budget 
that the government has devised. The makeup of tax revenues is 
the most sensitive part of the budget, an important part of which 
is the determination of how the fiscal policies are to be 
implemented through tax collection. 


This makeup determines the amount of the total tax revenues to 
come from indirect taxation and what the rate of income and 
property taxes will be. In the budget of the current year, as 
much aS possible, an attempt has been made to create the 
necessary coordination between the fiscal and monetary policies. 
In fact, the monetary policy can never be separate from the 
national fiscal policy. They must be coordinated and have the 
same direction in order for the desired results to be achieved. 
Of course, considering the fact that from a tyrannical regime 
which did not pay heed to Islamic and human issues we want to 
create an Islamic regime, it 1S impossible for these values and 
fiscal policies to change all at once. We need a transitional 
period to achieve this. In the budget of the last two years, 
general expenditures have been totally directed towards the 
Smaller units and villages and attention has been paid to 
agricultural and production projects and the cooperative sector. 
The aid in the budget to the construction crusade also determines 
the Islamic fiscal policies. In addition, granting concessions 
to necessary and small industries and production and the creation 
of more services for the deprived people and the villages of the 
country are indicative of the changes from the past fiscal 
policies to Islamic fiscal policies. 


The deputy minister of the Ministry of Economic and Financial 
Affairs added: In the current budget, the figure of 666 billion 
rials has been projected as the total in tax revenues. Of 
course, the collection of taxes depends on the national tax 
Capacity, which in turn depends on national production. National 
production includes the total revenues, production, and services 
of a period of one year. Hence, if other figures in the budget, 
which consist of oil and natural gas exports, the revenues from 
the sale of goods, and other revenue sources, do not conform to 
the amounts anticipated, the collection of this amount in taxes 
Will be difficult. However, if exports and production conform to 
the figures projected in the budget, there seems to be no reason 
why we cannot accomplish this. God willing, this figure in taxes 
will be collected. 
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Fiscal Policy 


laxes are one of the tools to implement the fiscal policy, which 
is carried out step by step and in coordination with the monetary 
policy. At a time when the monetary policy of the country is 
based on a decrease in the volume of currency in circulation, the 
fiscal policy can be an effective aid in the implementation of 
the monetary policy through a rise in the rate of taxes. 


Taxes are collected from the people directly and indirectly. 
Concerning the method of tax collection, presently, it is done on 
the basis of previous tax laws, although steps have been taken 
for the temporary improvement and adjustment of the tax system. 
However, the ultimate solution to this problem depends on 
establishing a just system which, on the one hand, will decrease 
the tax pressure on the low income classes and, on the other, 
enable the government to provide for a major part of its 


expenditures, especially current expenditures, through tax 


revenues. 


he new tax law to achieve equity of wealth will prevent the 
.ccumulation of wealth, poverty, and mass destitution through a 
qraduated rate increase in the taxes collected directly and will 
enable the collection of taxes from persons with high incomes, 
which are the right of the Islamic government and which belong to 
the treasury. Concerning indirect taxes, since the rate is the 
ume for low and high income people, it 1S important that the 
fovernment try to prevent an increase in indirect taxes, 


especially in regards to items of necessity which are consumed by 


everyone. 


The director-general of the Markazi Bank of Iran said concerning 
the tax policy which has been devised in coordination with the 


vwea a6 


monetary policy in the current year: 


"The tax policy which is reflected in the budget of the current 
r, in regards to direct taxes, is firstly a graduated tax 

policy, which can be very effective in bringing about equity of 
wealth and a decrease in the demands of the comfortable groups. 


"Tn regards to indirect taxes, luxury items which are not 
consumed by the general public are taxed. In regards to 
necessary items, we have tried not to tax them and, if necessary, 
to subsidize these items in order to prevent price increases. 

For instance, in the case of sugar and sugar cubes, the price for 
that which is used by families has been kept as before. This 
requires subsidization. However, we have tried to make up for 
the subsidization of items of family consumption by increasing 
the price of sugar which 1s used for confectionaries and the 
like. In this way, on the one hand, we have maintained the price 
of an essential item which 1S consumed by the general public 


through subsidization and, on the other, we have made up for the 
tion which would have put a financlal burden on the 
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INVESTMENTS SLATED TO BUILD UP SMALL INDUSTRIES 
Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 30 May 82 p 1l 
[Interview with Mohammad Qajavand, Bank Sepah official ] 


[Text] Bank Sepah has allocated 55 billion rials of credit to 
investors in small and medium industries. Priority will be given 
to the projects of those investors who wish to invest in war- 
stricken regions to create small and medium industries and the 
industrial experts of the bank will immediately take steps to 
examine these projects. For 489 projects approved thusfar, about 
3 billion rials in loans have already been given. 


Mohammad Qajavand, the official of the office for evaluation and 
Supervision of projects of Bank Sepah, announced these statements 
in an exclusive interview with the correspondent of the ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY at the domestic production exhibition anid 
Said: From mid winter, 55 billion rials in credit has been 
allocated for investments in small and medium industries by Bank 
Sepah. He added: Following this plan, during the period 

21 March 1980-20 April 1982, a total of 1,709 projects reached 
Bank Sepah. These projects involve the creation, reconstruction, 
and development of industries. Of this number, 489 projects have 
been approved and the average loan for each is 6 million rials. 
The total amount in loans extended is 3 billion rials. He added: 
Of the projects approved, 111 belong to small cities, 96 to larae 
cities, and the remainder of funds is allotted for starting 
Operations and the reconstruction of small and medium industries. 
On the whole, 95 percent of the approvals and payments given 
involve those loans which were created outside the 120 km radius 
of Tehran. 


Qajavand then said: The reasons for the suspension and rejection 
of the rest of the projects were the economic embargo, collateral 
problems, and problems involving the import of machinery and raw 


materials. Concerning the problem of collateral, he said: Some 
of the lands belonging to the applicants for loans have no 
ownership deeds and have not been demarcated. The banks do not 


Give loans in such cases, unless the related organizations take 
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steps to 1ssue the ownership deeds. Also, some of the projects 
are inventive or copies. Although Bank Sepah is interested in 
giving loans for these projects, the owners of these projects 
have not agreed to establish their workshops outside the 120 km 
radius of Tehran. A number of other projects were either 
contrary to the policies of Bank Sepah or their machinery and raw 
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materials were 100 percent imported from abroad. 


Qajavand then said, referring to the procedure for obtaining 
loans: Loan applicants must first go to the organization for 
[Tranian small industries in Tehran or the centers of the 
provinces and hand in their proposals. After their projects are 
studied, steps will be taken to issue the preliminary approval. 
When this approval is issued, the applicant for an industrial 
loan can go to any Bank Sepah branch and apply for a loan. If 
the amount of the industrial loan is less than 5 million rials, 
the branch bank will take steps to approve it through the 
Supervisory office of the region in the center of the province. 
If the loan exceeds 50 million rials, the application is sent to 
the office of evaluation and supervision of currency in Tehran. 
Then the experts visit the cite of the project and, after 
economic, financial, and technical considerations and within a 
reasonable period of time, if the appiicant's documents are all 
in order, the loan is approved. After the loan is approved, the 
applicant and the bank determine the expenditures of the project 


in accordance with a timetable based on their investments. 
Qajavand sald: Collateral might involve land, machinery, 


buildings, or facilities which are created as a result of the 
implementation of the project. If the land cannot be used as 
collateral, collateral outside the project itself will be 
considered. 


Qajavand then said: Without detailed study of the capacity of 
the machinery, the essential approval and licensing of the 
operation must not be issued in order to divide production among 
various individuals on a smaller level and to increase 
employment. If the industrial authorities issue the essential 
approval, they must take the above-mentioned points into 
consideration and also take steps to procure the raw materials 
for the effective operation of the machinery to prevent delays in 
the project. Qajavand then added: During the two years since 
the implementation of this loan payment plan, 5,000 persons have 
been employed in small and medium industries. He then pointed 
out the priorities for the extension of loans and said: As far 
tS possible, the loans are extended for rural and small town 
tems must be geared to a decrease in 


regions. The produced i 
economic dependence on forelgn countries and the machinery, 


equipment, and raw materials must be made and produced 
domestically, as far aS possible. The applicant must have the 








In conclusion, he said: An analysis of the statistics shows that 
an attempt has been made, as far as possible, to extend loans to 
those individuals who were deprived of bank facilities during the 
past regime. The bank, with consideration for their technical 
knowledge and the contents of the projects, has taken steps to 
extend the loans. 
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IRAN 


INCREASE IN DOMESTIC DAIRY PRODUCTS REPORTED 
iran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 20 May 82 p 19 


[Interview with Mohammad Reza Khabiri, business manager of PAK 
Dairy Combine ] 


[Text] With the implementation of the project to produce baby 
food at the Pak combine, the needs of the country to import these 
kinds of products will be eliminated. The products of the Pak 
combine have been declared in conformity with international 
Standards. Last year, 40 million rials of the income of this 
combine was allocated to the Shahid foundation and the foundation 
for the affairs of the war victims. 


Yesterday, Mohammad Reza Khabiri, the business manager of Pak 
dairy products, announced these statements in an exclusive 
interview with the correspondents of the ISLAMIC REPUBLIC NEWS 
AGENCY: The Pak dairy company was established during the period 
21 March 1959-20 March 1960 with Iranian and foreign investments 
to produce various kinds of pasteurized dairy products in Tehran. 
He added: This production unit was previously managed by 
foreigners. However, with the victory of the revolution, 
competent Iranian experts and managers took over the its 
management. Khabiri then referred to the percentage of shares of 
various government sectors in this unit: The foundation for the 
oppressed holds 9.5 percent; the Industry and Mines [San'at va 


Ma'dan] Bank, 13.6 percent; the national Iranian investment 
company, 8.3 percent; the financial organization for the 
expansion of production units, 11.6 percent; about 2,000 workers 


and farmers, 9 percent; about 200 producers and distributors of 
related products, about 17 percent; and foreign investors about 
31 percent, to whom, since the victory of the revolution, shares 
and profits have not been paid. This issue is presently under 
consideration in international arbitration courts and the Islamic 
Republic of Iran has given the necessary response. In the near 
future, with the decision of the international court, the foreign 
tt 


Shares will be put at the disposal of the Iranian government. 


72 











Khabiri then added: This company is managed on the basis of 
commerce laws, under the supervision of a board of directors made 
up of seven representatives of the financial organization for 
expansion [of production units], the Industry and Mines Bank, the 
national Iranian investment company, the foundation for the 
oppressed, and the Islamic council of employees, which are all 
government institutions or are affiliated with governmental and 
revolutionary institutions. Khabiri then said: This company 
decided to invest in the production of unprocessed milk in order 
to expand production and subsequently purchased 19.5 percent of 
the shares of Sepahan company. The daily production of this 
company 1S presently about 26 tons. The future plans of the 
company project the expansion of investments for the production 
of the unprocessed milk needed by the company. 


Khabiri then referred to the present level of production of the 
Pak combine and said: Considering the limitations created since 
last year on the daily amount of unprocessed milk received by the 
company, presently, a daily average of 75 tons of milk is brought 
to the factory from the animal husbandry units around Tehran and 
various kinds of pasteurized products such as milk, chocolate 
milk, yogurt, cream, yogurt drink, butter, and all kinds of ice 
cream are prepared and offered to the Iranian market every day. 
The level of production of various products, given the 
limitations on the procurement of the raw materials, is about 
155,000 kg: pasteurized Pak milk in cartons and bottles, 70,000 
kg daily; pasteurized Pak yogurt in bottles, 7,000 kg daily; 
pasteurized Pak cream in cartons and breakfast cream, 10,000 kg 
daily; pasteurized Pak yogurt drink in bottles, 8,000 kg daily; 
pasteurized butter in various packages, 20,000 kg daily; and 
various kinds of pasteurized Pak ice cream and Canada frost, 
40,000 kg. If the limitations are eliminated in terms of the 
procurement of the raw materials, the company has the capacity to 
produce 330 tons of various kinds of the above-mentioned 
products. 


He then referred to the distribution of the products of the 
company and said: Milk, chocolate milk, and yogurt in bottles 
are distributed to the distribution agents by the Tehran and 
Shemiran distribution companies in accordance with the plan of 
the headquarters for national economic mobilization in proportion 
to the amounts rationed to the various localities. All kinds of 
milk in cartons, cream, yogurt drink, and products of the Mimas 
factory by 15 refrigerated trucks and pasteurized Pak butter, in 
accordance with the allocated ration on a daily basis, in 17 
refrigerated trucks are distributed to 16 distribution agencies 
in various provinces of Iran. 


In this connection, he added: The products of this factory are 
d 


istributed in the 350 districts of Tehran. The amount 
distributed depends on the population of the district. On the 
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whole, 130 agents are involved in this task. Khabiri then 
referred to the future programs of this combine from the 
Standpoint of expansion and said: The management of the company 
is determined to follow up the plan to produce baby food, the 
contract for which was Signed with a French company before the 


revolution. 
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With the completion and implementation of this plan, 
investments have been made, baby food will be 
Stically, which will eliminate the country's need to 
oreign countries. He added: During the three years 
tory the revolution, the authorities of the 
taken effective steps to procure the raw materials 

, Spare parts, and production machinery 

Following this plan, Since a year ago, all the 
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Said concerning the economic situation of Pak 
Sidering the difficulties, such as the economic 
shortage of currency to import the required raw 


t 


qd other things such as the consequences of the 
this company 1S economically sound and profitable. 


the employees of this company are proud that in addition to 
lonating their salaries and their products on various occasions 
to the war fronts and the combative brothers, as a result of 
their efforts, 40 million rials were given to the Shahid 
Foundation and the foundation for the affairs of the war victims 
last year. Khabiri said to the correspondent of the ISLAMIC 
REPUBLIC NEWS AGENCY: Milk in cartons and bottles is 100 percent 
resh. It has been proposed that the government or the private 
ector establish ictor1ies to produce powdered milk and butter in 
Locat s where yre milk is produced than 1s consumed and to 
trans rt these products to the centers at proper opportunities. 
nec ‘lusion, he said: On the whole, milk which is marked 
pasteurized, if kept in refrigerators, must be used within 48 
nours. Only milk which is marked sterilized can be kept for a 
relatively long period of time. 
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IRAN 


NEW MOTOR VEHICLE PRODUCTION PLANS ANNOUNCED 


Tehran SOBH-E AZADEGAN in Persian 30 May 82 p 9 


[Interview with Eng 'Ali Reza Safari, business manager of the 
[ran National Factory ] 


[Text] Engineer 'Ali Reza Safari, the business manager of Iran 
National factories, announced the major points and 
particularities of the recent contract of Iran National with 
Talbot Motor Company and the plans of the above-mentioned 
factories for the future in an exclusive interview with the 
ISLAMIC REPUPLIC NEWS AGENCY. First, concerning the signing of 
the new contract, he said: In the course of continual studies 
and evaluation of the existing parts, the new management has 
determined that there is the possibility of a production decrease 
of up to 40 percent but production may continue for four more 
months in this factory. Also, that the parts for about 22,000 
Peykans which had been ordered by Iran National from Talbot were 
ready to be delivered to Iran from England after the credit has 
been established. In the area of production, a group of experts 
Was asSigned to study cooperation with foreign factories and the 
specifications of each. Since Iran National had been producing 
Peykans and our experts were experienced in this area, Signing a 
contract with Talbot seemed more feasible and logical. 


Engineer Safari added: However, the conditions for beginning the 
negotiations with this company were the solution of past 
differences; the release of data, including microfilms of PeykKan 
parts, the price list of Talbot parts, and the list of sales 
representatives through whom the parts would be delivered to 
Iran; the elimination of the problems of 4,000 Peykan engines 
sold to Iran before the revolution with technical defects; and 
the elimination of the 1.2 percent insurance premium on the parts 
which was imposed on Iran. It was decided that all these 
conditions should be accepted by the above-mentioned company and 
that this company should begin the negotiations with us through 
the mediation of the Swedish Embassy. The business manager of 


fran National pointed out that previously, following a 10-year 
contract, until 1980, the spare parts needed by Iran National 
were provided by Talbot. In the above-mentioned year, the 


authorities of the time at Iran National were preparing a first 
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lraft of a renewal contract. ‘This draft was based on a five-year 
plan for the purchase of necessary parts and snare parts along 
with technical and technological training. Considering the point 
that to achieve domestic self-sufficiency in building gearboxes, 
differentials, and front end systems takes time and technical 
knowledge, the new management, with the cooperation of the group 
of vehicle industries, decided to sign a two-year contract with 
‘albot for the domestic production of the above systems as well 
is the continuation of the production activities of the company 
which would respond to the needs of the society. It should be 
mentioned that in the recent contract, the transfer of 
technological and technical knowledge in addition to the purchase 
of Spare parts has been considered. Considering the fact that 
the automobile industry of Iran National in the past was merely 
an assembly industry, the technological training from Talbot for 
manufacturing is of special importance. In this connection, it 
was decided that we would receive the projects from them and 
during these two years, make preparations to implement them. 
uring this time period, the factory will continue its usual 
production. The business manager of Iran National said 
concerning the differences between the recent contract and the 
previous one: The use of the name Peykan as an Iranian car; no 
payment for the license rights; no financial obligations; free 
choice for Iran National to purchase parts from other companies 
in the event that they becc.ne less expensive depending on the 
limitations on the decrease in price); the elimination [from the 
contract] of between 10 and 30 percent of those parts which are 
built in Iran; receiving a list of the parts; receiving data 
including plans, instructions, brochures, designs, and 
information regarding engineering and quality; technical training 
evaluation methods; the opportunity to visit Talbot 


4 


rcilities; and training to increase the technical skill and 
knowledge of the manpower are some of the important conditions 
Nich Tran National has included in the new contract with Talbot. 
ach one of these conditions 1S very advantageous and none of 
hem existed in the previous contracts. He added: In accordance 
With the new contract, Talbot has agreed to help Iran National to 
Create computer, storage, production planning, and technical 


irchive systems. 


. lv, 60 of the personnel of Iran National will receive 
mnical training for an average period of three months in 
Phogland at the expense of Talbot. We will pay only their travel 
expenses. About Tran National's general plans for the future, 

naineer Safari said: Manufacturing driving forces with the 
Cooperation of the vehicle industries group of Iran, obtaining 

iximal technical infGrmation, and sending trainees as soon as 
bossible are amonq our major plans. Also, in the area of 
production, the general policy of Iran National 1s to produce 

i. basically public vehicles such as buses, minibuses, and 
ut is well aS a number of PeykKan automobiles for public 
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Sserviees, such as taxis, and to satisfy the needs of 
revolutionary and government institutions as well as those 
individuals who really need cars. The capacity to produce buses 
will increase to three or four times the present production 
level. The production of minibuses will be doubled. In the 
current year, 45,000 Peykan pickups will be produced. 
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Wass provided for the military. They were mostly polit ical 

Phd mot worry about expanding this sector. After the 
revolution, martyr Raja'ti emphasized the importance of fisheries. 
Mrom that time, the 1dea of investing in fisheries existed until 
In early summer of 1980, the Revolution Council approved the 
combining of the two fisheries and prepared its new bylaws. 
‘iowever, because both fisheries wanted to be independent of each 
Other, this plan was not implemented. After I came to the 
fisheries, I was faced with two fishery companies which were 
rarely in touch with one another. Even their locations were 
tpart, one being in the Ministry of Agriculture and the other in 
another building. In the southern fisheries, some planning and 
some positive work had been done, but in the northern fisheries, 
worked had mostly been done in production without working on 
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Organization 1s the basis of every job. In other words, 
everything depends on our expectations and organization. In the 
fisheries organization, I believe, the present organizations are 
incorrect, Since the company 1S concerned with economic 

tivities whereas one of the duties of the fisheries is to 
concern themselves with the welfare of fishermen. Naturally, a 
company does not concern itself with the welfare of fishermen and 
1S always after its own profits. For this economic and service 
sector, an independent organization must be created which 
Includes numerous companies. 


a 
{ { 


There are also many problems concerning the economic sector. POr 
Imstance, in the northern fisheries, there are problems involving 
the needs of the fishermen and negotiations for the sale of 
‘aviar and in the southern fisheries, they include the 
procurement of nets for fishermen, the export of Shrimp, and the 
purchasing of fishing vessels, which 1s quite extensive. The 
business manager of a company which is involved in economic 
ctivities cannot effectively deal with all the problems. For 
this reason, we intend to create numerous companies in the future 
taich will carry out the duties of the fisheries in regards to 
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[nm response to the question of what steps have been taken to 
expand the fishermen's cooperatives and stop the middlemen, he 


In regards to the fishermen's cooperatives, in some of the 
regions, committees have been established for fishermen's 
services. In fact, they have abolished the old cooperatives in 
Order to create sound cooperatives in the future. Of course, in 
the north, another method was implemented and we hope that 
through the fishermen's services and fisheries cooperatives, they 
Will be able to help form service cooperatives. We even want to 
establish consultation in some regions with the fishermen and the 
local trustees to cooperate with our managers and give us their 
Opinions. 


ln response to the question of what steps have been taken to aid 
Industrial fishermen and what resources have been made available, 
he salids 


Recently, the economic council approved the sum of 3,000 million 
rials to be put at the disposal of fishermen in the form of 
loans. After speaking to the organization for planning, we 
allocated some of it to the northern fishery and some to the 
southern fishery. Part of this Sum will be put at the disposal 

f fishermen in the torm of livelihood loans to purchase fishing 
equipment such as nets and motors. It should be mentioned that 
the southern fishermen previously purchased thelr equipment from 
the sheikdoms at high prices. In response to the question of 
What the increase of fish raised during the period 21 March 1981- 
QO March 1982 was, the deputy of fisheries said: 


\ecording to the statistics on the catching and purchasing of 
fish in the southern fisheries, the total during the period 

21 March 1980-20 March 1981 was 7,120 tons, which increased 
luring the Same period the following year to 12,200 tons due to 

the improvement of the political atmosphere of the society and 

t ] harc work of our brothers in the fisheries. If we put the 

resources at their disposal, we will have even more growth. ‘The 
roduetion of canned tuna was 3.68 million cans during the period 
1 Mareh 1980-20 March 1981 and increased to 6.45 million cans 
luring the Same period the following year, 21 March 1981- 


Or, in the northern fisheries, we had 407 tons of scaly fish 
which increased to 3,046 tons during the period 21 March 1981- 
arch 1982. The raising of f1Sh 1S not the job of the 


ries, but the job in the north has been to increase the 
r of f1Sh to later restock the sea. 
‘Lusion, vir Mir-Mohammad Sadeql, the deputy minister of 
lture for, MSher1ies, addeds: 
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oneerning this year's program for the fisherics, we have 
located about O80 million rials of the developmental budget. 


irse, the government and the Majlis did not approve any new 


jil 
} ? ¢ a 74 f - ‘ — . ,Y 4 — ‘ = 3 ~hye . 
levelopmental budget for any Oryanization except tne f1sneries, 
l lllustrates the 1mportance tnat the government and the 


lis place on fisheries. A sum has also been allocated for 15 
| which we have requested a budget to be placed 
it the disposal of the organization for harbors and shipping to 
puilld docks. In any case, we hope that firstly, with the help of 
wind then with the help of our committed brother employees who 
really support thelr Islamic revolution and with the support of 
. govern “Majlis, we will be able to do our duty. 
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IRAN 


IRANIAN JEWS DENOUNCE ZIONIST INVASION 
Tehran TEHRAN TIMES in English 12 Jun 82 p l 


[Text] TEHRAN (IRNA) The 
Society oof  traman  Jewrsh 
Intellectuals m= a statement 
Thursday condemned — the 
suvape attacks of the Zioust 
resame on Lebanan 


Ti.) statement said that 
the Ziomsts with thew savage 
inassacre of minocent Palestr- 
nian and Lebanese woinen and 
children. once again proved 
that they completely disrespec- 
ted the monotheistic values of 


Judaism and were serving the 


interests ob fmperialism 


It turther stated that the 
Zionist reginge. ayned to the 
teeth By the United States and, 
tluking advantage of silence of 
the roacttonary regimes ob the 
region. has sturted the massacre 
a the Pulestimans and Leba- 


Wese 


At the end of the stute- 
ment wo was stressed that mem- 
Der ol the SOCIeLY would 
detend the teachings of Moses 
dnd would tight august racist 


, 
Zionism. alonpside them other 


lramtan brothers 








IRAQ 


RECRUITMENT OF 'SECURITY GUARDS' FOR IRAQ DISCUSSED 

Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 28 May 82 p 3 

[Article by Khondong: "Security Work In Iraq"] 

[Text] Here, I would like to inform all those Thais who are thinking about 

becoming mercenaries that a company, which did not reveal its name, has distributed 


mimeographed forms widespreadly saying that it is accepting applications from 
qualified Thai males, ages 26 to 36, who have been in the military, and who 


have preferably had combat experience, and who will not get homesick -- that 
is, when the airplane leaves Don Muang Airport, they will not be talkative 
but will sit quietly the whole trip -- to go serve as “Security guards" in 
Iraq. 


If they have the qualifications, a 1 year contract will be signed and, if 
they have been soldiers before, they will receive a monthly salary of 10,000 
baht for serving as guards. They will receive a roundtrip airplane ticket 
free. Passports are not free; passports will be arranged but a fee will be 
deducted later. Room and board will be provided free by the Iraqi government. 
Hospital expenses are free. The Iraqi government will pay for any injuries 
sustained while on duty. If someone is injured and disabled, they will be 
treated free of charge and artificial limbs and organs will be provided free 
(although some organs cannot be replaced with artificial ones). If a person 
is killed, the body will be returned to Thailand so that his relatives can 
make arrangements. 


Those who go will receive an advance payment equal to 10 times their monthly 
Salary. But the employment agency will deduct 30 percent of the monthly salary 
as the fee for the company. The Iraqi government will pay 70 percent in Thailanc 
through the banks and pay the other 30 percent in Iraq. As for the advance 
payment, the company will put it in the account under the name given by the 
applicant. The person can withdraw this mone, only after he has worked for 

3 months. 


Concerning this work, this company says that it has a contract with the Iraqi 
commerce sector and that people will be sent in June of this year. 
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I read this with great sadness. The city of Khorramshahr was recently destroyed 
and Mr Saddam Hussein went and asked Egypt to help Iraq. Egypt said that it 
would provide guns. However, its people fight all right at hime, but whenever 
they fight outside the country, there is the possibility that they will be 
routed and return home, as happened in Germany. Since Iraq had large numbers 

of weapons but no one to use them, it had a problem. And so Irag consulted 

with clever people who suggested that they look for people in Thailand since 
the people here like to work in the Middle East and their talents are well 
known. But I don't really know what they are well-known for. 


However, I am suspicious about these security guards, or this security work, 
in Iraq. An advance payment equal to 10 times the monthly salary will be paid. 
This 1S very similar to what happened when the United States fought Vietnam. 
Many people from Thailand disappeared. For example, many were lost in the 
fighting at Thung Hai Hin and Long Chaeng. These people earned much money 

and their families had much money since they had gone to do "security work.” 


As for those in Thailand who arrange security jobs, excluding such jobs at 

the banks and large companies, which I am not concerned with here, I am referring 
to those who arrange security jobs abroad. From what I have seen, many clever 
people who are well-known and who have high positions have gone and made large 
sums of money and many have returned and bought election votes. 


Thus, 1t 1S probably a good guess that this security work in Iraq involves 
maintaining the security of Iraq since the government is so generous that 

it will even help with the funeral arrangements. Actually, there are many 

bomb craters in Iraq and the dead should be buried there in accord with the 
local customs. The only thing necessary is to put the dead in one of these 
holes and cover it up. Nothing fancy is required since there are no dogs there. 


This 1S a matter that the Thal government must think about. It must consider 


whether it will allow them to lure Thai men who hve been in the military to 

10 Maintain the security of other countries. The good thing about this 1s 

that foreign currency will flow into the country and into the pockets of the 
common people who are having trouble finding work. But 1f it happens that 

Our country becomes insecure, can we ask these Middle Easterners to come maintain 


security here on a reciprocal basis? Will they help us? 


The government cannot forbid this because people have the right to do this. 
In accord with the constitution, people can go work elsewhere, even if this 
results in their death. Many people have gone and sold themselves and the 


jovernment has done nothing. And since the Iraqi government has provided so 
much help, what can [the government] do to stop this? 


Other countries too have allowed thelr citizens to go perform security work 


) 


like this. Many people have gone. There are Englishmen and many Frenchmen, 
almost all of whom are foreign legionnaires. But they go to serve quietly 
without making a hue and cry. As for those who have provided security for 
other countries and made a great noise about it, there are the large number 








of "security guards" from Cuba in Africa, the 80,000 Russian “security guards" 
who went to help the government of Afganistan, the 200,000 Vietnamese "security 
guards" who went to help the Heng Samrin government in Kampuchea and the 20,000 
to 30,000 Vietnamese in Laos. 


The final case of others going to help maintain security is in the Falkland 
Islands of Argentina where another 10,000 were sent in to "help" Mrs Thatcher 
look after the islands. Many are dying there every day. 


The Thai government must think and act swiftly. It has gone to the trouble 
of investing millions of baht to call up reserves to train with new weapons 
and to mobilize soldiers to be ready [for combat]. Should these people be 
allowed to go provide security for some other country at a time when there 
1s trouble everywhere just outside our country? 


11943 
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LRAQ 


JUVENILE ILRANIAN POW'S INTERVIEWED, PHOTOGRAPHED 
London AL=DUSTUR in Arabic No 233, 10 May 82 pp 168-21 


Article by '‘'Abd-al-Wahab al-Qaysi: "AL-DUSTUR Interviews Iranian Children Who Are 
Prisoners; Saddam Husayn Returned Them to Their Mothers" ] 


[ext shen Lraqis saw on Baghdad television footage ot the recent battles that 
their army had fought, they were overjoyed and tilled with pride because of their 
major victory. These battles had resulted in the elimination ot the invading 
Iranian torces. However, they were all surprised and stunned when they saw scores 
t children among the Tranian soldiers who had been taken prisoners. When 
President Saddam Husayn issued his decision to return the children back to Iran 
turough the International Red Cross without exchanging them tor Iraqi prisoners, 
lraqis welcomed the decision and saw it as a true manifestation of a noble, 
umanitarial attitude that was consistent with Iragi attitudes and principles. 

-DUSTUR's correspondent interviewed a number of those Iranian children and asked 
them about the reasons that led to their presence in a destructive war. 


pentle face. He was old enough to be 


yowhere else but in school. I asked him what his name was and how old he was. 


os 
~~ 
os 
~ 
_ 


e tirst Llranian child I interviewe 


Answer My name is Mansur Mahmud Abadi, and I am 9 years old. 
A ) { 9 
( Are YOu i St a it : 
nswe! Yes, I am in second yprade in elementary school. 
‘ ‘4 } + ) 
i “ i yOu LO tne LT mnt: 


told that Iranian torces had seized Karbala' and that it I wanted 


Vv i WAS 
t the city, my visit would be tree of charge an 1 would not cost me anything. 
) f yt YOU f it ? 
e 1 The ¢ et { my village who was the reason why I came to the front. We 
ite izxtant Bedouins, and I work in my spare time with my father tending sheep. 
vas «told about the visit to Karbala', I was pleased and I welcomed the 
fea. Ll was nut on a large bus with other boys, and we were taken to a distant 








place. There we spent 7 days in a camp where we received training in administering 
first aid to the wounded. Atter that we were sent to the front. 


[Question] Does your father know that you went to the front? 


[ Answer | No. My tather and my mother do not know. They think I am visiting 
Karbala’. After | arrived at the training camp, the chief told me that fighting 
Iraq waS more important than my mother and my father. 


[Question] Khomeyni is saying, "Only four people were wounded in the battles." Is 
that true? 


[Answer] I saw more than 300 people wounded. They were bleeding and crying and 
asking for treatment. 


[Question] Did you give them first aid? 


| Answer | No, because I do not know how to treat major injuries. I can administer 
first aid tor slight injuries only. 


[Question] How were the wounded behaving? 


[Answer | I cannot forget one wounded man who was bleeding profusely. He was wee- 
ping and telling people around him, 'May God punish you for this. You've killed 
me''' Then after a while he died. 

[Question] When and where were you taken prisoner? 

[Answer] | was taken prisoner at noon by Iraqi forces that had showered us with 
artillery and rocket tire from everywhere. They brought me to the front 20 days 


apo. I thought of my mother and my father while hiding in a hole, and I blasted 
the village chief a thousand times, and cursed this war that is destroying us. 


[Question] How did it destroy you? 


[ Answer | We gave everything we had for this war, and we can no longer live. We 
used to be told that the war was more important than living. 


[Question] What do you think now about such statements? 


| Answer | I curse the hour that I saw the village chiet. I had been playing with 
one of my triends in front of our house when the chiet came and took me and 
friend to the camp under the pretext that we would visit Karbala’. 


| How were you captured? 


|Questton 
| Answer | As | iid, I was hiding in a hole. When I felt that Iraqi soldiers hiad 
surrounded us, raised my hands [to signal surrender] as I cried loudly. Iraqi 
soldiers took pity on me. They did not hurt me; in tact, they gave me water and 
food and fruits. 


kuestion}| What do you know about the war with Iraq? 


88 








\nswe! We were told that Iraqis were non-believers and that we had to tight 
thie de were told that Iraq was part of Persia and that it had to be repained 
be se it was a country of wealth which had to be distributed to the oppressed 
neop le n lran. 

i | _— 

Question; Who told you this: 
| Answer These statements were made by Khomeyni, by the {village} chief and by 
the guards of Khomeyni. My friend, Mahmud Muhammadi also said that; he was killed 
in the Iraqi invasion, and I grieved for hima lot. 

leSstion What did you eat when you were at the front? 

Vnswet Ne were only given bread and a little butter when that was available. 
The that was viven to us was taken trom people; it did not come trom army 
command. Sometimes we were given dry dates, but we were no longer being given that. 

Question Do you know where you are now? 

Swe! Yes. I am a prisoner in Baghdad. 

uestion What things did you hear about Baghdad? 

\nswel We were told that Baghdad had been destroyed, but I was stunned when we 
were driven around the streets of Baghdad and I saw that Baghdad seemed | like a 
city that had not gone through a war, whereas |in Iran} sirens were sounded 
everyday and we were told on the radio that this was a red air raid. 

restion What does this sentence mean? 
\1 Cr [lt means that we were being raided by Iraqi airplanes. Here, however, I 
iV ¢ t ird a single siren in Baghdad. 

CST yNat iO Ou wisn for now? 

Swe! | wish I could vo back to my mother and our home. How I wish this war 

() Cll {! 

reoSE 1 Ihat is your hobby? 
Vnswel Playing soccer with my friends. 
rrespondent Then I interviewed a second child who was wounded, and | asked 
"What S \ lt ame?" 
I \Ynina <: » Must iq) le 
s{ O | How « | 1 alé you? 
Cl I'm nine years old. 
i [ td it ire you 1n 
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[Auswer} I'm in third grade in elementary school. 
[Question] How long have you been at the front? 
[Answer] | spent 20 days there. 

Question] And before that where were you? 


(Answer! 1 was in my village. I went to my school, and I gave the animals water 
to drink. 


{ . 7 
(Question; How were you wounded? 


[Answer ), An Lraqi bomb was dropped on us, and it killed nine soldiers and wounded 
others. When [| tried to administer first aid to one of the wounded, another bomb 
tell, and | was wounded and several soldiers were killed. 


LQuestion] What had you heard about the war with Iraq? 


Answer | [ had heard that [raq had occupied Iranian cities. 1 had also heard that 
lraq wanted to turn these cities over to Iran through negotiations but chat 
Khomeyni was unwilling to negotiate. [I heard that Khomeyni] wanted to occupy Iraq 
and that he was saying that Lraq was part of Iran. 


Question] What did you see in Baghdad that you thought was interesting? 


| Answer | I did not imagine Baghdad to be the way I saw it. Life in the city is 
ordinary and normal. 


Question] What do you wish tor? 
| Answer | I wish I could go back to my mother, and I wish I could see my brothers 


and my friends again. 


+ 


[Question]! What did you eat when you were at the front? 


\nswer | We used to eat bread that people would give us. People sometimes yave us 
a little cheese or butter with the bread. Many times when food would not reach us 
fur days because of war conditions, we would eat grass. We were noi given enough 


tood to satisty our hunger. We were always hungry, but they were always teliing us 
CO SaVe ON tood. 
} or 1 ' e ° . ° ~ * 4 , 

orrespondent | The third Iranian child I interviewed was Muhammad Salihi, who 
Wiis lO years old. 

Juestion} What does your father do? 

wet My father is dead. 
Question! What about your mother? 
Answer My mother does not know that | am on the tront. Classes were suspended 


ac omy school, and we were told that we had to go with the army to tight Iraq. 
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AL-DUSTUR correspondent talks with young prisoners. 




















Iranian prisoner Muhammad Salihi: 10 years old. 
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ISRAEL 


GOLAN DRUZE COMPLAIN OF MISTREATMENT 
Amman AL-RA'Y in Arabic 22 May 82 p 20 


(Article: "Special Report from the Golan: National Unity Most Important Feature of 
Golan Residents! Battle; Examples of Racist Practices Against People of Golan; 
Close Solidarity between Golan Druze , Palestinian Druze Worrying Zionists; 
People of Golan Saying, 'We've Had a Taste of Freedom, Independence; We Want no 
Alternative to Them' "'] 


[Text | "The Golan is Syrian.'' "17 April." "We want to liberate the Golan." ''We 
will sacrifice our blood and our lives to redeem you, Golan!" 


These sincere cheers demonstrate [people's] devotion to Arabism and to the pure 
Syrian identity. 


Syrian citizens' rejection of Israeli identity is consistent with logic, with 
truth and with reality. People rationalize their rejection by saying that in the 
June 1967 war Israel occupied Egyptian, Syrian and Palestinian territory. Recently 
Egyptian territory was restored to Egyptian sovereignty in accordance with the 
peace treaty that was concluded between Egypt and Israel. It was not logical 
[then] to confuse the Egyptian nationality with Palestinian nationality, for 
example, and to annex Sinai and remaining Egyptian territory to the Palestinian 
sector. How then can this logic not be correct on the Golan Heights as well? 


Let us assume for the sake of argument that it was Syria that won the battle. Can 
the residents of Safad and Qiryat Shmona be turned into Syrians by a law enacted 
by the Syrian parliament? Is people's identity an issue to be decided by the 
foreign and alien parliament of a country that is occupying Syrian territory by 
force otf arms? Didn't those Syrian Druze have an identity before the occupation? 
How can this identity be confiscated? 


Are 60 members of the Israeli parliament more than 13,000 citizens of the Golan? 
Can Israel's parliament impose its laws and its policies on all the nationalities 
and the nations of the world? 


National unity is the distinguishing feature of the Golan Druze : it is a unity of 
old and young, children and women. They are all saying in unison, ''No! Occupation, 
No! Foreign nationality, No!"' They are saying, "Syria, yes! Arabism, yes!" This 
unity is worthy ot being noticed with encouragement. 
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The people of the Golan watch Syrian television which broadcasts their news in 
detail, especially news about the daily meetings at the wall which separates 
occupied Majdal Shams trom the rest of the town which is Syrian territory. This 
euotional meeting is photographed by the cameras of Syrian television from 
neighboring hills. There is also a water line that runs through al-Tinah valley, 
east of Majdal Shams. 


Villazers relate that every get-together in any home in the Golan turns into a 
political meeting during which those who are assembled talk about conditions. This 
person talks about what he read; the other talks about what he heard; and another 
talks about the need to continue the march. They say, 'There can be no going back, 
and there is no desire to waver. We will either live as free people and retain our 
identity, or we will die, defying and opposing every attempt to obliterate this 
identity." 


There is a phenomenon that has the effect of magic on the Golan. That phenomenon 
is the "exclusion'' of the tew people who are cooperating with the occupation. 
Golan residents do not talk with these people; they do not return their greetings; 
they do not deal with them; and they neither sell them [goods] nor buy from them. 
People who cooperate with the occupation are precluded trom taking part in the 
joys and sorrows [of their fellow residents]. They cannot even pray with the rest 
of the people. 


There is a number of large families in the four villages of the Golan. The largest 
of these tamilies are those of King Abu Salih, al-Safadi, Ibrahim, Batihash, 
Sayyid Ahmad, al-Sha'ir, al-Qamadani, Ayyub, Abu Jabal and others. People extol 
what their torefathers did in the past, in Syria's history, especially what they 
did in resisting Turkish and French occupation. Citizens extol the heroic feets in 
which Sultan Basha al-Atrash and his fellow tighters from the Syrian Golan Heights 
engaged against the cruelty, violence und haughtiness of the occupation. Grand- 
children repeat stories of heroism and opposition. There is, for example, the 
story of al-Shaykh King Abu Salih, the tather of al-Shaykh Sulayman King Abu Salih 
who is under administrative arrest in (al-Jaslah) prison near Hayta. He and 14 
other persons are being held in prison without any charge, and they committed no 
oftense. All that is being said is that they were arrested because they oppose the 
Israeli occupation of their homeland. Citizens relate, for example, that France 
used to throw al-Shaykh King Abu Salih to the lions, but that the lions used to 
lie still and not rush al-Shaykh whose awe-inspiring appearance and authority made 
the lions tearful. He was the one who, along with his fellow fighters, was able to 
make France pull up its stakes and leave our dear East and our Arab Syria. The 
children and grandchildren of those fighters can accept nothing but continuing on 
the same course, perpetuating thereby the traditions of a just fight and struggle 
avainst old and modern colonialism. 

Syrian citizens of the Golan do not accept the intervention of any party that 
wants to break up their open strike and their opposition to the measures that are 
beins, used. They say, for example, "Our brothers who live in Palestine are 
Palestinian Druze . We are Syrian Druze . Yes, we are Muslims, and they are 
Muslims, but [the matter of | nationality is difterent. The two nationalities must 
not be contused with each other, especially under the conditions of occupation. 
This is because the intent of this confusion is to make the Druze of the Golan 
like the Druze ot Israel upon whom mandatory conscription in the Israeli army has 
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been imposed. They've been torced to carry Israeli identity cards instead of 
Palestinian identity cards, and this is the same destiny that authorities are 
planning [tor the Druze of the Golan]. 


What is happening on the Golan falls under the category of a reaction that is 
equal in scale but that goes in the opposite direction. 


The people ot the Golan are saying, "We have not had a single academician or 
university graduate all during Israel's occupation of the Golan, whereas in Syria 
we did have ministers, military leaders, ambassadors and consuls. More’ impor- 
tantly, we were free. 


"We had a taste of freedom and independence, and we want no alternative to them." 


The Druze of the Golan say, "Not only are they taking away our identity, but they 
also tovk away our land, and they set up military settlements on our iand so that 
settlers can tire on us in the future, if that becomes necessary, as is the case 
on the Palestinian West Bank and Gaza Strip. They also took away our water." As 
evidence of this, Golan Druze relate the story of Ran Lake, which authorities 
call Ram Lake. This lake is located between the apple orchards and the vegetation 
surrounding both sides of the orchard. But Syrian citizens are not allowed to 
utilize this lake. The condition of the people [there] is like that described by 
the Arab poet who said: "Like a camel in the desert: dying of thirst while 
Catrying water on its back." 


Furthermore, the area is characterized by the fact that it has many springs and 
artesian wells. This is because that are is located at the foot of al-Shaykh 
mountain, which remains covered with snow every year until April and even after 
that. This snow which melts springs from the good Syrian earth. This water is 
carried for scores of kilometers to irrigate the settlements, but it may not be 
used to irrigate neighboring land, the land of Syrian citizens, even though it 
comes trom their mountain and from their land. 


Extensive media coverage of the Golan is required so that the whole world would 
know what is happening at the foot of al-Shaykh al-Shamikh mountain, al-Shaykh 
al-Samid mountain and the remaining mountains. The snow that covers the mountains 
soon melts uncovering the towering black rocks that rise above the clouds. 


People of the Golan Say 


In 15 years, since Israeli troops occupied our villages, we have dealt with the 
military authorities as we would deal with an occupier.... 


But when matters got to the point of [affecting] our human existence and our 
national atfiliation, a unilateral arbitrary decision was made, and our opinion as 
a civilized people who are alive and who have human feelings and a_ human 
civilization was not taken into account. 


Atter the Israeli Knesset decided on 14 December 1981 to annex the Golan Heights 
and apply civil law to the original residents of the area, it did so under the 
pretext of preserving its own security, but [the Israeli parliament] was ignoring 
our security, the security of the residents of the tour Syrian Arab villages under 
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occupation. This decision aftects our very being as a nation that has social 
orivins and is nationally attiliated with a country trom whom we were seized by 
the rtunes of the ongoing war in the Middle East. In its rejection of local 
authorities this decision yoes against all human conventions and international 
agreements. How can Israeli authorities be surprised by our rejection [of this 
decision], and how can they contront that with tyrannical practices that are 
inconsistent with the morals and notions of this age? 


Therefore, we, old people, men, children and women, found ourselves committed to 
this posture which we assumed: it was inescapable and irretractable. This was 
manitested in a popular general conference that was held tor the four villages on 
12 December 1981. At the conterence a total 3-day protest strike was called. The 
authorities did not listen to our protests, and [they did not heed] our feelings; 
they applied the law in twisted and illegal ways. Examples of this are: new births 
were not registered; identity cards were not issued to young men and young women 
who had reached the legal age; marriage contracts were not recorded; and car 
License numbers, car plates and driving licenses were changed according to the law 
that was prevalent previously. Occupation authorities applied themselves to sur- 
veying homes and land. 

When we as a people, on 8 February 1982, felt that we were being made to apply 
this law, a meeting tor the people was convened; it included all groups of people 
from the tour villages. Complaints and protests were filed with Israeli otficials, 
with the Human Rights Society and with the United Nations Organization asking that 
Israeli civil law be not applied to the land and the people of our tour villages. 
The authority's quick and arbitrary response was to contiscate the permits of 50 
civilian cars ani break into the homes of tour Golan elders on the night ot 13 
February 1982. The men were placed under administrative arrest, and they were 
accused of inciting [others]. As a people, we regarded this action as the Israeli 
authorities! response to our just demands, and we felt that we were being 
oppressed. Our response tu that was to declare an open and a total strike in the 


etfort to see that ‘Israeli | civil law is not applied [to us |. 


After that, there were meetings with the Israeli provincial governor, (Yisrael 
Kinz) who threatened and menaced. He asked that the strike be called oft, and he 
said that the people had no alternative but to change their identity. He was 
thereby disregarding people's requests and opinions. [He said], "Under these 
circumstances only the authority has the right to make a decision, and you peuple, 
who do not know your duty, have to abide by what we decide for you." 


On 25 February 1982 the area of North Golan and our four villages were declared a 
closed military district under martial law. People were detained in their homes 
for no reason, and martial law was instituted with tyrannical practices to compel 
Citizens by torce to accept civilian (Israeli | identity. In addition to 13,000 
people and their livestock detained in our four villages, the number of people 
under ariest grew. People were not allowed in or out of the roadblocks that were 
set up by the army at the entrance to every village. Furthermore, the ftollowing 


pr tic NWOoMeHa CMet rods 
lI. We lave been denied health care even though medical clinics are open every day 


and physicians observe working hours several days ot the week. However, clinics 
are backin some important medication, and each case that a physician thinks 
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shoul! be turned over to the hospital must be approved by the military physician 
who is always on duty at the Mas'adah camp. There, this physician yields to the 
orders of his military command in approving or rejecting a request tor referral to 
the hospital. There were many cases ot people who were not allowed to go to the 
hospital tor treatment despite the tact that the (Kirbat Hulim) physician had 
dpproved it. As a result, measles has become widespread among our children, and 
numerous diseases that are the result of malnutrition have become widespread. 


2. The process otf depriving us as a people ot food consisted of not allowing food 
to be brought into our villages. Any quantity of ftood that was apprehended at 
security checkpoints with the tew people who would be returning from the hospital 
was contiscated. This forced mothers to dilute sugar in water and to give that to 
their children. The tact that military leaders intormed [the public] that they 
were allowing milk and bread to be brought into the villages was no more than [an 
attempt to] misleed Israeli public opinion. That announcement was made only for 
their tollowers and their clients. 


3. Military authorities impounded 50,000 heads of Livestock in the homes of their 
owners without food during the birthing season. This hurt the livestock, and the 
animals died in large numbers. Any person who was caught with livestock was arres- 
te and imprisoned and large monetary tines were imposed on him to punish him. 
This torced women and children to take the cattle to nearby pastures. It was then 
that battles would begin, and the air force would take part in these battles with 
their helicopters which they would use to carry citizens to detention centers. 


4. The authorities cut power service to the villages at night so that military 
units roaming the streets and alieys [of the villacecs] could terrorize citizens. 


5. We were prevented from receiving fuel supplies we urgently needed to heat our 
hoines. With the cold nature of the climate in our areas, this was one of the means 
of applying pressure on us. 


6. Our students were prevented from going to universities in Israel and in Syria 
to vet an education and to take annual examinations. 


7. Family meetings at the cease fire line were prohibited, and we were prohibited 
from seeing our relatives in Syria. 


8. The ratio of water pumped into our villages was reduced. 
9. The free press and correspondents of international and local news agencies were 
not allowed to come into our area. A [news] blackout [was imposed], and facts 


about the inhuman practices that were taking place in our villages were distorte(. 


10. When military patrols make their rounds, they leave strange and suspicious 
objects in the hands of our children and near them. This has led to an explosion 


which resulted in the disfigurement of three of our children. The incident was 
portrayed by the authorities as [the outcome of an object] left behind by the 
Syrian ariny, even though it is known that the land is close to village dwellings 
and that it is tilled several times every year. Also, a hand grenade was 


deliberately left in the playground of one of the schools. 
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Pl. Families of detatnees are prevented trom visiting their relatives. 


12. The mayor of Shams Majidal and his secretary are forcibly brought to the 
municipality every day where they remain under guard. 


13. Income tax otticers, under the protection of military police forces and mili- 
tary units, break into people's homes at night and forcibly and unduly confiscate 
these homes. 


14. The owners ot the home where Knesset members of the Hadash bloc were 
received as puests were arrested. 


15. A wite was prevented from visiting her husband who had undergone surgery 
unless she was escorted by soldiers. Soldiers forced her not to talk to anyone but 
her husband with whom she talked for only 2 hours. 


lo. There are many practices that stain the good name ot democracy and humanity 


eve! ywhe LC we 


17. [The purpose! ot all these practices is to subjugate us. The slogan otf the 
authority's practices was this: if you assume Israeli identity, you will be tree; 
if not, you will [languish and] die in your home as though you did not exist in 
this world. 


12. Groups of elders and leaders from all the villages are taken by military order 
to command headquarters in Mas'tadah where they meet with the commander of the 
military zone and the governor of the northern province. Woe to anyone who tarries 
or who tails to show up because he was sick or for any other reason. Then all 
tnose who were being summoned [to the meeting] spend hours under threat in the 
cold. [Ofticers are dispatched] to bring by force those who did not come [in the 
tirst place]; they are ac ompanied by a physician. [The purpose of ] the sessions 
Was to teceive military orders and hear the threats and menaces of the governor of 
the northern province who chooses harsh words in addressing the people. He does 
nut allow discussion; nor does he allow people to make requests or _ submit 
petitions. It were as though people were arrested for [these sessions] where they 
were threatened. This has happened more than once. 


We ate appealing to all people ot conscience, all the peace-loving torces and all 
the torces that are working for the preservation of human rights to try to abolish 
Isracli law from the land and people ot our four villages. We are appealing to 
them for the elimination of tyrannical practices and the military blockade and for 
the release of all those who were arrested because of our just causes. 


We will continue to abide by our origins and our Arab affiliation, and we will 
abide by all international agreements and conventions. 


We honot and salute all those ftorces that stand on the side of our legitimate 
human rights. At international and local gatherings we are giving all peace-loving 
people the responsibility ot proving our legitimate rights. Otherwise, we will 
have no other choice, as a result of tyrannical Israeli practices, but to die from 
hunger, injustice antl ayyression." 
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ree tal taspateb about neue of Che Chimes Chat wete lappeititg om the oe uty tedt 


Golan, [the tollowing was mentioned }: 


As is known, we the people of the occupied Golan began a total general strike on 
14 February 1982. The strike is still holding for the following reasons: 


1. We are retusing the application of Israeli civil law to our four villages: 
Majidal Shams, Buq'ata, Mas'adah and ‘Ayn Qunyah. 


2. We consider our area an area occupied by the Israeli army, and the law of 
occupied areas is to apply to us. 


3. We retuse to change our military identity cards which were issued to us by the 
military government on the Golan Heights in 1967. 


4. We are asking that people held under administrative detention and political 
detuinees be released. 


The Golan Ghetto (Detention Camp) 


On 31 March 1982 at exactly 12:30 p.m., after people had heard on Israeli radio 
that the blockade on the Golan would be lifted, a curfew was declared on bullhorns 
cruising the streets of every village, and citizens were asked to go into their 
homes. This caused the army to attack people; soldiers beat up people and used 
furce witn them. At night soldiers began carrying out their tyrannical operations. 
[The tollowing] were among these operations: 


1. The tour villages were surrounded by 16,000 soldiers. 
2. Schools were turned into detention centers and camps. 


3. Every house was surrounded, and six soldiers--more or less--were stationed on 
the root of every house. 


4. Special squads of soldiers moved around the alleys, going from home to home to 
deliver identity cards and to torce people to take them. There were about 15 
soldiers in every squad. 


5. Another squad of soldiers carrying weapons, canes, gas bombs and smoke bombs 
followed the squads that were carrying the identity cards. They woulld beat up all 
those who refused to accept their identity cards. 


6. Forty-seven old and young men were arrested in the early hours [atter] the 
entry of the army, and they were placed in the Mas'adah detention center. 


7. One hundred and titty people were arrested and thrown in special detention 
centers that were set up in village schools. Their hands and feet were tied with 
rope. The wounded who had been rescued were arrested and tortured; as a result one 
of them was admitted into a hospital. 


8. The loors and windows of all those who delayed in opening those coors and 
windows [when ordered to lo so] were broken down. 
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9. Children and wowen were terrified by [announcements made on] bullhorns at late 


hours of the night and by the brutal activities that were carried out by soldiers 
night and day. 


10. Facts were falsified in Israeli broadcasts, especially by our notable elders. 


11. Sick people were denied admission to hospitals unless they had a civilian 
Israeli identity card. 


12. There were 30 children, women and old men wounded. Because of gunfire and 
cudzel beatings by soldiers [only] four of these wounded arrived at the hospital. 


13. The number of peuple who were beaten by the Israeli army was about 3,000 
persons in the tour villages. Among those who were wounded were scores of clergy- 
men, women and children. 


14. Livestock were prevented from going out to pasture. Hundreds of heads ot 
cattle perished, an! disease spread among large numbers of ithe rest}. 


15. School turniture where the army set up camp was destroyed. 
16. The amount of drinking water was reduced, and power was cut off at night. 


17. Garbace lett behind by the army was left accumulating in the streets and 
alleys of every village. 


We are appealing to all people of the earth and to all peace-loving torces to take 
these actions into account and to consider them attentively and seriously. We 
apnoeal to them to stand by our side, because we are seeking what is our due, and 
we are seeking peace. 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS INSPECTED--The Guide of the Revolution Inspects the al- 
Rajmah Agricultural Project Grazing Lands: Tripoli, 25 Rajab, 19 May (Jamahiriyah 
News Agency)--Yesterday the guide of the revolution made an inspection visit to 
the grazing lands of the al-Rajmah agricultural project, which is incorporated 
into the huge grazing project extending from soutl. of al-Abyar to the plain of 
Benghazi in the north and from the al-Fatih project in the east to the Wadi 

al-Bab one in the west. This great expanse makes it possible to raise one million 
head of livestock. The guide of the revolution also inspected the project which 
was Carried out by the revolutionary committee at the Qar Yunis Economic 

Faculty in 1980 with the guide of the revolution's participation in planting 
grapevines in several regions. That agricultural experiment has been pro- 

fitable and has borne fruit in spite of the aridity of the soil. The guide of 

the revolution was accompanied on this inspection visit by Messrs [as published] 
Abu-Zayd Umar Durdah, secretary of the General People's Committee for Agrarian 
Reform and Land Reclamation. [Text] [Paris BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE 
JAMAHIRYA PRESSE in French 19 May 82 p 8] 9631 


CSO: 4519/191 
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MOROCCO 


STATUS OF FRENCH COMMUNITY IN MOROCCO EXAMINED 


Paris LE MONDE in French 26 May 82 p 8 


{Article by LE MONDE Correspondent Roland Delcour: "After the Election of 
Delegates: Morocco's French Community Illustrates the Sociological Developments 
in Emigration"] 


(Text] Rabat--The French community has been continually decreasing since the 

end of the protectorate in 1956. That community stems from the colonial period; 
the French population had reached 400,000 in the 1940's. Along with the Moroccan 
State's recovery of colonial lands, the big waves of departures followed one 
after another up until the 1970's. 


The number of French registered in the consulates in Morocco fell from 86, 383 
in 1972 to 37,636 on 1 January 1982, this last figure including 23,260 voters 
who were invited to vote on 23 May. This decrease has not been a constant one 
from year to year. A levelling off was even noted in 1976, a year in which 

the French community grew by 60 persons. Then the reduction resumed at the 
rates of minus 960 in 1977, minus 2,325 in 1979, and minus 5,640 in 1981. The 
latest known figures, which are for the first 4 months of 1982, show that in the 
Rabat consular district, which covers the second largest French community in 
the country after Casablanca, French nationals numbered no more than 7,295 in 
March 1982. In Rabat declines have been recorded of an average 4.5 percent per 
year for 10 years and of 7 percent for the elapsed portion of 1982. 


In Casablanca, where about half of the French in Morocco are to be found, the 
same rapid downward trend is noted--about 50 percent down every 10 years. 
French people in Casablanca and its region, who numbered 100,000 in 1956, were 
no more than 50,000 in 1970 and 25,000 in 1980. Their number decreased further 
by about 10 percent in 1981, and the Casablanca consulate does not count any 
more than around 21,000 French in 1982, taking into account those who neglect 
to register. If the curve remains constant, there will be no more than about 
12,000 French in Casablanca in 1990. 


The most optimistic observers expect to see the level of the French stabilize 
in the region of 20,000 people. 
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This sudden decrease in the number of French in Morocco has been accompanied by 
a fundamental redistribution among social categories. Just as in Algeria, 
Tunisia, and most of the former French possessions or protectorates, the 
military, Civil servants and settlers have been replaced by cultural and tech- 
nical cooperants [persons in the French version of the Peace Corps] and national 
service volunteers on active duty. This replacement process has become more 
marked with the departure of numerous employees, managers, and heads of firms 
who have been victims of the process of Moroccanization of businesses. The 
latest among those victims--affected by the age limit, since in 1982 the 
Moroccan Government introduced retirement at 60 in order to fight unemployment-- 
will follow. So work contracts are no longer being renewed for job holders who 
have passed that age. Regarding young employees, technicians and industrial 
managers, and French businessmen, they are being granted work contracts only 
sparingly, even though then prime minister Raymond Barre had brought the matter 
up with his Moroccan counterpart and received certain assurances during his 
visit at the beginning of 1982. 


University Cooperation 


Then there are the cooperants, whose numbers have increased during the last 

few years to the extent of making them the largest group in the French community-- 
including families, about one third of it. But one notes a certain stagnation 
and indeed decline in this category. Many cooperants are not replaced. Thus, 
the cultural mission, which for 1982 included 4,500 cooperants of its rolls, 
anticipates the departure of 1,000 of them while only 700 are predicted to be 
replacing them. Arabization of the first stage of secondary education was com- 
pleted this year and will have meant the departure of 3,700 cooperants in three 
years; Arabization of the second stage, which is still in progress, will make 

it possible for many Moroccans to take over from French teachers. At the uni- 
versity level, on the other hand, the number of cooperants is rising. It has 
gone from 200 in 1978 to 1,000 in 1982. It should further increase with the 
opening of two new universities in 1982 at Meknes and Tetouan and of three others 
in 1984 at El-Jadida, Settat and Kenitra. Moroccan demand then may well exceed 
French supply. 


9631 
CSO: 4519/1191 END 
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